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For the WesTMINSTER MAGAZINE, 


ANECDOTES of Mr. HOLMAN, the new Performer at the THEATRE 
Roya in CoventT-GaRDEN. 


[Iilutrated- with a Por tTerarit of that celebrated Tragedian, in the 
Character of Romeo, finely engraved from an original Drawing, by an 





eminent Mafter. ] 
XM HTS extraordinary young 
X% on ‘f gentleman, who is efteemed 
y T ‘2 at prefent,'a phenomenan in 
‘nes.2 the theatrical world, was born 
"v''" in the neighbourhood of Soha, 
inthe year 1764. 

His father dying when Mr. Holman 
was in his infancy, the latter was placed 
ata very early age, under the tuition of 
Dr. Barwis, at the Academy in Soho 
Square, in which feminary it being ufual 
o perform annually fome feleét plays of 
Shakefpeare, and our beft dramatic poets, 
young Holman, upon a variety of occa- 


fons, gave the ftrongeft proofs of pof- _ 


fing very uncommon abilities for the 
proteffion of an aétor. 

After having made a rapid progrefs in 
his claffical ftudies, he was admitted a 
fudent in Queen’s College, Oxford, 
Wit his inclunation for the ftage con- 


tinuing his predominant paffion, he made 
an experiment in the character of Romeo 
at the Theatre in Covent-Garden, ow the 
2sth of O&ober laft, and was received 
by the audience with the higheft and moft 
deferved applaufe, (See page gat of our 
laft.) 

After drawing feveral crouded houfes 
to this play, Mr. Holman undertook the 
difficult chara&ter of Macbeth, a part ef- 
fentially different from that in which he 
made his firft fuccefsful effort. 

In this part he appeared Novemher 32. 
The Houfe was uncommonly crouded. 
Great numbers were obliged to be turned 
away, for want of room, from all parts 
of it. Mr. Holman, on this occafion, 
gave the fttongeft proofs of his great 
abilities for the ftage, throughout almoft 
the whole of that arduous character. We 
do not mean, as Pope fays, that he was 

4Ba : a “FAULTLESS 





























564 
a“ FAULTLESS Monsrer!” but that 
he is the moft promifing aétor who has 
exhibited for many years pat, 

The different agitations of the part 
were finely difcriminated, and received the 
higheft applaufe from the audience. The 
feene in the fecond aé&t, where he catches 
at the air-drawn dagger, was judicioully 
executed. The colloquy with Lady Mac- 
beth excited horror in a degree we have 
feldom felt fiom any performer now-on 
the ftage ; and his hypocritical Isamenta- 
tion of Duncan’s murder was very hap 
pily managed. . 

The variation of voice and deportment, 
when Banquo’ gholt retires, when Mac- 
beth fays—** Why fo—being gone—I 
am a man again,” was admirable. 

In the sth a&, where mott actors have 
been exhaufted, he played with great ani- 
mation and power of voice—his manner 
of faying to the Meffenger (who tells 
him, he faw ‘¢ Birnam Wood a moving 
grove,”) “ I care not if thou doft as 
much for me,’’ was inimitable; and his 
immediate change from the highelt pin- 
nacle of infolence to the moft abject de- 


Fable of Eontainbleau, a new Qpera. 


{fpair, when Macduf tells him, in the 
laft {cene, the extraordinary manner of 
his (Macduff's) birth, was allowed, } 
the fevereft judges, to be cne of pd 
greateft mafter ftrokes of theatrical imi. 
tation, they ever experienced. 

He has fince repeated Macbeth to mot 
numerous and fplendid andiences with 
univers! applaufe, 

In thort, from the elegance of his 
figure, the expreffion of his countenance 
the harn ony of his voice, (exclufive of 
the fcundnefs of his judgement, modified 
by a-conftant perufal of the Greek, Ro. 
man, and Englith claffies) he feems by 
NATURE 


Form’d for the tragic feene, to grace the 
ftage 

With rival excellence of love and rage ; 

Matter of each foft art, with matchlefs . 
fkill 

To turn and wind the paffion as he will ; 

Te put on frenzy’s wild diftra@ed glare, 

And freeze the foul with horror and de. 
fpair. 

Nov. 28, 1784. G, 





For th WeEsTMINSTER 


MAGAZINE. 


THE ENGLISH THEATRE 


ON Thurfday, Nov. 16, was performed 

at Covent-Garden, a new Opera, 
called, FONTAINBLEAU, of, -Ovuk: 
Way in France. 


CHARACTERS, 


Lord Winlove, 
Sir John Biull, 


Mr. Davies 
‘Mr. Wilfon 














Colonel Epaulette, 
SirShenkin apGriffin 
Henry, 
Lackland, 
Lepoche, 
Drunken Butler, 
French Inn-keeper, 
Robin, 
| eee 

oftboy; 
Firft Waiter, 
Second Waiter, 


Lady Bull, 
Rofa, 
Celia, 
Mifs'Bull, 
Mrs; Cafey, 
Nanette, 


Mr. Wewitzer 
Mr. Edwin 
Mr. Fobnfione 
Mr. Lewis 
Mr. Quick 
Mr. Egan 

Mr. Gaudrey 
Mr. Darley: 
Mr. Kennedy 
Mr. Fones: 
Mr. Helme 
Mr.-Thompfom, 


Mrs. Webb 

Mrs. Bannifier 
Mifs Wheeler © 
Mrs. T, Kennedy 
Mrs. Kennedy 
Mrs. Martyr. 


Servants, Porters, Ge. Cer 


SCENE, Fontainbleau. 


EA B®-L E, 


ROSA SEYMOUR having been pres 
vailed upon by Lord Winlove to a¢com- 
pany him on a matrimonial excurfion, her 


‘brother Henry, a young Officer, purfues 


the fugitives, and overtakes them at Ro- 
chefter in a duel he leaves Lord Wine 
love for dead, conveys*his fifter over to 
France, and lodges her in the Convent of 
Villeneuve, near Fontainbleau. Lord 
Winlove having recovered follows his 
miftrefs, and by letter perfuades her to an 
efcdpe,- which the effects in boy’s cloaths, 
and- arrives at Fontaipbleau in the race’ 
time. ' Henry fuppofing' Lord Winlove 
dead, in confequence of their duel, pafles 
fome time in Paris, and. comes to For- 
tainbleau, in ‘hopes of -feeing a young 
lady, ‘for whom, ‘on’ am accidental meet~ 
ing at the Opera, he conceived’a paflion. 
Being recognized by La¢kland,’ an ld 
College acquaintances on his recommen- 
dation ‘he take lodgings in the houfe of 
Lepoche; a French taylor, where his fitter 
Rola waits the asrival’of Lord ssa “4 i 
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Fable of Aeroftation. 


re fhe falls again into the hands of her running. Lepoche having-heard -fromy 
other, but dreading a fecon’ meeting Lackland that a hundred pounds were of 
seen him and her lover, confents to fered for the appreh: nding of Henry, for 
rain to the Convent: Lackland; though Lora Winlove's murder, decoys hun to 

» young man, having by a courfe of fa- his houfe. Lickland tells Lepoche that 
ginadle difipation Ypent a confideruble Henry, efter his,rencountre with Lor4 
june, is now reduced to extyeme po- Winlove, had made his-efeape to France 
vty, and even Mis, Cafey, the Irth in the difguife of a woman 3 he is con- 
Jndady, turns him out of her hotel: in founded refpecting the fex of his two 
this exigence he. is relieved by Sir John lodgers, Roja and Henry ; under this im- 
full, a rich grocer, from London, who pofition .he_ locks them up sa. feparate 
comes to Fontainbleau at che entreaties of apartments, to deliver Henry to the Ab- 
jis lady; and to oblige Sig Shenkin ap — bels of the Convent, and: Rofa to the 
Gnfin, a Welch gentleman of the turf, Lieutenant of the police, for the murder 
whom he has promifed his daughter, of Losd Winlove; this miftake of the 
but recants on Sir Shenkin’s demand of little French taylor produces a mott whim- 
the payment of a wager, which Sir John fical cffe&t, and terminates in a happy re- 
had inadvertently Jaid on the race. Lack- conciliation between Lord Winlove and 
lind, through all his dijtreffes, retains his Henry, the latter rejoiced at finding his 
yative eafe and gaiety, and even an info- hand unftajned with blood, and the former 
lent hauteur; he is introduced by Sir in poflefling his beloved Rofa. The cha- 
venkin to Colonel Epaulette, a French raéters now aflemble. - The Colonel -and 
gentleman of fortune, who is fo fond of Sir Shenkin confole themfelves for the lols 
eey thing Englifh, that. attempting to of Milfs Dolly, and Sir John Bull yecon~ 
adopt their manners he goes toa whim- ciled to his new fon-in-law from his re+ 
cal extreme; Lackland having cajoled fufing a commiffion in the French fervice, 
the Colonel cut of a fplendid fuit of declaring, while he could raife the price 
cloths, wins the heart of Mifs Dolly, of a drum-ftick, he would never draw a 
Sir John Bull’s daughter, who unexpeét- {word a ainft his country ;_ the honelt ci- 
tily finds her father and mother a: the tizen offers a nail for Ins hat in his par- 
Colonel's lodge, where, by appointment, Jour at dinner time, and the whip-hand 
he is come to meet Sir Shenkin ap Griffin; of his lady's: gig on a Sunday. Henry 
on her mother’s injunétions flie liftens to having Sir Shenkin in his powes, from his 
the Colone!, who, having no intentions. propoted trick of jockeythip, obtains his 
of marriage, propofes an’ elopement, to filter; and the Opera concludes with honett 
which, a8 it fuits her romantic ideas, fhe Sir John Buli's inviting all the company 
reidily confents; but he leaving her to to the Britith Lion. 

give ordérs for their journey, and Sir 
Sheikin bringing a prieft and a chaife in 
the interim, the capricious Mifs Dolly re- 
tums to her firft intention. 
thinking the method of ‘driving by ‘the 
French pott-boys too tedious for a run- 
away excurfion, leaves her in order to 


O'Keeffe, and the mufc of Mr. Shields, 





* two years abfence, brought ftor- 
ward at Covent-Garden an entertains 
ment, entitled, AEKOSTATION, 


equip himfe}t for difguife and expedition, Prank Mineall Mr. B 
with poft- boy's boots’ ce. Lackland fteps M. agg P Mr. Wiljon 
in, and, with hi¢ charaéteriftic impudence, Quarto Mr. Quick 
e ‘ . : F , 
caries ‘her off, to the furprife' of her George, Mr. Davis 
father and mother, the Welch Knight and pawion Mr. Wewitzers 
French Colonel. ‘Henry meeting his fair 7 
incognita on the courfe, commits his fitter Mre. Grampus, Mrs. Webb 
to the caré of Lepoche, “who takes her Mifs Harland, Mifs Ranoe 


bick to his houle under pretence of re- Kitty, Mrs. Mortons, 
foring her again to Lord Winlove, but 
witha defign to deliver her to the Lady 
Abbefs, i fhe proved coy to his imperti- 
tent’ paffion, Henry’s incognita now 
tums out to be fifter’ to’ Sir Shenkin, who 
canfents to their ‘unjon on condition of his 
we him in’a trick. of jockeythip, plan- 

s againft the field for, the next day’s 
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This Opera is the produétion of Mr, 


Sir Shenkin ON Friday, O&. 29, Mr. Pildp, after . 


Scrip and, his fifter, the widow Gram- 
pus, are mad with the rage of aeroftatics, 
He is projecting. wonderful! improvements , 
on the difcovery, and the has alfo the non- 
fenfe of fancied learning. She is courted 
by Quarto, an old Book(feller, whofe ne- 
phew George is afraid of his marrying 
the widow, by which means he might be 

oe difappointed 









































































































































r66 
aifappointed of his fertune. George is in 
Jove with Mifs Harland, and he is be- 
loved by her. Mr. Mineall contriv:s 
means to divert Quarto from his intention 5 
and*to this purpofe Dawfan’ is dreft out 
ike a German Baron, and mntroduced ta 
the widow Grampus as an amateur. The 
plot fneceeds, and the parties are at lait 
made happy. 

Mr. Pilon, in this inflance, has feized 
upon the ie uppermott ia the*public 
mind, and has introduted all the collateral 
topics of the day. ‘The idea is good ; 


Account of Capt. Cook's lft Voyage 


and we are happy that-the public have re. 
covered the abilities ot this writer wh ‘. 
humour fg genuinc, and who fo h chly 
Improves the temporary ideas that Aeat on 
the public mind. Tw this inttance ihere is 
a great deal of wit.and mith; the two or 
three firtt {cenes in p:rticular are cha ae 
with abundant comedy and fitire, Am. 
tional reflection on the Srots,. and one or 
two ininuendos, ra:her highly pointed, gave 
rife to fome ill-humour, bat the ftrenzth 
of the piece brought it through with confi. 
derable triumy h.. 





The laf Vorace to the 


For thee WESTMINSTER MacaziIne. 


PACIFIC-OCEAN;3 dy Captains Coox, 
Ciexke, and Gore. 


[ Tluftrated with a beautiful View of Karak acooan Bay, taken on the Spot.] 


O UR adventurous circumnavigators, 

after leaving Sandwich Sound (fee 
page 398 of our Magazine for Augutt 
Jait), proceeded along the coaft-of North- 


America, and the eaflern extremity of 


fia northward to Icy Cape, which took 
up a {pace of near eight months. 

Duiing this period nothing very inter- 
efting cecurred, except what has been re- 
Jated in our fo:mer numbers. 


Capt. Cook then seturned fouthward to 
the ifland of Owhs hee, which will ever be 
memorable for the unhappy circumilance 


which put a period to the exiftence.of that 
extraordinary man. 


On the rft of Decer. ber, 1778, at eight 


in the morning, Owhy hce extended from 
South 22° Eait, to Scuth 12° Weft; and 
Mowee from Nori g1° te North 83° 
Weit. Finding that we could fetch 
Owhyhee, I flood for it; and our vifiters 
from another ifland, caHed Mowéee, not 
choofing to accompany us, embarked in 
their canoe, and went afhore. At feven 
in the evening, we were clefe up with the 
North fide ot Owhyhee; where we fpent 
the night, ttanding off.and on. 

Jn the morning of the 2d, we were fur- 
prized to fee the fummits of the mountains 
on Owhyhee covered with fhow. As we 
drew near the fhore, fome of the natives 
came off to us. ‘They were a little fhy at 
firft ; but we foon enticed fome of them 
on board 5 and at laft prevailed upon them 
to return to the ifland, and bring off what 
we wanted. Soon after théfe reached the 
fhore, we had company enough; and few 
eoming empty handed, we got atolerable 


fupply of fmall pigs, fruit, and roots, 
We continued trading with them till fix 
in the evening 3; when we made fail, and 
flood off, with a vicw of plying to wind- 
ward round the ifland. 

Having procured a quantity of fugar- 
cane, and ‘finding a ftrong. decoction cf it 
produced a very palatable beer, I ordered 
fome .more-to be brewed for our geneial 
ufe. But when the cafk was now broache 
ed, not one of my crew would even fo 
much as talte it. I myfelf, and the offi- 
cers, continued to make ule of it, when- 
ever we could get materials for brewing 
it. A few hops, of which we had fome 
en board, unproved it much. It has the’ 
tafte of new malt beer; and_I believe no 
ore will doubt of its being very whole. 
fome. Yet my inconfiderate crew alledged, 
that it was injurious to their health. 

Every innovation whatever, on board a 
fhip, tuough ever fo much to the advan- 
taze of feamen, is fure to meet with their 
higheft difapprobation. - Both portable 
foup, and four krout, were, at firft, con- 
demned as ftuff unfit for human beings. 
Few commanders have introduced into 
their thips more novelties, as ufeful va- 
rietics of food and drink, than I have 
done. Indeed, few commanders have had 
the fame opportunities of trying fuch ex- 
periments, or been driven to the fame ne- 
ceffity of trying them. It has, however, 
been, in a great meafure, owing to va~ 
rious little deviations from eltablithed 
practice, that I have been able to preferve 
my people, generally fpeaking, from that 


‘dreadful diftemper, the fcurvy, which-has, 


peube, ss 












> 


eo "tf fr 






AV Sf, S?2 OO? vl? 4229 


ACS 4 af? 


yy £3 BE 4A LAL @ 


ic have re. 
ter, whofe 

fo. hich eh ly 
at A it on 
ice there jg 
the two or 
re charged 
e. Ana. 
anid one or 
need, gave 
he ftreng th 
wit h conf. 


PP MLN 


si aay °* f? 


is Coox, 


the Spot.] 


ind roots, 
em ull fi 

e fail, and 
x to wind. 


of fugar. 
ction of it 
I ordered 
ur general 
w broache 
d even fo 
d the offi- 
it, when- 
r brewing 
had fome 
It has the’ 
believe no 
ry wholes 
ralledged, 
Ith. 
n board a 
he advan- 
with their 
portable 
firft, con- 
in beings. 
uced into 
nfeful va- 
in I have 
have had 
x fuch ex- 
fame ne- 
however, 
ing to va- 
tablithed 
o preferve 
from that 
vhich*has, 
perbey ss 


AYES, SCO? PYYPOLG 


- YoY / “¢7 


2 
, 


ae wh i ase Ss 


yp PLP INT M _ 


“ee 


Ent od 


> 


eS 








A 


| ah | 





















































ts the Pacific Ocean. - 


perhaps, defsoyed more of our faildrs, in 
jieie peaceful voyrges, than have fallen 
by the enemy in military expeditions. 

“T kept at fome dittance fiom the coal, 
ti! the 13th, when I. ttood in again, fix 
Jeagues farther to wiadward than we had 
as yet reached; and, after having had 
{ne trade with the natives who vilited 
y;, returned to fea. 

At day-break, the coaft was feen ex- 
tending from North by Weft, to South 
Wek by Welt; a dreadful furf breaking 
upon the fhore, which wis not more flian 
hif a league diftant. It. was evident, 
that we had been in the moft imminent 
danger. Nor were we yet in fafety, the 
wind veering more eafterly ; fo that,’ for 
fome time, we did but ju keep our 
diftance from the coaft. 
ftuation more-alarming, was: the’ leach- 
rope of the main top-fail giving way ; 
which. was the oceafion of the fiil’s being 
rent in two ;. and the two top-gailant fails 
gave way in the fame manner, thotigh not 
hilf-worn oat, On this eccahon, I can- 


not help obferving, that I have always 
‘found, that the bolt-rope. to our fails 
have not been of fufficient. firength ‘or 
fubitance, 

It is a very prevalent opinion, aniongtt 
naval officers of ull ranks, that the King’s 


flores are better than any others, and that 
no thips are fo well fitted out as thple of 
thenavy. “Undoubtedly they are in the 
right, as to the quantity, but, I fear, not 
as to the quality of the’ ftores. ‘This, 
-ipdeed,. is feldom tried; for things are 
generally condemned, or Converted to fome 
other ufe, by fuch time as they are half- 
worn out. It is only on fuch voyages as 
ours, that we kave an opportunity of 
‘making the trial; as our fituation makes 
it neceflary to wear every thing to the very 
utmoft. 

In the afternoon of the zoth, fome of 
the natives came off in their canoes, bring- 
ing with them a-few pigs and plantains. 
We continued trading with the people till 
four in the afternoon ; when, having got 
a pretty good fupply, we made fail, and 
ftretched off to the Noithward. 

Ihave never met with a behaviour fo 
free from referve and {ufpicion, in my in- 
tercourfe with any tribes of favages, as we 
experienced in the people of this ifland.. 
It was very common for them to fend up 
into the fhip the feveral articles they 
brought off for barter ; afterwards, they 
would come in themfelves, and make their 
bargains on the quarter-deck. ‘The peo- 
Pe of Otaheite, even after our repeated 
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vifits, do not care to put fo much con- 
fidence in us. 

On the 23d, we tacked to the Sourh- 
ward, and had hopes of weathering the 
ifland. * We fhould have futcesded, if the 
wind had not diced away, and fete us to 
the mercy of a gieat fell, which carvicd 
us faft toward the land, which was got 
two lexewes ditlant. Atlengh, we yot 
our head off, and fome Tigh: putis of 
wind, which came With flowers of rain, 
put us out of danger. While we lay, 
as it were, becalmed, teveral of the 


iflanders came off with hogs, fowls, fran, 


and roots, Out of one cinde we got a 
goofé; which was “about the fize of a 
Mufeovy duck. Its plumage’ was daik 
grey, and the bill and Tees black. 

At fout in the afternoon, after pur- 
chafing every thing that the natives had 
brought off, which was full as miuch as 
we ‘had octafion for, we made (ail, and 
ftretched to the North, with the wind, at 
Eatt North Eat. At midnight, wet cked, 
and ftood to the South Malt. Upen a 
fippofition that the Difcovery wouid fee 
us tack, the fignal wis omitted ; but the 
did not fee us, as we afterward found, and 
continued Randing to the North; for, at 
day-light next morning, fhe was not ‘in 
fight. At'lix in the evening, the South- 
ernmoft extreme of the ifland bare South 
Weft, the neareit Mvre feven or eight miles 
diftant; fo that we had now fucceéeded in 
getting to the windward of the iflaid, 
which'we had aimed at with fo'much per 
feverance. j 

The Difeovery, however, was not yet 
to be feen. But the wind, as we had it, 
being very favourable for her to follow 
us, FE concluded, that it would not be 
long before the joined us. 

We began to bein want of frefh pro- 
viiion on the 3o0¢h. ~ At ten o'clock in the 
morning of the 31ft, we were met by the 
iflanders with fruit-and roots ;- but, tu all 
the cano.s were only three finall pigs. 
Our not having bought thofe which had 
been lately brought off, may be fuppofed 
to be the reafon of this very {canty fupply. 

Before day-break, the atmofphere wis 
again loaded with heavy clouds ; -and-the 
new year was ufhered in.with vety had 
rain, which continued at intertals,. till 
palt ten o'clock, We luy to, trading with 
the inhabitants, till three o'clock in the 
afternoon ; when having a tolerable fup- 
ply, we made fail, with a view of pro- 
ceeding to look for the Difcovery. 

The three following days were {pent in 
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runnisg down the South Katt fide of the 
land. 

On the fifth in the morning, we pafled 
the South point of the ifland. On this 
here ftands a pretty large village, the in- 
habitants of which thronged off to the 
fhip with hogs and woinen. It was not 
poffible to keep the latter from com ng on 
board ; and no women, Lever met with, 
were leis referved. Tudeed, it appeared 
to me,: that they vifited us with no other 
view, than to make a fatrender of their 
perfoos. This part of the'country, from 


its appearance, did not feem capable of 


_affording any vegetables. Marks of its 


» having been laid watte by the expicfioa of 
" a volcano, evety where prefented them- 


@lves; the devatiation that ir had made, 
nr this neighbourhood, was vilible to the 
naked eye. 

The next morning, being near the fhore, 
1 fent Mr. Bligh, the Mailer, in a boat, 
to found the coatt. Upon his return, he 
reported, that, at two cables lengehs fiom 
the fhore, he had found no foundings with 
a line of one hundred and fixty fathoms. 
Between ten and eleven, we faw with 


pleafure the: Difcovery coming round the 


South point of the ifiand ; and, at one in 
the afternoon, the jeined us. Captain 
Clerke then coming on board, informed 
me, that he had cruifed four or five days 
whiere we were feparated, and then plied 
round the Eaft-fide of the ifland; but 


‘ that, meeting with unfavourable winds, 
he had been carried to fome diltance frem 


the coaft. He had one of the iflanders on 
board, all thes time; who had remained 
there from choice, and had refused to.quit 
the fhip, though opportunities had offered. 

The 8th and gth, we fpent as ufual, 
ftanding off snd on. It happened, that 
four men and ten women who had come 
on board the preceding day, Ail) remained 
with us. As I did not like the company 
of the latter, I ftoed in fhore toward noon, 
principally with a view to get them out 
of the hip ; and fonre canoes coming off, 
T took that opportunity of fending away 
our guefts, : 

On the sith, many canoes vifited us, 
wwhofe people had not a fingle thing te 
barter; which convinced vs, that this 
part of the ifland mutt be very poor, and 

at we had already got all that they could 
fpare. We fpent the z2th, plying off 
and on, with a freth gale at Wel. 

We had now neither fruit nor roots, 
and. were under a neceflity of making ufe 
of fome of our fea provifions, — 

The weather being fine, on the 15th, 
we fteered to the Northward. We had 


He revifits the Sandwich Tflands. 


plenty of company this day, and shun. 
dance of every thing, Many of our 
vifiters remained with.us on ho... all 
night, and we towed their cano.s -Me,. 

At day-break on the s6thy fees the 
appesenre “ a na: tent Mr, Bis), 
with a boat from each fhip, to eximin 
it, being at this time thew hae a 
Canoes now began to. arrive trom ail 
parts ; fo that before ten o'clock, thee 
were no fewer than a thoufand about the 
two fhips, moft of them cronded wish 
people, and well laden with hogs and 
other productions of the ifland. One of 
our viliters took out of. the thip a, boat's 
rudder. He was difcovered ; but tuo 


. late to recover it, I thought this a good 


opportunity to thew thele people the ule 
of fire-arms ; and two og three mufquets, 
and as many fovrepounders, were. fied 
over the canoe, which carried off the rud. 
der. As it was not intended that any of 
the thot fhould take effegt, the fu: rcunding 
multitude of natives feemed rath more 
furprized than. frightened.» 

In the evening, Mr. Bligh’ retuned, 
and reported, that he had found a bay in 
which was was good anchorage, and 
frefli water. Here I refolyed to carry the 
fhips, to refit, and fupply ourfelves with 
every refrethment the, place could afford, 
Numbers of our ‘vifiters, requefted per- 
miflion to fleep-on board. Curiofity. was 
not the only motive, at leat with ome; 
for, the pext morning, feveral .things 
were miffing, which determined me not 
to entertain fo many another night. 

Ai eleven o'clock in the forenoon, we 
anchored in the bay, which is called hy 
the natives Karakakooa. , The .thips con- 
tinued to be much crowded with natives, 
and were furrounded by a mutlitude of 
canoes. I had' no where, in the courle 
of my voyages, feen fo nunierous a body 
of veople, aflembled at one place, For, 
befides thofe in canoes, all the fhore was 
¢overed with fpe&ators, and many hun- 


_ dreds were fwimming: round ‘thé hips 


like fhoals of fith. We could not but 
be ftruck with the fingularity of this f eng; 
few now lamented our having fai‘ed in 
our endeavours to find a Northern pafage 
homeward laft fummer. © To this difap- 
pointment we owed our havirg it in opr 
power to revifit the Sandwich Iands, and 
to enrich our voyage witha difcovery, 
which, though the laft, feemed, in many 
refpects, to be. the’ moft important that 
had hitherto been made by. Europeans, 
throughout the extent of the Pacific Oceans 

(To be continued.) ee 
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to examin : 
aia LETTER I. he brought them in, that I might be able 
+ from al pean Brotath, Vienna. *© cater in future. I muft confefs, that 


lock, there his charges were very far; in general, 
1 about the pxcerT London, I do not believe indeed, provilions are very :e.fonable 
uded wih that any city in the world is fo ill here, and you may havea very good din- 
hogs and provided with inns as Vienna. The few ner, wich « pint of wine, for trom 20 to 
1. One of hours I have fpent here have beenem- 24 kreatzers ; but then the way of tak- 


Pa, boat's ployed in growling. The firit inn Iwas ing your meal is barbarous intiteds cod 
3. but too carried to was the beft in the whole town; man fets down in his corner, moves his 
this a good but, accuttomed as my tongue now 1s, to two hands and two jaws about for fume 
ple the uf ME the vile dialeét of this part of Germany, time, pays his reckoning, and goes away 
 mufquets, J know no more of its name than it had a without laying a woid. One hears no- 
were. fired Hof appendage to it. Here I was intro- thing in the dining room but the feraping 
off the rud. duced to the common eating room, which of {poons, and the noife of jaws in ac- 
hat any of MM rlembled acellar under ground, and had tion. Judge how this muft appear to me 
1: rounding acandle burning in it, though it was who you know never rife from the table 


mid-day; the Bacchus of the cellar told — haif fatisfied, except I have had my fhare 
me I could not flay heve for ajl the rooms of chattering. One would, indeed, al- 
returned, were occupied by a company of come- moft think that there was a tax upon talks 
d a bay in dians, fo I took myfelf to the Ox, another ing in this country. How different from 
rage, and fa famous inn in the capital of Auftria. Paris! How chearfully is every thing cars 
D carry the Here I was forced to mount up to the top ried on there, when monk and foldier, 
felves with of adirty tower, and was put intoa dark ftranger and native, all are as well acs 
ld afford, dolet, where I had no air, and no pro- quainted the fit half hour, as if they 
eed pers MM {pect except of the tops of honfes. Upon had lived together all their lives !—Over 
ricfity was ME aking the price of this hole, I was told the door of the dining room there is a 
vith fome; fifty-ix kreutzer a day ; fo I got down plate with this infcription, printed in large 
ral ‘things MM) from the tower of Babylon as fait asI capitals. ‘The hott is to forfeit 10 thaler, 
diane not MM could, and afked for another famousinn. if he gives any Roman Catholic fleth to 
ght’ They carried me to the Wild Man; and eat on a fat-day—I, however, had fleth 
NOON, we here I have taken poft for the prefent, in meat enough, though to day is Friday, 
called hy 9 a fort of prifon—from the window of _ the hoft very wilely never giving himflf 
thips cone HH which I fee nothing but brick walls, the trouble to afk any quettions about 
1 natives, where, except a miferable bed, there is my feligion. 
Htitude of HB no furniture, fave a table and ftool of After dinner I leaned out of the win- 
the courle black fir,—which I mutt afcend five pair dow of the dining room, which has a look 
us a body @ of ftairs to get at,—and for which I pay out to the greateft thoroughfare of the 
ce. For, forty-two kreutzer, that is near two livres whole town, which is called the Karnth- 


ther more 


fhore was HM of our money per day. nerfirage. There is as conftant and as 
any hun- When we came to talk of eating, there great pafflage here as about the Pomt Neuf 
the thips was no table d’hete, nor any thing like at Paris; but the crowd much more 
| nor but itin the houfe. Our landlord ran over amuling, from the variety of livery in 


his feng; the names of about forty or fifty difhes which it appears. Turks, Poles, Hun- 
faived in BM with fuch rapidity, that it wastimpoffible garians, Croats, together with Pandours, 
Tn pafage to underftand him ; afking me at the fame Coflacks, and Calmucks, mingle in a 


his difap- time, how many kreutzers worth of foup, motley groupe; and thefe, with the thick 
tin, opr how many of meat, &c. I would chufe, fwarm of natives, who move in fulemn 
ands, and if it was poflible for a man to know  ftillnefs through the ftreets, exhibit a very 
lifcovery, the value of things the moment he comes variezaied and diverting fight. Not a 
in many into a town ; fo I furrendered at difcre- word is faid—at leaft, thaf can be heard 
ant that tion and he provided me a very good by any ear except that fer which it ts ine 
Iropeans, diner, telling me the prices of things as tended. When two friends mect, they 
i¢ Ocean. NovemseR, 1784. eC ftep 
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ftep afide, and lifp a word or two to each 
other; in fhort, were it not for the noife 
ot the coaches, you would not know, 
with the windows fhut, that you are in a 
great city. How different from Paris, 
London, and Naples! Witkouta doubt, 
I fhall meet with variety enough here to 
detain you a long time with my accounts 
of this capital of Germany, and all 
the Auftrian fettlements. In the mean 
time, however, and till I get a better 
fituation than my prefent black obferva- 
tory to obferve, I will give you fome ac- 
count of my journey from Lintz hither. 


LETTER it. 


After having toiled about the whole 
day, I began to perceive that there would 
be no poffibility of getting a lodging in 
the town itfelf. Indeed, lodgings which 
have any profpect or free air are much 
{carcer here than in Paris; nor can it be 
well otherwife, when we confider, that 
above three paits of the inhabitants of the 
place live in the town; which yet does 
not take up above a fixth of the ground, 
on which there are houfes. The fuburbs 
are about 600 paces from the town, which 
diftance, together with their extreme 
length, makes every body flock to the 
latter, as to the centre of all bufinefs. 
At Paris you know the principal Faux- 
bourgs are fcarce lefs populous than the 
city itielf, but here many of them have 
the appearance of deferted villages.— 
Another reafon for the high price of good 
lodgings in town, is, that the fecond 
floor of every houfe belongs to the court, 
and is tenanted by ome of its dependents. 
You pay here from 16 to 20 livres a 
month for a good room, and about nine 
livres for a bad one. This laft is the 
price I pay in the Marianilf fuburb for a 
room which I would not exchange for the 
beft in town. 

The diftance between the town and 
fuburbs muft prove a great inconvenience 
in cafe of a fiege. As, however, from 
the great fuperiority of the Auftrian 
Court to the Turkith, there is very little 
reafon to apprehend this will ever happen 
again ; it is poflible, that the court keeps 
up the fortifications more as a bridle to 
the city, than from any ferious apprehen- 
fions of an enemy. Another reafon, in- 
deed, may be affigned, and that is the 
ruin that would fall upon families who 
fubfift entirely by letting their houfes, if 
ground rent was once made cheaper, by 
building on the fpace that would be left by 
taking down the walls, Upon the foot- 


Diftreffes of & Traveller. 


ing that things now are, the booktelle 
Traltner’s houle is an obje&t of 8 
livres a year to him. 

It takes two hours to go from the ex. 
tremity of the fuburh of Wieden to the 
extremity of the Leopoldfladt ; and about 
half an hour to go from the Rofau fuburb 
to the end of the Landfrafe. Vienna 
certainly ftands upon more ground than 
Paris. There are 20 fuburbs, but many 
parts of them are wafte, and about a third 
of the whole is taken up with gardens 
not above three or four of which oe 
worth feeing. There are hardly eight 
magnificent buildings in the whole city, 
and fcarce three fquares (places) the 
make any figure atall. The population 
is generally reckoned ata million, Buf. 
ching {ets it only at 200,000 ; but froma 
late numeration, it feems to be 385,000, 
which is about the population of Naples; 
t. e. the largeft after thofe of London, 
Paris, and Conftantinople. The aum- 
ber of deaths in the year does not amount 
to above one half of the annual deaths at 
Paris. ‘This is owing to the air and 
water, both of which are certainly much 
better at Vienna, 

With the charaéters, manners, opini- 
ons, and amufements of the inhabitants 
of this place, Iam not yet fufficiently ac. 
quainted to be able to give you a fitil- 
fagtory acount of them. I can only judge 
from outward appearance, that the great 
are inordinately ‘fond of external how. 
I was fhewn the Prince of Lichenftein 
pafling through the ftreets mounted upon 
a mott magnificent horfe. He was at- 
tended by eight fervants, fome of whoth 
were drefied like huzzars, and feemed to 
be a kind of body guard. As he is fup- 
pofed to be like the Emperor, fome peo- 
ple think he affeéts to copy him in exter- 
nal appearance ; in this refpe&t, however, 
he certainly does not copy him, for [ 
have often met the Emperor, who loves 
fimplicity and popularity almoft to excefs, 
in a cabriolet with only one fervant be- 
hind him ; a cuftom for which there is not 
a fingle great man in his court but would 
reprobate him if he dared. I dare fay 
that in the fhort time I have been here, I 
have feen more fine horfes and coaches 
than there is in all Paris. The drefs is 
quite French ; the men conftantly im- 
porting their taylors and frizeurs from 
Paris, as the ladies do their drefled dolls. 
Indeed the great bufinefs at the opera is 
to know what the Queen of France wore 
on fuch a day, or will wear on fuch 


another. 
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The grent difference between the peo- 
le of this place and the Parifians confilts 
inacertain coarfenefs of pride that is not 
to be defcribed, an infurmountable hea- 
vinefs and ftupidity, and an unaccounta- 
ble propenfity to guzzling. } The hofpi- 
tility of the table, about which you have 
heard fo much, is only a vehicle for pride. 
During the four weeks I have been here, 
Thave hardly heen able to dine above four 
times by myfelf. It is the cuftom when 
aman is firft introduced into a new houfe, 
fix a day in every week for him to bea 
regular gueft there. At the firft houfe I 
dined at, I conceived the people had a 
real pleafure in feeing me ; but I had not 
fit long before I had invitations enough, 
from the company prefent only, to laft 
me amonth. But when they afk you, 
they all do it with the faces which feem to 
fay, Is not it true that we are far more 
hoipitable than your Parifian gentry ?” 
Sometimes they go ftiil farther, and make 
themfelves very merry (that is according 
tothe Vienna mode of being merry) with 
our {paring niggardlinefs. Tt is certain- 
ly trye that a man eats much better here 
than he does at Paris ; and he certainly 
ats agreat deal more too. At the com- 
mon tables of the people of a middling 
nok (fuch as the lower fcfvants of the 
court, merchants, artilts, and the better 
kinds of mechanics) you commonly ‘ee 
fx, eight, or even ten difhes, with two, 
three, or even four kinds of wine. They 
commonly fit two hours at a table, and 
they took it as a very uncivil thing of me 
that I refufed to tafte many difhes, tho” 
Iwas compelled to do fo, to fave myfelt 
an indigeftion. But, alas! fo foon as 
the body is fatisfied here, fo foon does 
the mind long for the friendly dinés and 
fupés of Paris, which you know are 
more intended for the feath of reafon, and 
the flow of foul, than the dainty purfuit 
of indigeftions, choleras, and apoplex. 
Here the only entertainment, mingled 
with the very ferious bufine!s going for- 
ward, are fome very bad low jokes. At 
the bet tables here, (I mean thofe of the 
fecondorde: ) you commonly meét a monk, 
but more commonly a player, whofe very 
refined wit enlivens the whale company. 
He is commonly feated by the lady of the 
houfe, whom he amufes with double en- 
tengre, till the .whole route breaks out 
into fhouts of laughter, far above the ca- 
pacity of common lungs or ears to join 
or bear, When the converfation takes 
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a more ferious turn, it is always about the 
theatre, which is the utmoft length to 
which criticifm or obfeivation ever extend 
in this country; but the players are far 
from being the company here that they 
are at Paris. None of thofe with whom 
I am hitherto acquainted know their mo- 
ther tongue. At Paris, undoubtedly, 
we fhould not admit into good company 
men who neither by their wit or their 
manners can raife themfelves at all above 
the loweft of the vulgar. 

Upon the whole, there is nothing in 
the intercourfe here of the brifknefs, the 
{pirited pleafure, the unconftrained fatis- 
faction, and the interefting curiofity about 
what is going forwards, that you find at 
Paris, even amongft the loweft ordet's of 
fociety. No body here makes remarks 
upon the minifters or the court ; no body 
entertains the company with the novelty 
or anecdote of the day. You meet with 
numberlefs people of the middling ranks 
who have nothing to fay of their mini- 
fters, their generals, and philofophers, 
and who hardly know even their names. 
There is nothing taken care of but the 
animal part. They breakfaft till the 
dine, and they dine till they fup, wit 
only the interval of, perhaps, a fhort walk 
and going to the play. If you go intoa 
coffec-houfe, of which there are about 
feventy, or into a beer-houfe, which are 
the moft elegant and beft furnifhed ofall 
the public houfes, (I fiw one with red 
damafk tapeftry, pictures with gilt fram- 
ings, looking glaff-s, clocks a-la-Grec- 
que, and marbie tables) you will fee no- 
thing but a perpetual motion of jaws : 
one thing you may reft affured of, that no 
one will come up to you or be trouble- 
fome with queftions ; no man there talks 
at allexcept with his neighbour, and then 
he mott commonly whifpers. You would 
conceive vou were in a Venetian coffee- 
houf>, where they al! take one another for 
fpes. When I fay all this, I defire to be 
underftood as fpeaking of the middling 
ranks only, who in all countries are what 
proper'y may be called the people ; for as 
to the people of rank, they, with a few 
fhades only of diftin&tion, are the fame 
throughout all Europe ; and the lowelt 
claffes hardly mix with fociety. No 
doubt, a gentleman introduced, as Dr. 
Moore happened to be, would meet with 
many an Afpafia capable of be.ng clafled 
in the fame line with her immortal proto- 
type; (that is, the vicious part of the 
character excepted) an Afpaiia whofe 
circles are conftantly filled by the wifzit 
4C2 philofophers, 
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philofophers, the deepeft ftatefmen, the 
greateht generals, the wifeft, mildeft, and 
mo affable of princes; but it ts not in 
afflemblies of this kind that the chara@ers 
aud manners of a nation are to be met 
with. ‘The fociablenefs, good take, and 
polithed manners, which render the pre- 
fent coast fo remarkable, are a confe- 
quence of the travelled education of the 
psefent Emperor. His father, indeed, 
had relaxed fomething of the Su/tan man- 
ner in his court ; but Jofeph is the firkt 
of his houfe who has confidered himfelf 
as a man born for all mankiud. Former- 
ly one of the old nobility confidered it as 
a difgrace if a common citizen even did 
but look at him; the lefler, or fecond 
order of nobieffe, was excluded the court 
as is the pragtice in Spain; and there are 
inftances of perfons, even of the sank of 
field-marthals, who could not gain ad- 
mittance. The whole train of ference wss 
banifhed under the notion of pedantry, 
and the arts, ever taitele{s without it, were 
employed only to drefs up hariequins. 
The Emperor Leopold, indeed, had fome 
tafte for mufic : bet conceive to yourfelf 
this prince, (a cotemporary of Lewis the 
XlVth, at a time when the arts were in 
all their glory with us) with his impertal 
exown on his imperial fhoulders, locking 
out of h's palace window to fee a fet of 
the Joweft buffooms that ever difgraced a 
ftage with their tricks, fing and dance 
in the court of the paiace. Prince Eu- 
gene was the firtt who introduced any 
thing of a talte into the country ; the firft 
who pave a general love for French hite- 
rature; he lived in the Rriftett friendthip 
with the wits and srtifis of his day, and 
was the fame here for the arts, that he had 
been in the Imperial army, where he had 
had as much to encounter with from folly 
and fuperitition, as from the largeft hofts 
of the enemy. The monks, particularly 
the Jefuits, refited his’ benign influence 
as long as they could. In Charles the 
Vith’s time no kind of ‘literature was 
held in efteem:, except that which related 
to merchandize and finance. A few days 
ago there fell into my hands a book, 
which, without a doubt, is the hell pab- 


lication of thofe dull times ; it treats of 
finance, and though written in mof bar. 
barous German, lays down the bet prin- 
ciples of this feience. Thefe, however 
no king has followed but the King of 
Pruffia, who has availed himéelf of them 
to the no flight detriment of the country 
in which the book was written, The 
autbor’s name was Schroeder, he was in 
the Emperor’s fervice. Every thing, 
however, except finance, was in utter 
darknefs, and even the fermons were 
farces. Towards the end of the laft reign, 
things began to be upon a better footing; 
but the Emprefs, with all her excellen- 
cies, has a weak fide, which is that of 
wanting to make all her fubje&ts angels; 
fhe fees every improvement that is pro. 
pofed only as it regards her religion; be. 
fides this, the has a little of the Spanith 
etiquetie :eft aboui her, and loves old un- 
polluted nobility. 

Notwithitanding the care the Empref§ 
takes of the morality of her fubjedts, 
all the charities depend upon the court 
alone for their fupport. We meet here 
with no curé of St. Sulpice to vail 
300,000 livres a year forthe relief of the 
necefitous, The Archbithop Migazzi 
is as bigotted and as dependent on the 
papal hierarchy as our Beaumont, but he 
gives no million of livres yearly out of 
his income to fecret diftrefs as the good 
Archbifhop of Paris does. I queftion 
whether it would be poffible, upon any 
occafion, to get a colleétion of 10,000 
guilders from hence. Though Vienna 
has feveral houfes in it with which the 
moft opulent in Paris cannot be compared, 
pride, gallantry, and diffipation, are all 
the feelings the people of this place are 
fufceptible of. Though moft of the 
richeit people have been for years opprefs- 
ed with debts, they have not yet learned 
to confine their expences, and would think 
it a fhame to live within bounds. Asto 
the middling orders, they live from hand 
to mouth, and are well fatisfied if they 
can make the two ends of the year mect. 
Oeconomy is a term entirely banifhed 
from the place. Every thing fwille, and 
lives for the pleafure of fenfe only. 
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fest of av EXTRAORDINARY Youru, who Speaks an unknown Lan- 
guage, latey found near Caen in Normandy. 


N the beginning of March lat, a 

young man, of about 17 years of age, 
vho (poke an idiom that has not yet heen 
koown or underftood by anv who have 
fen him, was found, not far from Cach. 
The Count de Faudoas, high theriff of 
Cen, having met with him when he 
wis beought to that city, was fo affeXed 
with his ftuation. that he ordered him to 
be received into the Hotel Dic, till fome 
intelligence could be had of his family, 
his country, and the circumitances that 
brought him to France. 

M. Feydeau de Brou, intendant of 
Cien, on feerng this young foreigner, 
wis alfo much interefted in his behalf. 
He thought that, as Paris contained per- 
fins of al] nations, and maay who are 
well acquainted with foreign languages, 
fome one who could underitand the idiom, 
foken by this young incognito, might 
pobably be found there. He therefore 
wte to M. le Noir, lieutenant-general 
of the police, and on receiving a favour- 
able anfwer from that magiltrate, he fent 
the ftranger to Paris on the 25th of the 
fame mont!). 

On his arrival there, having the good 
forrune to lodge in the houfe of Mad. 
Billard, who keeps a lace-fhop in St. 
Honoré-ftreet, at the corner of Roule- 
freet, the interefted herielf ftrongiv in his 
fivour ; fhe not on!y received him into 
her boule, where he ftil] remains, but the 
took as much care of him ss of her own 
children. The Sieur la Rive, of the 
French theatre, being acquainted with this 
young man, mentioned him ta his com- 
pany. They embraced the opportunity 
of exercifing an act of benevolence, and 
fttled on him, by an unanimous refolve, 
apenfion of 63 livres per month. This 
tvent, and fome other circumftances, have 
even this youth fome confiquence. 

Hehas been prefented to the Count de 
Vergennes, minifter for foreign affairs, 
who faw him with compaifion, and withed 
Mad. Billard to continue her good offices. 
M. le Noir has aflured her, thathe would 
accountable for ex ery thing the young 
franger might want. He has alfo been 
Peicnted to M. Calonne, comptroller- 
Pucal, and to the Baron de Bretecuil, 


minifter for the department of Paris. — 
The Dutchefs of Bourbon has defired 
that he might be introduced to her, and 
has fhewn him that tender attention 
which is the (weeteft confolation of the 
diftreffed ; the was defirous of adding to 
it a prefent in money; and many other 
perfo 's of diftin&tion, who have feen him 
at Mad. Billard’s, have made him the 
like offers ; but tha! gentlewoman, being 
unacquainted with the rank of the young 
incognito, dd not think it proper to ac- 
cept for him any tranfient fupplies. 

e has been feen by a great number of 
foreigners, who have heard him {peak 
without underftanding him, and have 
fpoken to him without being underttood. 
With as little fuccefs, almoft all the 
languages, of which we have grammars 
and vocabularies, have been tried in his 
hearing. In his perfon, however, he re- 
fembies the Europeans, and in particular 
fome people of the North of Europe. 
The great regularity of his behaviour, 
and his exemplary moral conduét, indi- 
cate an education fuperior to what is com- 
mon ; but the little toftru€tion he has had 
proves that it has hee:i much neglected. 
The oniv knowledge, which he icems to 
have acquired, 1s thatof the objects which 
diferent countries. He 
feems not to know to write: the 
rude characters, which he traces, re- 
femble thole of achi'd who js beginning 
to learn the firtt elements of writing ; and 
their direction, which is almoft pe: pendi- 
cular, gives them fome fimtliude to the 
ranning hand uafed throughout all the 
N rth of Europe. He ha» written feve- 
ral times; but, thougn he feems to di- 
ttinguifh, from time to time, the charac- 
ters which he bas formed, by divifions, 
it feems only to be imitation of thofe that 
he has feen made. He has never read a 
fingle word of what he has written; he. 
has been frequenily defired to read it, but. 
alaays in van. Since he has been at 
Paris, our charaScrs have been fhewn, 
him ; thofe are what he traces at picfert, 
when he is afked to write. 

He ihews ‘a particular attachment to 
the mitary, an inclination, a ftrong pro- 
penfity to arms, He is of a gentle and 
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chearful difpofition, has a proper affu- 
yance, feems firm, ‘courageous, fober, 
difiatcretted, repofes aconfidence, is frank 
and fincere. He is fond of liberty and 
independence; ‘hows a contempt for 
flaves ; regafds our fervants as fuch ; and 
is difpafed to grant every thing to per- 
fuafion and affeéticn, but nothing to com- 
pulfion. Of whit belongs to him he is 
careful, and remarkably neat. With 
the plainnefs of his drefs he {tems not 
difpleafed 5 and it appears as if it would 
be more agrecable to his cjes if it were 
more elegant, 

He his made it underftood, by figns, 
that he is acquainted with the favages of 
America, their arms, and their utenfils, 
When a map of the wor!d was !aid befo:e 
him, the place where he now is being 
pointed out to him, and being afked, by 
figns, from whence he came, he fhewed 
the South Weft. He particularly dif- 
tinguifhed, in the king’s cabinet, the arms 
and utenfils of the favages of South Ame- 
sica, fome fruits of that country, and 
two infe&ts, which the favage women 
hung, by way of ornament, in their ears; 
in fhort, he feemed to intimate that he 
was born in anifland. Thefe united tef- 
timonies feem to point out the Antiiles : 
and his knowledge of the Dutch build- 
ings, difcovered by himfelf, feem more 
efpecially to lead our conjectures to a 
Dutch ifland. 

However, on the contrary, he has 
known {ome leaves on which {ome Mala- 
bar chara&ters were engraved. He has 
given us to underfland, that they were 
hung round the necks of flaves, and that 
thofe charaflers were engraved with a 
bodkin. He has alfo drawn an uniform, 
refenbling thit of the Cipates, and di- 
ftincuifhed by the lining of the vett. 

But when he was fhewn, in the map 
of the world, the places where thefe things 
were found, and afked if he came from 
thence, he replied by negative figns. If 
he is of the Antilles, or of Surinam, and 
Butch, he myht have had fome know- 
Jedge of them without having been in the 
Eu't Tndies. 

When fome fhow fhoes were offered 
fim, of wnoch the inhabitants of the 
North make ufe to go on the ice, he im- 
mediately put his feet into them, and 
foews that fomething was wanting to 
falten them. He made it alfo-appear, 
that he was acquainted with the manner 
in which the favages of North America 
wrap them!:lves vp in their cloaths; but 
this lat cultom is common to many 


favage nations ; and one circumftance 
which induces a belief, either that he : 
acquainted with thofe cuftoms by hearfay 
or that he may have feen them in fome 
dwellings in the coldeft regions of Chili, 
is, that he fhews a great diflike to cold 
climates, and feems conftantly to defre 
and to afk that thofe whom he moi 
efteens would conduét and accompany 
him to the South Weft. He expiellcs 
that, in order to arrive at his country, 
they mutt firft go by fea, afterwards take 
horfey and make fome days journey by 
vd. He feems, in his recitals, to fpeak 
fights and a fhipwieck, of a count. 
iug louf, of money, of sich relations; 
of papers, letters, and a porto-folio, of 
which he has been robbed. He often re 
peats the words peow, or pelow. It cane 
not yet be afcertained whether he means 
Peru, or whether it be a word which, in 
his idiom, his fome other fignification, 
He intimates that, when he was a child, 
he wore a failor’s drefs, made of cotton, 
with a fringe of muflin ; that, when he 
embarked, he wore a blue coat with gold 
embroidered buttons, faced and lined with 
red; that he had a mutker, a large grey. 
hound, and fome horfes of his own (in 
fact, he knows how to manage a horle,) 
He adds, that his father is about fifty. 
five years of age, and that he wears the 
ribbons of two orders; trat his mother 
drefles in the European manner ; that the 
has a hat aderned with feathers ; an al- 
grette of jewels, fome pearls on her neck 
and in her ears; that there are in their 
houfe fome marble pavements, and a pa- 
vilion decorated with glafs, the floor of 
which is covered with a red ftuff. How- 
ever, as he applies the name of father, 
which he pronounces Poupa, to his pa- 
trons in France, it is poilible that what 
he endeavours to exprefs on that fubject 
dees not really mean his father, but the 
commandant of fome European fettlement, 
by whom he may have been fuccoured and 
protected. He makes it alfo underftood, 
that there are fume mines in his country, 
which produce gold and filver, of which 
money is coined ; that the ufe of coaches 
is not known there, but only a kind of ca- 
lath. Laftly, he appears ‘to have fome 
knowledge of the jate Amesican war. 
All the intelligence that can be drawn 
from him is comprifed in this advertife- 
ment. But no ftrefs islaid on the various 
conjetures to which it may have given 
rife ; as not knowing our language, in 
the multitude of particulars which he 
wifhes to communicate, thofe which ~ 
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Jewlate to his country or his family can- 
not be diftinguithed from thofe which he 
may have learned in his travels, 

The idiom which he {peaks is a med. 
ley of words corrupted from different 
languages, and of a great number of 
French words mutilated and diltorted ; 
the greateft part of which he may have 
jarned fince he has been in France ; fome 
of them helearns every day. When firft 
be came to Paris, he did not articulate 
the letters, 6, /, 7, cb, 7. He now pro- 
sounces them, and even ot tquid 7. 
His profody is drawling; it is compofed 
of long founds, blended with founds ftill 
longer. This flownefs renders it foft, 
though he chiefly employs the ftrong ar- 
ticulations p, t, g, f, and &. 

We muft not be furprifed at not hav- 
ing difcovered what is his idiom, when 
we confider that there are in the world at 
at thirty general languages, and fome 
thoufand jargons, or gibberifh, each of 
which is only fpoken and underftcod in a 
finall diftri& ; poffibly, being born of an 
European in the Antilles, or on the con- 
tinent of South America, he may, as 
children often are in that country, have 
been expofed, if we may fo exprefs it, 
gmong the Negro, Caribbee, Brafilian, 
and other flaves, and only fpeak the jar- 
gon ufed by thofe flaves. On the whole, 
we fhall only repeat, that what has heen 
jut faid, and all that we are yet able to 
fay, of this young man and his country, 
ue vague conjectures, which can be con- 
armed or deftroyed by two methods only ; 
the one is, the knowledge which he will 
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acquire of our language; and in this he 
makes 2 progre{s very perceivable to thofe 
who fee him conttantly : the other is, his 
being claimed by his family. !n order to 
open and extend this view, it his been 
cetermined t» make this advertif-mentas 
public as poffible. We with mott ardente 
ly that ir may reach his relations ; and 
we fhare, by anticipation, fome part of 
the joy which they wiil feel on hearing 
that this young man is at Paris, in the 
hands of perfons of credit in perfect 
health, in want of nothing, under the 
protection of the government, in the bo- 
fom of a nation whch cherifhes all 
firangers, and efpecially thofe who are in 
diftrefs. He gives us to underftand that, 
after difembarking in Normandy, he was 
robbed by feveral men on horfeback ; that 
they took from him a blue coat, faced 
and lined with red, with gold buttons, 
his breeches, his cotton ftockings, and 
diamond buckles, a fword, and a watch; 
that he was wounded on the head and 
the mouth by a blow with a ftone, and 
was left on the ground in his thirt.—~We 
will add, which may contribute to make 
him known, that he isin height about five 
feet ; his hair is Jight chefnut ; his eye- 
brows fair; his eyes light grey, finall, 
and rather hollow ; his forehead fimall ; 
his nofe fhort and thick ; his mouth of a 
moderate fize, the upper lip a little thick 5 
his face oval, and without a beard, marke 
ed with the fimall pox ; his neck fhert, 
his fhoulders broad, and rather high; 
his hands finall and well made, and lus 
legs thick. 
PaRIs, Sep. to, 1784. 





For the 


WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 


Ox rue ORIGIN or LITERARY ESTABLISHMENTS wn 
FRANCE. 


By Dr. 


$ Cardinal Richelieu afpired to all 

kinds of glory, he refolved to obtain 
ie reputation of being the greateft pro- 
tor of literature in his age. Full of 
this determination, he openly efpoufed 
te caufé of thofe who contended for the 
weelhty of improving the French lan- 
Stage, ind conceived the projeét of found- 
Ng a fociety tor this purpofe. 

0 this was owing the inftitution of 
the Academie Francoifz, as it is denomi- 
Mid, a fosiety of individuals, who make 
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it their duty and bufinefs to exercife their 
abilities in perfeGting and maintaining the 
purity, and the tiue itandard, ef the 
French language. 

Its inftitutton took place in the year one 
thoufaud fix hundred and thirty-five: an 
epocha when Cardinal Richelicu was at 
the zenith of his power, when he had 
fubdued faétion at home, and wus ex- 
tending the influence and reputation of 
Fyance over all Eur ops. 

It confifls of forty members; which 
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number wis never augmented. They 
are always perfons of indifputable merit 
in fome, and often in many, branches of 
literature. ‘ 

To fpeak with juttice of this celebrated 
fociety, it has always been compofed of 
the moft illuftrious writers in France. 
Almof all the famous names that have 
rendered the age of Lewis the Fourteenth 
fo confpicucus, have belonged to it. 

There is no affociation of the kind, 
¢ontaining fuch a number of perfons of 
the firt rank. I have feen a lift, wherein 
among the fellows for the time being, I 
counted two Marfhals of France, both 
of them Dukes, three other Dukes, one 
Cardinal, one Archbifhop, and four Bi- 
fhops, befides other perfons of high rank 
in church and ftate. 

Cardinal Richelieu’s intention has been 
fully anfwered by this happy mixture of 
ranks. Knowing that merit without pa- 
tronage ftands no chance of being reward- 
ed, he wifely ordained that a contiderable 
proportion of the academy fhould, if pof- 
fible, confit of individuals of quality. 
In this he hadtwo motives in view; to 
promote an application to letters among 
the upper claffes, and to procure a fut- 
ficient number of proteStors to literary 
men. 

The King is their immediate patron, 
and no inefficient one. A decent pen- 
fion is fettled upon every member that is 
firppofed to need one; and fuch as ma- 
nifeft an aptitude for political «mploy- 
ments, feldom are neglected. 

Tn order to render their fituation and 
bufinefS refpetable, an apartment is af- 
figned them in the Louvre; were they 
hold their meetings, and are often ho- 
noured with the prefence of the fi: ft cha. 
racters in the fiate, and with the vifits of 
the firlt perfonages in Europe. 

To thow at the fame time that all men 
are equal in the republic of letcers, and 
that merit alone has aright of conferring 
dittinGiions, a prefident is annually chofen 
by plurahiy of votes, to whom the title 
of Dire&or is given, and who has the 
chief management during that time. 

The regulations concerning thts aca- 
demy are too many fcr an epittolary no- 
tie : be careful however to obrain a fight 
of them. As they were drawn up by 
men of genius, thry cannot bur contain 
many paiticulars worthy of your know. 
ledge. Some of them will ; 
pear unnecedfary, and even frivolous; but 
there were reafons for the: hich, wpon 
inveftigation, may net preve altoget 
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fo deferving of ceniure, as it has Frequent 
ly been furmifed. ™" 

The literary fociety Next in point of 
fenior'ty, is that intitled l’ Acaden;; 
Royale des Infcriptions et Belles Lettres, 

The purpole of its inttivution, ig 
cultivate polite literature in all Its varioug 
branches ; to explain and elucidate the 
dark and difficult paflages in ancient aus 
thors, and the Jnicriptions upon mony. 
mar vet pa pg the remains of learned 

Ys ar perpetuate the memory 
of great national events by medals, ems 
blematic devices, and public infcrivtions, 

: Pie number of members belonging to 
this fuciety is about fixty. They are di. 
vided into three clafies, honorary, pene 
fioners, and alfociates. 

_ The firft are all perfons of high dittine. 
tion, Minifters of State, Dukes, Bithops, 
and other great dignitaries, 

The fecond are men of noted eminence 
for their learning and genius, ulually 
indeed the firlt of the kingdom in ther 
different lines. 

The thicd cannot be faid to differ from 
the fecond in any thing but rank, appel- 
lation, and falary: in fubftantial merit 
they are much the fame. 

Betides thefe, there are veteran aflo- 
ciates. Thele are gentiemen whofe age 
13 fuppofed to preclade and abfo've them 
from any further labour in the field of 
literature, and who are intitled, by the 
merits of their former years, to enjoy 
both reft and remuneration. The ce- 
lebrated Fontenelle, who lived to the 
age of a hundred, was one of this ve- 
nerable clais, 

There are alfo members of this acade- 
my under other denominations; but the 
former only can be ftrictly deemed of that 
bouy. 

The date of its inflitution was in one 
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-three, 
under the minittry and aulpices of the fa- 
mous Colbert. 

Influenced by the example of Cardinal 
Richcliew, and the inftigation of the il- 
Juitrious Sepuier, Chancellor of France, 
anda warm friend to literature, he availed 
himfelf of his mafer’s propentity to fg- 
nalize his reign by remerkable tranlace 
ticns, to infufe into his mind the falue 
tary idea of emulating fuch of his pre- 
deceflors as had dittinguithed themfelves 
by their patronage of learning. ; 

As Lewis the Fourteenth was a Prince 
ambitions of every kind of praife, he was 
readily induced to embrace a propefil 
that flattered his difpolition in fo agreeable 
“manners Thue 
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Three years after the inftitution of this 
srademy, he founded another, well known 
in the literary world under the name of 
[Academie des Sciences. ; 
The objet of this fociety is to culti- 
I its various ll wte and improve natural philofophy, ma- 
lucidate the thematical and mechanical knowledge, 
1 ancient aus phyfic, furgery, and anatomy, chemiftry 
ind botany,—whatever in fhort relates to 
the tudy and fcience of nature. 

The members of this fociety are diftin- 
giihed by four denominations, honorary, 

nfioners, aflociates, and pupils. 

The firft are all perfonages of the firft 
ditintion in the kingdom, and are looked 
upon as the friends and protectors of the 
infitution, and of thofe who compofe it. 

The fecond are the efficient and aéting 
members, and muft refide at Paris, in 
oder to attend the bufinefS of the infti- 
tution. 

The third are much in the fame predi- 
ment; with this difference, however, 
that eight of them may be foreigners, and 
remain in their refpeétive countries. 

The fourth, like the fecond, muft every 
one be fettled at Paris, and are expected 
to give punétual attendance at the ftated 
meetings of the fociety. 

The King appoints yearly a Prefident, 
and has the nomination of the Secretary 
and Treafurer, both which places are for 
lift, as is alfo the Secretarythip ef the 
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Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Let. 
tres, and that of the French Academy, 

Both thefe focieties have an apartment 
in the Louvre for their meetings, as well 
as the French Academy. 

The Academy of Sciences has alfo its 
veteran members. The illuftrious Fon- 
tenelle had the honour of being on this 
lift, as well as on that of the Academy of 
Infcriptions. 

You will readily perceive that the Aca- 

demy of Sciences is the molt ufeful of 
thefe focieties, and the moft beneficial te 
fociety at large. 
_ For this reafon the French have, in 
imitation of that at Paris, eftablithed fe- 
veral others in the principal cities throughs 
out the kingdom. 

Thofe that have come to my knowledge 
are the following: the Academies of 
Rouen and Caen in Normandy, of Nancy 
in Lorain, of Marfeilles in Provence, of 
Touloufe and Nifmes in Languedoc, of 
Dijon in Burgundy, of Lyons in the 
Lyonnois, of Bourdeaux in Gafconny, of 
Rochelle in Aunis, of Arras in Artois. 

Befides thefe, there are others which E 
do not recollect. The number of them 
all together amounts to twenty, if not 
more. They are unequivocal proofs how 
much the French are addicted to learning 
and literature. 
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and the Rev. Mr. Ramsey, I flatter myfelf your impartiality will admit a few 
extra&ts on the other fide of the queltion—They are taken frem a late excellent 
publication on the Commerce of the Welt-India Iflands, by JouN GARDNER 


Kemgys, Efq. and will, I apprehend, vindicate the practice of the Negro-trade, 
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fom Africa partake of the brute creation ; 
of his pre-fm™long fince a cargo of them arrived in 
1 themfelves MM41ca, whofe hands had little or no ball 
. pie thumbs, whofe nails were more of 
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manized as others are, that they will re- 
main, with refpest to their underftanding, 
but a few degrees removed from the ouran- 
outang; and from which many negroes 
may be fuppofed, without any very im- 
probable conje&ure, to be the offspring. 
It is an undoubted fact that thofe brutes 
will copulate with the female of the human 
fpecies, that they, and the whole baboon 
tribe, have the frongeit propenfity for 
them ;—even the monkey fhews the vio- 
Jence of his inclinations at their appear- 

4B ance. 





























578 
ance.—May- it not then be fairly con- 
jectured, that the female negroes who live 
wandering in the wilds of Africa, are, 
there, frequently furprifed and deflowered 
by the ouran-outang, or other fuch brutes 5 
that from thence they become reconciled, 
as women who are more civilized eafily 
are, to fimilar attacks, and continue to 
cohabit with them. If this be granted, 
the Colonifts of the Wett-Indies are in- 
ftrumental in humanizing the defcendants 
of the offspring of even brutes, (for a 
generation or two will change their nature, 
as much as the negro is changed to a mul- 
latto, muflee, or quadroon, by the inter- 
courfe of the whites and blacks) to the 
honour of the human fpecies, and to the 
glory of the divine being. 

A few quotations in fupport of my ar- 
gument I truft will not be unacceptable to 
the intelligent reader: ¢¢ Their beltial, or 
foetid fell, which they all have in a 
greater, or le(g degree ; the Congos, Ara- 
das, and Angolas, particularly the Jatrer, 
who are likewife the moft ftupid of the 
negrorace, are the moft offentive. This 
{cent in fome of them is fo exceflive 
ftrong, efpecially when their bodies are 
warmed by exercife or anger, that it con- 
tinues in places where they have been near 
a quarter of an hour. In general, they 
are void of genius, and feem almoft inca- 
pable of making any progrefs in civility 
and feience. ‘heir barbarity to their 
children debafes their nature even below 
that of brutes. They have no moral fen- 
fatiom ; no tafte but tor women, gorman- 
dizing, and drinking to excefs; no wifh 
but to be id Vheir children, from 


; se. 
their tenccrett years, are {ufered to de- 


fiver themflves up to all that nature, or 


paffion, fugeetts to them. They are re- 
prefented by all anthors as the vileft of 
the human kind, to which they have little 
More pieteriion cf refemblance than what 
aries from their exterior form. Their 
brutality fomewhat diminifhes, when they 
are imported young, after they become 
hebruated to cloathing and a regular dif- 
cipline of life: but nmiany are never re- 
claimed, and continue favages, in every 
denfe of the word, to their latett period. x 

“5 The monkey kind or anthropomor- 
phits, fo called by naturalifts, becaufe 
they partake more or lefs of the human 
Hhape and difpofition ; in which we ob{erve 
the palpable links which unite the human 
race with the quadruped, not in exterior 
form alone, but in the intellectual qua- 


* Hiftcry of Jamaica. 
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Defeription of Negroes 


lity. The variety of them is great 
that a complete catalogue has never ai 
been made. As far, however, as Fi 
are yet defcribed, we trace from the aaa 
cephalus, which moft refembles quadru. 
peds, in the fhape of its head, through a 
variety of the ape-kind, which have tails 
and pouches, to thofe which have fort 
tails, and fomewhat more of the human 
vifage 5 te thofe which have no tuils, who 
have a callous breech, whofe feet ferve 
occafionally for hands, and who more oc 
cafionally move on all four, than erect, 
to the cephus or gibbon; from thefe we 
come to the oran-outang fpecies, who have 
fome trivial refemblance to the ape kind, 
but the ftrongeft fimilitude to mankind, 
in countenance, figure, ftature, organs, 
erect pofture, aétions or movements, food, 
temper, and manner of living.* 

*¢ The oran-outang has no pouch, tail, 
or callofity, on his hind parts;  thefe 
parts, and the calves of his legs, are 
plump and fiethly, differing entirely from 
the ape and monkey. All his tecth are 
the fame as the human, his face is broad, 
naked, and tawney, his ears, hands, feet, 
head, and belly, are likewife without hair, 
and of the fame tawney complexion: the 
hair, or wool, of his head, is like the 
human fpecie ; he grows from five to fix 
feet.t 

‘© The nofe is flat, as is the nof ofa 
necro, the breaft of the females furnifhed 
with two paps, and they are fubjec to the 
periodical flux. The latter charatteriftic 
is equally common to the monkey clais. 

L.e Compte, in his memoirs of Chins, 
aflerts, that in the Straits of Morocco he 
faw fome that wa'ked ereét, and had faces 
like thofe of the Hottentots of the Cape of 
Good Hope. They made a noife likea 
young child; their paffions appeared with 
a lively expreffion in their countenances ; 
they-feemed to be of a tender difpofition, 
and would kifs and embrace thole they 
were fond of.” 

Mr. Noel fpeaks of apes, which he fw 
in Guinea, “and calls Barris, who walked 
ereét, and had more gravity, and appear- 
ance of underftanding than any other ot 
the ape-kind, and were paffionately fond 
of women.” 

Linnzus, upon authority of fome voy- 
age writers, affirms, “ that they converlg 
tevether in a kind of hiffing dialect ; that 
they pofle(s thoughts and reflection, &c. 
but Buffon fufpests, « that Linnaeus hee 

confounded 
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onfounded the albinoe with the oran- 
wutang.” 

Iris alfo averred, that they endeavour 
to furprize and carry off negro women into 
thir woody retreats, in order to enjoy 
them.” 

Le: Broffe fays, he knew a negro woman 
it Loango in Guinea, who had refided 
three years with them 5 he afferts, that 
they grow to the height of fix and feven 
feet, have vaft mufcalar ftrength, and de- 
fended themfelves with fticks. 

Mr. Grofle reports, that they refemble 
mankind in all their a€tions; a male and 
female he had, covered with their hands 
thofe parts which modefty forbids to ex- 
pole, if gazed at. 

Guat fays, th ta female he faw at Java 
relembled trongly fome Hottentot women 
he had feen ; her ftature was very large. 

Francis Pyard reports, he found the 
Baris in the province of Sierra Leon in 
Guinea; that if properly inftruéted when 
young, they become very good fervants. 

“The Indians affociate him with the 
human race, under the appellation of 
Oran-outang, or Wild Man. He is:a 


creature fii generis ; he fills up the fpace~ 


between mankind and the ape, as this and 
the monkey-tribe fupply the interval that 
is between the oran outang and quadru- 
peds.”* 

“ They live in woods (as almoft all 
Africa, on the coait of Guinea is uncul - 
tivated) the negroes and Indians believe 
them to be wild men. They conceive 
trong paffions for the negro women, co- 
veting their embraces ;_ they have a con- 
formity in the organs of generation with 
the human fpecies, and propagate in the 
fine manner; all their females fuckle 
their young. What are the Hottentots? 
They are, fay the moft credible writers, 
a people certainly very ftupid, and very 
brutal. In many refpects, they ave more 
like beafts than men; their complexion is 
dak, they are fhort and thick-fet, their 
nolts flat, their lips very thick and big, 
thew teeth exceedingly white, but very 
long and ill-fet, their hair black and 
curled like wool; they are very nimble, 


* Buffon. 


Similar to the brute Creation. 


+ Roggewein’s Voyage. 
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and run with a fpeed that is almoft in- 
credible. They are, taking all things to- 
gether,- one of the meaneit nations on the 
face of the earth.” + 

‘¢ Has the Hottentot (whom we allow 
human) from this portrait, a more manly 
figure than the oran-outang.—That the 
orang-outang and fome races of black men 
are nearly allied, is, 1 think, more than 
probable. The fole diftin&tion between 
them and man confiits in the meafure of 
intelleétuai faculties. In thefe chey do 
not feem at all interior to many of the 
negro race; with fome of them it is cre- 
dible that they have the nioft intimate con- 
neétion and confanguinity. ‘The amorous 
intercourfe between them, probably, is 
much more frequent than is known, the 
negroes themfelves bear teitimony that 
fuch actually happens; and it is certain 
that both races agree perfectly well in la- 
{civioufnels of dilpofition.”’f J 

As it is with the Indians of America 
and of California, fo is it with the Ne- 
groes of Africa, and with the favages of 
all climates. Man in the ftate of nature 
has nothing more than animal inftin& to 
dire& him: Ideas are created by the polifh 
which education (the focial intercourfe of 
man with man) gives to human nature ; 
endowed with the faculty of fpeech, pro- 
vided with hands, he would, neverthelefs, 
not have an idea of the proper ufe of 
either, if, from his infancy, he dwelled 
amongift brutes only.—Are thefe Beings 
when under the controul of their mafters 
in the Welt Indies, in fuch a miferable 
fituation as in the ftate of nature? Are 
the old and decrepid ceferted and fuffered 
to perifh for want ?——-No,—-the humane 
feelings of man in his civilized ftate for~ 
bids it—-Thefe poor creatures have, at 
leaft, as much attention paid to their 
wants by their matters, as the impotent 
poor, in moft parifhes in England, have 
by the generality of the church-wardens, 
and probably, fuch poor fare better in 
England than in moft parts of Europe, 
although not altogether fo well as thofe 
in the Weit-Indies. 
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Memoirs of the celebrated ROGER BACON, the Englifh Philofopher. 
{By an ingenious Writer, in the NEW ANNUAL REGISTER, for 1784, jult publithed. } 


SOMERSE SHIRE gave birth to this 
i He was born near 
IIcheRer, in the year of our Lord, 1214, 


illuttrious perfon. 


and is faid to have been defcended from an 
ancient and honourable family. We have 
no farther information concerning him, 

4 D2 till 
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till we find him at Oxford, where he pro- 
bably received the very firft tinéture of 
fcience. Having gone through his gram- 
matical and logical ftudies, he afforded 
fuch proofs of an uncommon capacity, as 
excited the favour and patronage of the 
greateft lovers of learning in that period ; 
men who were diftinguifhed by their high 
rank, and ftill more by being the brighteft 
luminaries of the age. Thefe were fe- 
veral of the illuftrious fcholars : Edmund 
Riche, archbifhop of Canterbury; Richard 
Fizakre ; William Shirwood, chancellor 
of Lincoln, eminent for his mathematical 
knowledge ; and efpecially the excellent 
Grofteft; who all encouraged the rifing 
genius of Bacon, and were equally charmed 
with his abilities, his docility, and his 
application. 

Under the prote&tion of thefe perfons, 
he acquired as much inftruétion as could 
be gained at Oxfurd, and then removed 
to Paris, whither it was cuftomary for 
I every one to refort, who was defirous of. 
t making an extraordinary improvement in 
literature ; the univerfity of Paris being, 
at that time, in the higheft reputation. In 
ati! this city he purfued his enquiries with a 
Li | zeal proportioned to his ardent thirft after 
fcience, and exceeded the hopes and wifhes 
of his friends. His proficiency and dili- 
gence were fo great, that he was con- 
fidered as the glory of the univerfity, and 
ie the honour of his country. He did not 

1} confine his ftudies to any particular branch 

of learning, but extended his views to 
every object in which he could gain in- 
formation ; his exalted mind being con- 
tent with nothing lefs than univerfal know- 
ledge. 

At Paris ke ftaid till he was twenty-fix 
years of age, and returned from thence to 
Oxford, having firft taken his doftor’s 
degree. About the fame time he affumed 
the habit of the Francifcan order, but 
whether #n England or France, is not ab- 
folutely certain. Be this as it may, when 
he was fettled at Oxford, his reputation 
was fo far from diminifhing that it con- 
tinually increafed ; and the eminent men 
of the age, regarded him as one of the 
mott indefatigable enquirers after nature 
that the world had ever feen. Accordingly, 
they did not only encourage him by their 
approbation, but affitted him with their 
purfes, which, indeed, was effentially ne- 
ceflary to the execution of his {chemes ; 
oS for he had the fagacity and fortitude to 
kn depart from the idle and abfurd method of 
| aa the {chools, and to build philofophy upon 
a) i the folid bafis of faéts and experiunents, 




























































































































































































580 Memirs of Friar Bacon. 


The fame plan of enquiry was 
by him, that 0m of rg fo ne 
pofed and purfued by the lord chancellor 
Bacon, and which hath been attended with 
fuch amazing fuccefs in enlightening 
adorning, and improying modern ages, 
It is true, our learned Friar was not, like 
his great name-fake, fortunate enough to 
introduce a general reformation in fcience: 
but this was not his fault; he did all that 
lay in his power to promote a rational 
way of cultivating knowledge, and wag 
himfelf a glorious inftance of the excel 
lence of the rules he laid down, as will 
amply appear when we come to mention 
his particular inventions and difcoveries, 
In the courfe of twenty years he expended 
no lefs than two thoufand pounds, in col- 
leéting authors, making trials of various 
forts, and conftruéting different infru- 
ments. It has, indeed, been difpured 
whether the money here fpecified confitted 
of French livres, which were then worth 
fix fhillings and eight pence each, or of 
pounds fterling, though the latter is moit 
probable, and it was a prodigious fum in 
thofe days. 
While the progrefs of Roger Bacon in- 
creafed his reputation, and procured him 
the friendfhip of the virtuous and under- 
ftanding few, it raifed the envy and malice 
of the ignorant and bigoted. In fo dark 
a period, where fcarcely ten perfons had 
the ieait glimpfe of philofophic fcience, his 
experiments muft neceflarily occafion much 
noife, and be 'tliable to all the mifcon- 
ftruétions of folly and fuperftition. The 
clergy, in particular, were willing to dif- 
guile their own idlenefs and ftupidity, by 
throwing afperfions on his charatter, and 
by reprefenting his operations as the refult 
of more than human power. Accordingly, 
they imputed them to magic, and ftirred 
up a perfecution againit him, in confe- 
quence of which he was clofely confined 
and almoft ftarved ; was prohibited from 
fending his writings beyond the limits of 
his convent, excepting to the pope; and 
was reftrained from giving lectures to 
youth, The laft circumftance would, ia 
an elpecial manner, be extremely afilictive 
to a foul like his, which had the nobleft 
and moft benevolent intentions. His aim 
was to form the minds of youth to better 
principles than had heretofore been culti- 
vated ; and, by a proper method of edu- 
cation, to introduce a reformation both in 
human and divine knowledge, between 
which he believed there was a clofe and in- 
feparable conneétion. He was perfuaded 
that the perfe&tion of natural plane 
wa 
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gs the fureft way of deftroying fuper- 
fition, herefes, and antichrift 5 and that 
moral philofophy would be highly effectual 
to eftablifh true prety in the heart. 

But though the avowed caufe of the 
feverity manitefted againkt Bacon, was, 
that he applied himfelf to the occult 
fiences, there is reafon to apprehend that 
fhe real one was the enlargement of his 
fntiments with refpeét to religion. He 
had treated the clergy with freedom ;_ he 
had been intimate with Grofteft ; he had 
even been fo daring as to write to the 
pope, concerning the neceflity of correcting 
fome of the errors of the church. Thele 
were fufficient motives for expofing him to 
perfecution ; and his o'd patrons being 
now dead, he was left a prey to the malice 
of his enemies. 

Notwithftanding the hard ufage he met 
with, he did not intermit the vigour of 
his tudies ; nor was it in the power of his 
adverfaries to obftru& the progrefs of his 
reputation. His fame f{pread fo wide, 
that it not only reached Rome, but induced 
Clement IV. to defire that he would fend 
him all his works. ‘I his pontiff was one 
of the worthieft men who had filled the 
papal chair for a long time: he was a 
perfon of diflinguifhed virtue, and pof- 
{fled of a liberal mind: he had, before 
his advancement, entertained a peculiar 
admiration of and refpect for Bacon, and 
had expreffed a folicitude to be favoured 
with his writings. No fooner did our 
Friar receive the letter from the pope, 
than he fet himfelf to comply with his 
requet ; and immediately began to revife, 
mlarge, and complete his compofitions, 
and to put them inte proper order. Hav- 
ing done this, he tranfinitted them by his 
favourite difciple, John of Paris, who was 
well qualified to explain the fentiments of 
his matter. This colle&tion of Bacon's 
performances, which were digetted by him 
into one treatife, to be fent to the Roman 
bithop, is called Opus Majus, and con- 
tains a complete body of fcience, for that 
age. In this work the excellent author 
builds on the moft rational principles ; 
points out extremely well the hindrances of 
knowledge ; fhews that the perfeétion of 
wiiom is to be found in the {criptures ; 
and proves that philofophy is not incon- 
iitent with divinity. He makes admirable 
marks on the ufetulnet of the languages, 
mathematics, perfpeétive, aftronomy, .che- 
mitry, and other fubjeé&ts: and gives us 
the relult of his own enquiries with refpeét 
to thefe different parts of ftudy. He 
‘ues, at large, the importance and ne- 
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58 
ceflity of proceeding by experiments, in 
order to come at truth ; and, in fhort, ex- 
hibits a detail of his numerous improve- 
ments and curious difcoveries. 

His writings obtained for him the favour 
of the pope, and fome farther aflittance 
and patronage in the profecution of his 
noble fchemes; but, alas! the fun-thine 
of hjs profperity was a tranfient gleam, 
which was quickly overcaft. The good 
pontiff died in a very little time, and then 
Bacon was expofed to frefh difficulties, 
Thefe were occafioned by Jerome de Ef- 
culo, the general of the Francifcans, who 
commanded him to be imprifoned ; and te 
prevent his making an appeal, took care 
to get from Rome an immediate cone 
firmation of the fentence, Others tell us, 
it was Raymundus Golfredus, who was 
head of the order at this period, and whe 
procured the condemnation of our philos 
fopher ; though the former account is by 
far the moft probable. However that be, 
he languifhed in confinement ten years, 
being fhut up in his monaftery, deprived 
of converfat.on, and obliged to a fevere 
abftinence. The pretences fcr perfecuting 
him were the fame as heretofore, and are 
faid, in particular, to have taken their 
rife from his Treatifes de Necromanticis, 
de Prognofticis ex Stellis, and de Attro- 
nomia vera. But not even the continued 
hardfhips he endured, could damp his 
zeal in the profecution of his ftudies. Ill 
treated as he was by his cotemporaries, 
he was animated by a laudable thirft of 
fame, and fired with an ardent concern 
tor the welfare of mankind. He laboured 
for future ages, and configned his repu- 
tation and character to polterity; which 
has, though late, done juftice to his 
merit. 

After he had remained in imprifonment 
the time we have mentioned, his old 
enemy, Jerome de Efculo, was raifed to 
the papal throne, and afli.med the name of 
Nichoias the Fourth, Notwithttanding 
the feverity wish which he had treated our 
worthy mork, he wis, upon the whole, 
a man of virtue and {c:ence; and, there- 
fore, Bacon heped he might be able to 
pacity him, and coxciliate his favour. 
With this view he wrote, and dedicated 
to him, A Trestife on the Means of 
avoiding the l.firmities of Age. This 
work is weil {poken of by the beft judges, 
and has been extremely admired by many 
eminent phyiicians. The author, how. 
ever, was cbiiged, in compliance with 
the weaknefs of the age, and to avoid the 
dangers he might otherwile’ incur, to 
exprefs 
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exprefs his fentiments, in feveral places, 
with a Qudied obfcurity ; a thing by no 
means agreeable to his natural inclination : 


for it was always his defire to hold forth 
truth in her native fimplicity. 

We do not find that his application to 
the pope produced any conliderable effect : 
but at length he was releafed from his con- 
finement, by the interpofition of fome 
noblemen, and returned to Oxford, where 
he compofed his lait performance, intitled, 
A Compendium of ‘Theology. He {pent 
the remainder cf his days in peace, died 
fn the college of his order, on the 11th of 
June, in 1292, or, as Dr. Jebb thinks, 
IN 1294, and was buried in the church of 
the Francifcans. 

Thef all the particulars the molt 
indefatigable enquirers have been able to 
collect concerning t life of Roger 
Bacon ; and we mutt be contented with 
them, though curiofity and gratitude wouid 
with for a tuller information : but the life 
of a fedentary writer is to be found in his 
works. To the compofitions, thereture, 
of our ingenious Friar mult we have re- 
courfe, if we defire to know what he was, 
and to have a proper conception of his 
literary charatter. We may take notice 
that, notwithftanding Bacon exifted in a 
dark period, he had all the benefits of 
education which the age could poffibly 
afford.. We do not here mean his being 
brought up at Oxford and Paris, which 
was a common thing in thofe days, and 
was the cafe of thoufands who never made 
a figure in the republic of letters. What 


we have in view, is his peculiar felicity in 
enjoying the early patronage, inftruction, 
and affittance of Shirwood, Grofteft, and 
their friends, who were almoft the only 
perfons among whom any traces of true 
knowledge were to be met with. But, 
whatever might be his happinefs in this 
refpe&, his advantages bore no proportion 
to his improvements, The progre{s he 
made in fcience can be accourted for on 
no other fuppofition, than that of his being 
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endowed with a genius aliogether 

prifing ; and which, if he bad been con- 

fined tn village, would have 

broken forth with a fp'endour that could 
“peg oe .. 
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above the opportunitie 


he had ey 


voured with, and pufked him to 


veries, in the attainment of which he 
could receive no help fiom the period 
wherein he lived. His exalted mind faw, 
at once, though the errors of preced 

times, and fixed immediately upon the 
enly principles that ean lead to folid truth. 


Noble Charaéter of Bacon. 


In his Opus Majus, he thews, that top 
great a dependence on authority, the ai. 
lowing an undue weight to cuttom, the 
fear of offending the vulgar, and the af. 
feStation of concealing ignorance under a 
{pecious difplay of wifdom, are*the four 
grand impediments to the advancement of 
knowledge ; and points out, in various 
inftances, the miltakes they occafion, He 
proves that we are not under an obj. 
gation of adhering, implicitly, to what 
we hear and read, but have a right of 
examining into the fentiments of tho 
who have gone before us; of adding to 
their opinions, when defective; and of 
correcting them, when wrong, provide: 
we do it with modefty and decency, Be. 
fides laying open the fources of erroneous 
notions, he propofes the cleareit and mo 
judicious methods at arriving at real 
{cience 3 and, as we have already hinted, 
infifts largely on the neceflity of making 
experience our guide. 

A pervfal of Roger Bacon’s works will 
convince us of the extent, as well as 
brightneis of his genius, Though his 
enquiries reached to almoft every branch 
of literature, he did not perform them in 
a fuperficial, or even in a general way, 
but eatered deeply into each fubject: to 
that one would imagine it had been his 
fole purfuit. The accuracy and fullnels 
with which he has exprefled himéelf con- 
cerning the different parts of ftudy, and 
fuch as he might be expected to have the 
leaft acquaintance with, form a high ad- 
dition to his character. 

A particular tribute of honour is due t» 
him, on account of the juit fentiments he 
entertained with regard to moral philo- 
fophy, and the fcriptures. He faw, in 
its full light, the connection between 
natural and revealed religion: he per 
ceived that they mutually fupport each 
viher, and that the latter mutt be erected 
on the former, in order to ftand on a folid 
and immoveable foundation. A 
principle this! which, by being properly 
attended to, has produced fome of the 
heft beoks the prefent enlightened age has 

en3 and has afforded the moft ration: 
and unanfwerable vindications of Clu- 

nity. 

In fhort, Roger Bacon was born ta 
ife, in almoft every refpect, above the 
pretudices of his day. e was born to 

lect in himfeif, as in one focus, all the 
ays of knowledge that were fcattered 

s:oad in the world; and not only to do 
0, but to make amazing additions to 
feparate branch of fcience: as wi 
abundant! 
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His extraordinary Learning. 


suedantly be manifef&ed, by our pro- 
gding to give a more particular detail 
of his admirable improvements and dif- 
coveries. , 

The view we have already given of the 
jifeand literary character of Roger Bacon, 
mutt have been fufficient to convince us 
tht, confidering the period in which he 
fourithed, he was a moft extraordinary 
perfon; and that the enlargement of his 
sind, and the extent of his knowledge, 
were extremely great: but were we to 
flop here, we fhould be. far from doing 
jutice to his merits 5 far from reprefenting 
him as he really was, with regard to his 
dilities and attainments. Jf we would 
have an adequate conception of the man, 
ve mutt purfue him more diftinctly 
through the different branches of {cience, 
and examine the progreis and difcoveries 
which he made in every feparate part of 
fudy. 

Let us then begin with grammatical 
learning, which is the ulual foundation of 
oer improvements. No one had a higher 
fenfe of its value than our worthy Friar, 
as appears from his Opus Majus; in 
wiich he points out, at large, the many 
advantages that flow from a {kill ia the 
languages, and fhews the vaft importance 
of being able to perufe the beft authors in 
their ongirals. Accordingly, his own 
proficiency was proportionably eiminent : 
tor he was perfectly acquainted with the 
Latin, the Greek, the Hebrew, and the 
Chaldee tongues, He was even capable 
of compofing gramimars in them 3 and has 
lit indubitable marks that he underftood 
them with a critical exactnefs. This was 
vay furprifing for that age, when few 
pefons had any confiderable knowledge 
inthe languages, and when it was ex- 
tremely difficult to get accefs to them, 
aud obtain proper inftructions concerning 
them, Nor were his philological enqui- 
nes purfued in a pedantic manner, but 
conducted with fome degree of tafte. He 
was fond of the Roman poets, and makes 
fveral quotations from them in his writ- 

s. His :ezard for Virgil induced him 
to compofe obfervations upon the works 
ci that divine genius ; and his judicious 
reading of the ancients in general, is evi- 
dent lyem his tly!e, which, if it hs not 
tie claflic purity and elezance of the 
Auguitan period, has, however, a clear- 
Nels, a precifion, a neatnels, and a 
f gth, greatly fuperior to his day. 
“¢ had certainly a happy way of ex- 
Heling his ideas, there being nothing 
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awkward, ob{cure, or redundant in his 
diction. 

Nor was he meanly verfed in other 
branches.of the belles lettres. He wrote, 
for inftance, upon chronology, and was 
well acquainted with it; as he was, alfo, 
with hillory, and efpecially the four grand 
empires of the world, of which he has 
given an accurate account. It is apparent, 
likewife, that, he had a complete know- 
ledge of geography, fo far as it could 
then be underitood. He had even a fuller 
and more exact comprehenfion of the 
fituation, extent, and inhabitants of many 
countries, than fome who have devoted 
their principal atiention to the fubject. 
His fkill, in this refpect, was {o eminent, 
that it reached to the remoteit places: for 
he had very jut notiors of Tartary, 
China, and the reft of the kinedoms in 
that part of the globe. The geographical 
obfervations he hath left us in his Opus 
Majus, are allowed to have uncommon 
merit. 

But though Roger Bacon’s acquaintance 
with the feveral kinds of learning already 
mentioned, would have been { F ( 


n 
uflicient to 
have gained him a high character, even if 
he had applied to nothing clie, yet the 
reputation he hence deferved has been loft 
amidét the blaze of his other excellencies. 
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s 3 and he exhibited, in his own une 
provements, a ftmking initance of the 
truth of his semerks. He has wiitten 
upon ail the parts of that fublime fcience, 
in amanner that hath excited the applauie 
and efteem of the belt judees. He come 
pofed, likewiie, a number of pieces upon 
natura! philot yphy in s eral, ind cultie 
vated the particular branches of it ~with 
ainazing fuccels. 

‘ith recard to mechanics, Dr. Freind 
has declared, that not a fuperior genius 
has {prurg up fince the days of Archi- 
medes; and of this we have the cleareft 
evidence, in his performance on the fecret 

cs of art and nature, and the none 
exiftence of magic, wherein he explained 
how nature may be wrought upon and 
heightened by art, i 
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brought to perfection. He informs us 
that a boat may be fo conftruéted, and the 
oars fo difpofed in it, as to make more 
way with a fingle perfon, than another 
veffel could though fully manaed. Some 
attempts of this fort have been made in 
Jater times, and not entirely without effedt, 
in Flanders and Holland. It is poffible 
too, he fays, to contrive-a chariot, which, 
without the alfiftance of animals, fhall 
move with the utmoit force and fwiftnefs. 
He thinks, alfo, that flying inftruments 
might be formed, in the middle of which 
a man might fit, and direct them by a 
kind of rudder, The revder may, per- 
haps, be difpofed to finile at thefe in- 
ftances of our learned Monk’s ingenuity : 
but they are decifive proofs of his extraor- 
dinary mechanical fkili ; and if the {chemes 
feem a little whimfical, they have not- 
withttanding engaged the attention of 
other eminent philofophers betides Roger 
Baccn. He tells us, moreover, that a 
machine may be made, which fhall raife 
or fink, with eafe, the greatett weights : 
whence it is apparent, that he underftood 
the perpetual fcrew. He fpeaks, likewife, 
ef many more infruments, and aflures 
as, that he had feen and experienced all 
of them, excepting the apparatus for 
flying. Such was the furprifing ac- 
gua:ntance of our Fiiar with the fecret 
powers of nature ; and to this it was prin- 
cipaliy owing that he was treated as a 
magician, though he propofed his difco- 
veries as having nothing extraordinary in 
them ; but as being merely the refult of a 
knowledge, not difficult to be attained, 
and which he was ready to communicate 
to every honeft enquirer. 

Another part of fcience, wherein his 
proficiency was equally amazing, was 
optics, in the theory and practice of 
which he took indefatigable pains. He 
was at much expence, as well as labour, 
to bring it to perfection ; and though, at 
that tine, an almoft total ignorance pre- 
vailed with regard to it, though it was 
only ftudied by few perfons, yet fo fuc- 
cefsful were his refcarches, that he appears 
to have hit upon moit of the grand in- 
ventions which, in modern ages, have re- 
flected the higheit luftre on individuals, 
and even on nations themfelves. He has 
defcribed the method of making reading- 
glaffes, and pointed out the ufe of them, 
with a clearnefs and precifion that do not 
admit of the leaft doubt. He hath in- 
formed us alfo, that himfelf, and his 
friend Peter de Maham, had conftructed 
3 number of burning-glafics, and he hath 


His Knowledge in Mechanicy Aftronamy, Chemiftry, &c, 


given us an account of the Camerg Oh. 
[cura. What, perhaps, will be efteemed 
ftill more furprifing, it is evident; tha 
the important diftovery of the telefcope 
was made by him. ‘That he underitood 
this adinirable inftrument is indubitable 
from feveral paffages in his works ; nor 
had he merely an idea of it, as-a pofible 
thing, but put his idea into execution, 
Accordingly, we have fufficient reafon ts 
believe, that he actually ufed telefcopes in 
his aftronomical obfervations, His ap. 
paratus, indeed, was neither fo elegant 
nor fo perfeét as modern times have pro. 
duced: neverthelefs, it was extremely fer. 
viceable to him in the acquifition of know. 
ledge, and was applied by him to die 
mott valuable purpofes. 

From this fubjeét the tranfition is very 
natural to the confideration of Roget 
Bacon's proficiency with regard to aftro- 
nomy, ii which his fkill was proportioned 
to the reft of his improvements. So ex- 
tenfive, fo accurate was his acquaintance 
with this fublime fcience, that he faw 
clearly through the errors of the calendar, 
and was capable of fpecifying the proper 
method of correéting them. This knows 
ledge he acquired without any affiftance 
but from his own fagacity and diligence, 
and earneftly prefled pope Clement the 
Fourth to undertake the alteration of the 
ftyle, It is remarkable, that the fcheme 
luid down by him was more exact and 
complete, than the plan afterwards adopted 
by Gregory the Thirteenth. Our Monk 
was for having the reformation begin from 
the birth of our Saviour, and not from 
the council of Nice. The calendar framed 
by him, for this purpofe, is ftill extant; 
and it is, with good reafon fuppofed, that 
from him were borrowed the ideas whicn 
gave rife to the Gregorian correction ; 
while, at the fame time, the perfons who 
carried it into execution had not the wif- 
dom to render the defign fo perfect a 
Roger Bacon had propofed. ; 

But let us pafs on to the furvey of him 
as a chemift, where we fhall find his cha- 
racter as extraordinary as in other refpects. 
He may be almoft confidered as the intro- 
ducer of chemiftry into this kingdom; 
and it was purfued by him with fuch un- 
common fuccefs, that he underftood, and 
hath fpoken of, many of the operations 
now in ufe. His comparatively accurate 
and extenfive acquaintance with this fcience 
is acknowledged by all who are converfant 
with the fubject; and he made feveral 
very capital difcoveries, Among the reft, 
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iteard to its ingredients and its appli- 
ation. He mentions clearly and di- 
finétly the materials neceflary to a com- 
pofition of that fort, and the great effects 
it might produce. It is worthy of parti- 
cular notice, that he believes it was fome 
preparation of this nature which enabled 
Gideon, with his three hundred pitchers 
and lamps, to obtain a complete victory 
over the Midianites. : . 

Another thing obfervable in our Friar, 
was his {kill in the tranfmutation of me- 
rls. Whatever he thought of his at- 
tempts to find out the philofopher’s ftone, 
4s it has been called, or the art of con- 
veiting bafe fubftances into gold, it is 
certain, he went as far that way as any 
man; and, in the profecution of his main 
fubjeét, ftruck out a multitude of im- 
portant truths. Several of his principles 
and pofitions have been fince approved and 
confirmed by the moft intelligent and cu- 
rious philofophers ; and Boerhaave {peaks 
of him with peculiar honour, 

The lat inftance we fhall mention of 
Roger Bacon’s vaft proficiency, as an al- 
chemift, is his tin€ture of gold for the 
pefervation of life, in his invention and 
de(cription of which, he has afforded ma- 
nifelt proofs how well he was acquainted 
with the powers of nature. The medi- 
cine itfelf, indeed, will be looked upon as 
whimfical, but the inveftigation of it led 
him to many valuable enquiries and dif- 
coveries. 

When we refle&t on the courfe of his 
chemical ftudies, we cannot wonder, that 
he applied to medicine in general. ‘To 
this we are indebted for his admirable 
treatife on avoiding the infirmities of age, 
of which an account has already been 
given, He wrote, likewife, other pieces 
in the fame {cience. 

While Roger Bacon employed himfelf 
in the moft abftrufe and fublime f{pecu- 
lations and purfuits—while he cultivated 
fweral kinds of knowledge, in which he 
was without a rival; one would imagine 
that he could have had no time to attend 
to the common literature of the age. This 
thiely included logic and metaphyfics, 
and confifted of a thoufand fubtle quettions 
and diftin&tions which the {choolmen have 
litely introduced. However, if the fa- 
hionable learning was entitled to the leat 
degree of praife, our Friar underftood it 
in all its extent, as is evident from his 
works, and his reputation in it was equal 
tothat of the beft of his cotemporaries. 
With regard to ethics, as we have for- 
nerly obferved, his merit was very diftin- 
Novemerr, 1734. 


His Knowledge of Chymifiry. 
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guifhed; for fo juft and enlarged weie 
his fentiments of moral philofophy, that 
he confidered it as the end and perfeétion 
of human wifdom, as the fame with di- 
vinity, and the foundation of revealed 
religion. 

To crown the whole, he was fo far 
from neglecting the peculiar bufinefs of 
his profeffion, that he rendered all his en- 
quiries fubfervient to it, and feems to have 
had nothing in view, but the honour of 
the Supreme Being, and the welfare of 
mankind. He entertained the utmoft vee 
neration for the Scriptures, urged the 
ftudy of them in their original languages, 
and thought that all other parts of lite- 
rature would contribute to make them 
better underftood. To evince this was 
the grand purpofe of his writings, and 
particularly of his laft performance, the 
Compendium of Theology ; the publi- 
cation of which would probably be ex- 
trely ufeful, and throw much light on a 
variety of fubjeéts. Nay, extraordinary 
and furprifing as his charaéter appears, 
there is reaion to believe it would be 
deemed ftill more amazing, if all his ma- 
nufcripts were collected from the duft of 
libraries, where fome of them have long 
Jain forgotten, and were brought into, 
open day. 

Such was Friar Bacon; and therefore 
it is no wonder, that he was called Doétor 
Mirabilis, a title he well deferved, while 
the other authors of his time had no juit 
pretenfions to the pompous appellations 
which were beftowed upon them. His 
works have been read with aftonifhment 
by the beft modern writers, and will ever 
be admired, fo Jong as the leaft love of 
fcience and learning remains in Britain. 

We hope that none of our readers will 
be difpofed to think lefs honourably of 
him, becaufe he did not, in all refpects, 
difcard the errors of the times. ‘This is 
fo far from affording caufe of blame, that 
the matter of furprife is how, in fo dark 
a period, and under fuch prodigious dif- 
advantages, he was capable of ftriking 
cut the light he did. As to his fenti- 
ments concerning Ariftotle, though he 
looked upon his performances as the foun- 
dation of knowledge, let it be remem- 
bered, that th's was the prevailing, the 
indifputable opinion of the age. Let it 
alfo be remembered, that our Monk did 
not take that philofopher in the wretched 
tranilation then received, did not confine 
himfelf to his difcoveries, but dared to 
differ from him, where he faw reafon; 
for no one had a higher fenie of the pol! 
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586 Remarks on Macbeth. 


bility and importance of tranfcending the jurioufly treated, fills us with the highet 
limits of ancient wifdom. With regard, indignation ; but thus hath the ungrate. 
likewife, to his favourable notion of judi- ful world often ufed its noblet benefac. 
cial aftrology, an attachment to it was tors. The injuftice fhewn to the perfon 
the general miftake of the day; a mif- of our Friar, extended alfo to his works, 
take which continued in much more en- ‘The odium caft upon his charaéter, to. 
lightened times. Befides, he did not gether with other concurring circum. 
imagine, that the difpofition of the tars ftances, had the unhappy inflnence of oc. 
abfolutely controlled the courfe of events, _cafioning his writings to be fo much neg. 
or broke in upon moral agency, and hu- _leéted, that there was a danger of their 
man liberty. We need not fay, that the being wholly loft ; and Leland complains, 
charge of his being addifted to magic that it would be eafier to collect the Sy. 
was founded on the groffeft ignorance ; bils leaves, than the titles of the books 
or attempt to refute the ridiculous ftory he compofed. If they had not been 
of the brazen head, which has been ap- almoft entirely unknown, mankind could 
plied to feveral other eminent men. not have continued fo long ignorant of 

The more we confider the attainments the valuable difcoveries they contain 
of Roger Bacon, amidit the greateft ob- Late, very late it was, before his merit 
ftru€tions, and under a long and fevere was fet in a full light ; and we are under 
perfecution, the more we fhall admire the great obligations to thofe who have re 
vigour of his mind, the fteadinefs of his {cued his name and produétions from 
application, and the progrefs he made. oblivion. Our acknowledgments are par- 


Nor can we too much revere the virtues 
of his heart, his zeal for the public good, 
the freedom with which he communicated 
his inventions, and his rendering them all 
fubfervient to the beft purpofes. That 
fuch a man fhould be fo harfhly and in- 


ticularly due to Dr. Jebb, and the au- 
thors of the Biographia Britannica, whofe 
excellent labours have enabled us to fee, 
that Roger Bacon, all things confidered, 
was, perhaps, the brighteft genius which 
Britain, or the world, hath produced, 
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“CRITICAL REMARKS on rue TRAGEDY or MACBETH. 


By Tuomas 


HE author had more than one thing 
in view when he wrote the tragedy 
of Macbeth. James I. loved the mufes, 
and to his own and the poet’s honour, di- 
ftinguifhed our Shak{peare by particular 
marks of favour. His plays, we have 
the authority of Ben Jonfon to aver, gave 
the king delight ; and our beft edi- 
tors {peak of a letter which James wrote 
to him in his own hand: a very fingular 
mark of royal favour, and an evident 
proof of the king’s gocd tafte, humanity, 
and condefcenfion. _ 
To compliment his royal mafter as the 
defcendant of Banquo, and the firft of 
aur monarchs, 


© That twofold balls and treble fceptres 
carry’d, 


was one main motive to the choice of the 
fubjeét. “James’s belief in witchcraft, and 
his pretended knowledge of demonglogy, 


DD avr &s. 


on which fubjeé he publithed a volume, 
wa:, I believe, another inducement in 
order to gain his prince’s favour. In an 
account Sir James Harrington has given 
of a long conference he had with James, 
he informs us that a confiderable part of 
the king’s difcourfe turned upon witch- 
craft. I farther believe that there was 
another, and a political, reafon which 
prevailed upon Shak {peare to make a part 
of the Scottith hiftory the fubjeé of a 
play. The Englifh and Scotch, united 
under one king, was a f{plendid novelty, 
as well as a matter of great confequence 
to both. The perpetual wars, which 
had been carried on with great animofity, 
for about five or fix hundred years, be- 
tween the inhabitants of the northern and 
fouthern parts of the ifland, had contri 
buted to embitter the fpirits of both, and 
the fudden eftablifhment of government 


under one prince could not immediately 
remove 
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Garrick’s Fudgement applauded. 


ye that difpleafure which had fo long 
ren ra Shakfpeare, therefore, 
chofe a fubject which he thought would 


higheft render the Scots impertant in their own 
ngrate- tyes, and in the opinion of their new al- 
eneface jies and fellow fubjeéts. He has, be- 
perfon fides, very happily contrived to celebrate 
works, the humanity, courage, and generofity, 
ter, to- of his own countrymen, in the fame 
— piece. The lawful heir to the crown of 
€ of oc. Scotland is honourably maimtained and 
ch nege fupported, in the court of an Englifh 
af their king, by the bravery of whofe fubjects 
nplains, the banifhed prince is reftored, and the 
the Sy. uiurper defeated. This waa a fair and 
e beoks honourable method of making court to 
ot been both Englith and Scotch. 

id could Dr. Johnfon’s obfervations on witch- 
om of craft ave learned and inftrutive: nothing 
engnell can be added to them, at leaft by me. 

us a The impreffions made on the mind of 
re unde 


Shakfpeare, refpeéting witches, fairies, 


have ree and inchantment, produced, in his riper 


os from years, fuch amazing defcriptions of the 
ee, {uppoled powers, manners, and magic 
€ all ae : 
charms, of thefe imaginary beings, as 
a, whole 7 pee ie 


were wonderfally fuited to the credulous 


Is to fee, age in which he lived. Like other great 




















587 
and deftroyed that peculiarity which di- 
ftinguifthes Macbeth from feveral of our 
author's pieces. The jingle of rhyme 


delighted the ears of our court critics, for 
no other reafon, which I can difcover, 
but becaufe the plays of the French na- 
tion, and efpecially their tragedies, wore 
the chiming fetters; but the dramatic 


poets of France knew that their language 
was too weak for blank verfe, or for lines 
of twelve feet, without the affiftance of 
rhyme, and therefore, what was mere 
neceffity in them, the falfe judges of our 
language confidered as an effential beauty. 

In the Memoirs of Mr. Garrick I 
have quoted fome purt of a {iene between 
Macbeth and his lady, upon the mott fe- 
rious and important fubjeét, where po- 
verty of fentiment is only exceeded by 
wretchednels of rhyme. Davenant had, 
indeed, disfigured the whole piece, yet, 
notwithitanding all his added deformities 
and fad mutilations, fo much of the ori- 
ginal Macbeth was {till retained, that it 
continued, from the revival in 1665 to 
1744, avery favourite entertainment of 
the ftage. Betterton, who was then at 
the head of the Duke of York's com- 



























nfidered, pots, he took advantange of the popu- pany, under Sir William Davenant, 
us which lar fuperftition to create fuch phantoms whatever his own talte might be, was 
uced, of the imagination, which the weak and obliged to fall in with the views of his 
cedulous believed as implicitly as the matter and the fathion of the times, 
aonened articles of their creed, while the more Happily for the lovers of Shakfpeare, 
fagacious confidered them as efforts of Mr. Garrick, fome years before he was a 
fancy and effufions of genius, which con- patentee, broke through the fetters of 
tubuted to the main defign of the poet, —foolifh cuftom and arbitrary impofition + 
TH. to delight. he reftored Macbeth to the public almoft 
‘ At the Reftoration, few of our author’s in the fame drefs it was lett us in, by the 
plays were written to the palate of the author. A fcene or two, which were 
court, and thofe who affumed the direc- not conducive to the aétion, he threw out 
tion of the public amufements. After in reprefentation; others that were too 
volume, HM Macbeth had been thrown afide, or neg- long he judicioufly pruned ; very few ad- 
ement in lefted for fome years, Sir William Da- ditions were made, except in fome paf- 
In an venant undertook to refine and reduce it, fages of the play neceflary to the better 
has given HMM as near as poflible, to the ftandard of the explanation of the writer's intenrion. 
h James, tate in vogue. He likewife brought it, He compofed, indeed, a pretty long 
le pat of TMM as well as he could, to the refemblance fpeech for Macbeth, when dying, which, 
on witch of an opera. In the mufical part he though fuitable perhaps to the charaéter, 
here was was affifted by Mr. Locke, an eminent was unlike Shakfpeare’s manner, who 
on which mafter of mulic. It muft be confefled was not prodigal of beftowing abundance 
ake a part tie fongs of Hecate, and the other of matter on charaéters in that fituation. 
pje&k of a witches, have a folemn adaption to the But Garrick excelled in the expreffion of 
h, united beings for whom they were compofed. convulfive throes and dying agonies, and 
d noveltys HM Dancies of furies were invented tor the would not lofe any opportunity that of - 
nfequenct HM incantation-fcene in the fourth-aét, and fered to thew his ‘kill in that part of his 
wether = years fince I {aw our beft dancers _ profeffion. 
a ’ employed in the exhibition of infernal 
—_ = fhirits. Had Davenant ftopped here, it A&I, Scenel. 
rthern an had been well for his reputation, but this FIRST WITCH. 
ad “er ilintru&ted admirer of Shak{peare al- ‘ 
3 ec tired the plan of the author's defign, When fhall we three meet again ? 
amediately 4 E2 It 


remove 


























588 
It has been an old complaint of ftage 
critics, that the parts of the witches are 
always diftributed amongift the low come- 
dians, who, by mitiaking the fenfe of the 
author, render thofe fentiments ridicu- 
lous which were defigned by him to be 
{poken with gravity and folemnity.— 
Should we fuppofe this charge to be well 
founded, it would not be a very eafy tafk 
to remove it; for the tragedians are all 
employed in various parts of the drama, 
fuited to their feveral abilities, fo that 
none but the comic actors are left to wear 
gowns, beards, and coifs. But, I con- 
tefs, I do not fee the propriety of the ac- 
cufation, ‘There is, in the witches, fome- 
thing odd and peculiar, and approaching 
to what we call humour. ‘The manners 
beftowed on thefe beings are more fuitable 
to our notions of comic than tragic ac- 
tion, and better fitted to Yates and Ed- 
win than Henderfon and Smith. Nor 
do I fee any impropriety in the maxner 
adopted by the prefent comedians, who 
have too-much underitanding to facrifice 
fentiment to grimace, or propriety to bui- 
foonery. From the dramatis perfone of 
Davenant’s Macbeth, we fee the parts of 
the witches given to the low comedians 
of thofe times, and in this the alterer, 
who had ieen plays at the Globe, and in 
Blacktriers, long before the civil wars, 
followed, in all probability, the practice 
of the eld flage. 


WITCH. 


Weary fev’nnights nine times nine 
Shall he dwindle, peak, and pine. 


The High’ands of Scctland feem to 
have been the favowite refurt of witches 
and inchanters, where they are fuppofed 
to have performad their moft powerful 
charms and diabolical incantations; and 
more particularly the town of Foris, near 
which plaee Macbeth was firlt accofted by 
thefe beings. A waxen image of King 
Daffus, fays Buchanan, was found roaft- 
ing at a fire, in that town, before fume 
infernal hags, who were immediately 
feized and punifhed ; upon the deftroying 
the image, the king, itis faid, recovered, 
Buchanan did not rely much on the truth 
of the ftory, but gave it as it was related 
by former writers, though he could not 
find it authenticated by ancient record, 
This ttrange power, of weakening or 
killing the bodies of men at a dittance, 
is of very ancient date. Lambard, in 
his Topographical DiGtionary, mentions 
4 curious girdle, which was fo fliongly 


Manners of the Witches. 


poifoned as to kill a man ata confiderahle 
dittance ; it was intended, by a certain 
perfon or perfons, to difpatch the Dean 
of York. The girdle was brought to 


Smithfield, as heretical, and there burnt, 


WITCHES, 
The weird fitters hand in hand. 


To the learned notes of Dr. Warby;. 
ton and Me. Steevens, upon the word 
weird, I thall only add, that the clofty. 
rift of Douglas's tranflation of Virgil 
derives qeird from the Anglo-Saxon 
wyrd, fatum, fosuna, eventus ; Warde, 
Fata, Parce.~ The old Scotch curle, of 
* waeworth him,” is apparently derived 
from «ved, or weyzvard. Thefe wey. 
ward filters feem to be akin to the Eume. 
nides of the Greeks. ‘The Furies ae 
prototypes of the northern Parca. 


BAN QUO. 


— 


What are thefe, 
So wither’d, and fo wild in their attire? 


When James I, atked Sir John Har- 
rington, * Why the devil did work mote 
with ancient women than others?’ Sir 
John repled, ¢ We were taught hereof in 
Scripture, where it ts told, that the devil 
watketh in dry places. 


w tt ¢ &. 


All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of 
Glamis ! 


In the relation of this part of the hif- 
tory, Buchanan differs entirely from 
Hollingfthead, who copied the wanilator 
of Boetius. He relates, that, when he 
was at a diftance trom the court, Macbeth, 
on a certain night, dreamt that he faw 
three women, of an auguit and move 
than human form, who faluted him by 
the feveral titles of Angus and Muriay, 
and, laftly, of King. 


MACBETH. 


My dul! brain was wrought 
Vith things forgot. 


* T was rumin ting on matters 10: 
worth your hearing or my remembrance. 
Scene IV. 
MALCOLM. 
As one that had been ftudy’d in his death, 


© Studied in his death’ is a phrafe bor- 


rowe* from the theatre: to be ftudied in 
a pai: 
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; prt is to have got it by rote, or to 
jive made yourfelt matter of it. Mr. 
Geevens hath, with great prob ibility, 
faypoted, that, in the defcription of Caw. 
jo’s death, the author had a retrofpect 
o the behaviour of Effex. at his execu- 
on, He was, by James himfelf, elteem- 
ej to be one of his martyrs; ana it 1s 
pot improbable that Shakfpeare was per- 
finally acquainted with the dear and un- 
jrunate friend of his pation, Southamp- 
fon. 
MACBET He 


Which do but what they fhould, by do- 
ing every thing 
gafe towards your love and honour. 


The feveral propofed emendations of 
this palage, by Mr. Theobald, Dr. War- 
burton, Dr. Johnfon, and Dr. Kenrick, 
ae by no means fatisfactory. Dr. John- 
fon candidly doubts his alteration of fafe 
to fapes ; the fiefs, or fief'd, of Dr. War- 
burtoa, is not admiffible ; and Kenrick’s 
ward, though the moft plaufible, does 
not, I believe, come up to the intention 
of the author. I have before me a copy 
of Shakfpeare in folio, the fecond edi- 
tion, which formerly belonged to Mr. 
William Thompfon, of Queen's Col- 
lege, Oxford, author of a poem on Sick- 
nes: in the margin he puts a quettion, 
whether it fhould not be Uife and hoxour 
vitead of Jowe and honour ? and this 
conjegture is fubmitted to the reider, as 
at leat preferable to any emendation as 
yet advanced. 


MACBETH. 


The Prince of Cumberland !—that is 
a tte 

On which C muf fall down, or elle 
o’er-leap. 


The mind of Macheth had been greatly 
agitated by the preceding prophecies of 
the witches, and the completion of part of 
them. His fancy had prefented to his 
mind the accomplifhment of the whole, 
by an aét, the thought of which alone 
had ftruck him with reluétant horror. He 
feems to have refembled Hazael, in the 
Scriptures, who, being told, by the pro- 
phet Elifha, he fhould bring terrible cala- 
mities upon the people of Ifrael, cried 
out, ‘Is thy fervant a dog, that he 
fhould do thefe things?’ But the poet 
artfully throws in frefh fuel to ftimulate 
bis ambition, by the King’s nominating 
his fon Prince of Cumberland, The 


crown of Scotland was not, as Mr. 
Steevens has obferved, hereditary; and 
every reader of Scottith hiltory will be 
convinced, that pradence and neceflity 
both co-operated to prevent a regular fuc- 
ceflion of the fon to the father in that 
kingdom. The kings of Scotland were 
fo often immaiurely deftroyed, by foreign 
wars, factions nobility, or private trea- 
chery, that it was wifely ordered the crown 
fhould devolve on the next of kin are 
rived to maturity of age and ripenefs of 
underftanding, and not to the fon of the 
deceafed monarch under ape. This was 
the practice in that kinodom for many 
ages. Duncan, by apps inting his fon, 
then a minor, Prince of Cumberland, a 
dignity like that of Prince of Wales with 
us, cut off all Macbeth’s hup-s of gain- 
ing the crown in cale ehe King hhouid 
have died before Malcolin arrived to years 
of maturity. Buchanan fays expr tiiv, 
that, by this aétion, Duncan had given 
him fufficient caufe of difcontent. 


Scene VII. 
MACBETH. 


—— But, inthefe cafes, 
We (till have judgement here, that we 
but teach 
Bloody inftruétions. 


he beft comment en this paflage is to 
be read in the preface to Sir Walter Ra- 
Jeigh’s Hiltory of the World, and more 
particularly in the following quotation 
from it: ¢ For thofe kings, wuich have 
fold the blood of others at a low rate, 
have but made a market for their own 
eneinies to buy of theirs at the fame price.® 


MACBET H. 


Befides, this Duncan 
Hath borne his tacuities fo meek, hath 
been 
So clear in his great office—— 


The only fault, attributed by hilto- 
rians to the unhappy Duncan, was ex- 
cefs of humanity and gentlenefs of difpo- 
tion. ——* Vir fumma humanitate,” fays 
Buchanan, ‘ ac majore erga fuos indul- 
‘ gentia quam in rege par erat.” 

IDEM. 

And Pity, like a naked new-born babe 

Striding the bla, or heaven's cherubin 

hors’d 

Upon the fightlieft couriers of the air, 

Shall blow the horrid dead in ev'ry eye, 

That tears fhail drown the wind; 

The 
































590 Pity beautifully per fonified. 


The author, not fatiisficd wirh pre- 
fenting us with that tender and beautiful 
image of pity, a new-born babe, rifes to 
the more fublime idea of an angel mount- 
ed on the wings of the wind, to com- 
municate the dilaftrous news of a mo- 
narch’s murder to the world. The 
thought feems to have been borrowed 
from the eighteenth pfalm: ‘ He rode 
wpon the cherubim and did fly ; he came 
flying upon the wings of the wind !’ 

Fenton, in his tragedy of Mariamne, 
in the following lines of Sohemus to Sa- 
Jome, makes Pity young and fhort-lived : 


—— In diftant ages paft, 
Pity dy’d young, of griet, they fay, 
to fee 
Aneagle wreak his malice on a wren. 


LADY MACBETH. 


Was*the hope drunk 
Wherein you drefs'd yourfelf ? 


In other words, ¢ Were you fober when 
you firft entertained the conception of 
killing the king ?” 

The undaunted fpirit and determinedly 
wicked refolution of Macbeth’s wife are 
no where to be matched, in any female 
charaéter of the antient Greek drama, 
except in the Clytemneftra of AE{chylus. 
Their fituations are different, but their 
charaéters bear a great refemblance. Both 
are haughty and intrepid, artful and 
cruel, in the extreme : Clytemneftra plans 
the murder of Agamemnon, her huf- 
band, and is herielf the aflaffin ; Lady 
Macbeth not only encourages her huf- 
band to kill the King, but enjoys the 
fact when it is done ; the remorfe of the 
murderer fhe confiders as pufillanimity, 
and helps to remove the appearance of 
guilt from him by fimearing the faces of 
the fleeping grooms. 


LADY MACBETH. 


: What not put upon 
His /ponzy officers ? 


Men drenched in liquer are with great 
Propity compared to /pomges. When 


Efchines praifed Philip Kin me 
don for hit abilities in fare dg _ 
thenes told him, £ that was ac 
tion fit for a /ponge.” 

Of the original ators in Macbeth we 
can form no judgement; for nothing is 
to be found relating to them in books, 
nor has tradition handed down any thing 
concerning them. We may indeed con. 
jecture, that Burbage, who exhihited 
Richard III. was, by the author, feleGted 
to reprefent Macbeth. Not only becaufe 
he was the firft tragedian of the times, 
but, from his performing charadters of 3 
fimilar caft, we may fuppofe him to have 
been better adapted to it than Taylor, 
(another eminent ator in tragedy,) or 
any player of that age. 

The Tatler has celebrated Betterton 
for his excellence in Macbeth as well as 
other principal tragic parts. Cibber has 
not particularly diftinguifhed this great 
comedian for his performance of this 
character; that he aéted it to the very 
verge of his life, I learned in a converfa- 
tion with Mr. Ryan. Though Booth 
was one of the company of comedians 
who obtained a licence in the year 1711, 
foon atter the death of Betterton, Wilks, 
with great partiality, gave Macbeth to 
Mr. John Mills, a player whom he pa- 
tronifed. But Mills was deficient in ge- 
nius to difplay the various paffions and 
turbulent fcenes of the character. Mills 
was, in perfon, inclined to the athletic 
fize ; his features large, though not ex- 
preflive ; his voice was manly and power- 
ful, but not flexible ; his aétion and de- 
portment decent. In voice and perfon he 
was not very unlike Mr. Edward Berry, 
whom Colley Cibber ufed to term a {e- 
cond old Mills. Ihave feen him in Mac- 
beth ; but neither his manner of fpeak- 
ing, his aétion, nor his deportment, made 
any impreffion on my mind greatly to his 
advantage. He fpoke, indeed, the ce- 
lebrated foliloquy on the progrets of time, 
beginning with ¢ To-morrow ! to-mor- 
row! and to-morrow !’ with propriety 
and feeling, and it produced confiderable 
effeét on the audience. 

{ To be continued. } 


Demof. 
Ommenda. 
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Tue POOR LAWS. 

R. Gilbert obferved, that great in- 
M conveniences were ftill experienced 
in many places in the country, from the 
defe&s under which the poor laws ftill 
laboured. It was of much confequence 
toetablith this matter in the cleareft and 
moft precife naanner poffible. He would 
therefore move, that leave be given t» 
bring in a bill for altering and amending 
fo much of an aét of the twenty-fecond 
of the prefent reign, as referred to the 
erection and maintenance of correétion 
houtes, 

Sir Harbord Harbord appreved of the 
motion from a circumftance well known 
in his neighbourhood. Several parithes 
had begun building houfes of correétion, 
but from the uncertainty which at pre- 
fent prevailed with regard to the ufe of 
thefe buildings, as the legiftature had not 
yet decided the matter, they could not 
proceed without further inftruction. They 
were afraid of being involved in further 
dificulfies, from the ignorance in which 
the laws already framed on the fubject 
left them. 

Mr. Sawbridge was not ‘prepared to 
give his confent for admitting any fuch 
bills at prefent, as the feffion was fo far 
gone, and had bufinefs of infinitely 
greater confequence on their hands. He 
hoped the Hon. Member who moved the 
bill would confider how very thin the 
Houfe now was. It would every day be 
more thinly attended 3 and an objeét of 
this kind, which was meant to be general, 
ought to have a full and mature deliber- 
ation of as many Members as could any 
how be colleéted. 

Sir Richard Hill did not fe the force 
of the worthy Alderman’s objection. 
He thought the Houfe very well attended, 
and prefumed the bill would be liberally 
and fully difeuffed, 

Mr. Mainwaring faid a Committee of 
Gentlemen were deliberating on the bill 


which had now been propofed by the 


Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Gilbert. Their 
object was to incorporate the gaol and 
correction-houfe billsinto one. He could 
not fay how far this {cheme was likely to 
fucceed, but the object in his judgment 
was abfolutely effential to a reformation 
in the police of the country, which now 
excited the attention of all who beftowed 
any attention on the fubject. On this 
ground he perfuaded himfelf the Houfe 
would think the propofition before them 
equally reafonable and neceffary. 

Lord Surrey thought this a matter of 
great and general concern, and, for one, 
would not confent to it, at leaft, at this 
time. It was but fair that thofe gentle- 
men who were abfent fhould be apprized 
of the meafure, as he doubted not but 
many great and unanfwerable objections 
would lie againft it. The object to which 
it was directed was fo extenfive as to re-- 
quire a very mature attention, otherwife 
the worlt inconveniences might be the 
confequence of effectiug it rafhly. If 
there was any local improprieties which 
the meafure feemed calculated to remove, 
he faw no objection to appropriating for 
thefe an act of Parliament on purpofe. 
But he deemed it the worft policy in the 
world to attempt remedying a partial evil 
by a general inftitution, as that for one 
that it removed often occafioned many. 

Mr. Hufley was of the noble Lord's 
opinion who fpoke laft. He exclaimed 
again{t the multiplicity of our poor laws. 
It was this particular circumftance which 
rendered them fo very ineffectual. They 
wanted fimplicity, and therefore could 
have no energy; and as the bill now 
moved was more likely, in his opi- 
nion, to encreafe than leffen the evil, he 
fhould certainly give his voice againft it. 

Sir Edward Aftley was for the mo- 
tion. He thought it a juft one, and now 
efpecially neceflary. He fhould move, he 
faid, on fome future day, that every 
county fhould be empowered to raife a 
fum for the erection of fuch buildings, 

which. 
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which fhould be paid by a fmall tax with- 
in a fpace not exceeding twenty two years. 
By this method the country would be 
furnifhed with houfes fufficient for the 
purpofe of confining all thofe who thould 
be found proper objects of correction 5 
and thus a fyftem of police would be 
eltablifhed for the kingdem in general, 
which all men concurred in thinking was 
at laft become indifpenfible. 

Mr. Popham agreed with the Hon. 
Baronet in what he had faid, and repro- 
bated the objections which had been raifed 
agsinft the motion, as trivial and unfatis- 
factory. It was in particular abfurd, he 
faid, to {peak of this bill as general. It 
was no fuch thing. It only impowered 
juttices of the peace to act in a manner for 
which they were not at prefent qualified. 
They would not then be compelled to act 
othe:wife than appeared to be their duty. 
No compulfory claufe was intended, but 
a very great convenience would certainly 
be the confequence of the bill propofed, 
and therefore he hoped the Houle would 
agree to its being brought forward, 

Mr. Powney and others reafoned a great 
deal on the fubject 5 atter which 

Mr. Gilbert rofe, and endeavoured to 
refcue the motion from the various ob- 
jections laid againft it. 

The queftion was then put, and ona 
divifion taking place, the numbers were, 
For the bill -- 53 
Againit it _— 14 
BRICK ano TIL®. 

Before the Houle refolved itfelf into 
a Committee on the confideration of this 
tax 

Sir R. Hill rofe to oppofe the Speaker's 
leaving the chair. ‘The objections to this 
tax, he faid, were innumerable; but he 
withed to free the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer from any reflection, as he was 
compelled, from his office, to provide for 
the pecuniary neceflities of the ftate ; and 
he would vouch for him that he was as 
much the guardian and deliverer of his 
country, as it was poffible for any indi- 
vidual whatever to be. The tax on brick 
and tile, however, appeared to him ex- 
tremely partial and oppreffive. How was 
the tux to be collected? He conceived 
only two ways in which it was practica- 
ble: it mult be dene either when they 
were laid down, or when they were erect- 
ed into work ; and both ways he thought 
would be attended with masifold ditad- 
vantanges. He therefore wifhed the tax 

wholly abandoned ; and as there was a 
time when every iidividval annually af- 





. every ftreet. 


pired to be Chancellor of his Majehr's 
Exchequer, he would, with the leaye d 
the Houfe, mention afew things which he 
had marked in his memorandum book as 
able to bear a fmall fhare of the revenue 

The firft he would propofe,  ¢ 
double toll on all turnpikes. Experience 
proved that this would be a productive 
ebject of taxation. There was fo much 
travelling, efpecially on Sundays, and 
people, efpecially in the metropolis, had 
of Jate become fo tond of the country 
air, that there could beno great hardhhip 
in making them pay for it. He was fure 
a trifle would not be miffed from thot: 
who liked fo well to travel, without hay- 
ing any thing but travelling in view, 

He propofed, alfo, that a fixpence on 
the grofs of corks fhould be impofd. 
The confumption of this article was im- 
menfe, and fuch a fmall impoft, in his 
opinion, would rather increafe than di- 
minifh it, 

All thot and powder, except fuch as 
was expended for the army and navy, he 
prefumed, would not be thought an im- 
proper obje&t of taxation. Much petty 
mifchief was daily occurring from the 
wanton ufe of this article, and he elti- 
mated the grofs amount of what it would 
produce, to be at leaft ten thoufand 
pounds, 

His obje&t was to raife as much money 
as poffible from the luxuries, not the ne- 
ceflaries of life. He fhould therefoe 
conlider pins, needles, black pins, and 
ladies fans, as liable to a fmall duty; 
and no perfon who ufed them would 
grudge paying fomewhat, rather than 
give up the convenience they afford. 

All prints, meffage cards, maps, cari- 
catures, &c, as they are increaled to an 
amazing extent, and engaged a confider- 
able fhare of the public curiofity and at- 
tention, he prefumed ought to be taxed. 
The run and profit of thefe things were 
obvious from the figure they now made in 
The fingle print of the 
Elephant and Carlo Khan had raifed, in 
a very fhort time, above three hundred 
poun: s. . 

Places of public entertainment he 
thought Rill neceffary objeéts of taxation, 
and he propofed, the bill to be brought 
in for that purpofe fhould extend to every 
houle or place of good and bad fame, 
where the leat amufement or diverlion 
was expected or obtained, 

Clocks and watches were now fo much 
the fethion, that the owners would not 
for a trifle velinquith the convemience and 
pleafuse 
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peatite afforded by them. Thefe he praéticable to raife the money any other 
would rate at three fhillings each. way than by excifemen, who were only 

- Majette's In this lift of taxes he could not help adequate to the bufinefs of colleéting fuch 
@ leave of thinking an additional one ought to be a duty. 

rs which he laid on cards and dice; gentlemen were Lord Mahon reprobated the tax in its 
m book as fo fond of thefe, that they would retain principle, pointed out the abfurdities it 
revenue, them at all hazards ; and it was on fuch involved, and with his ufual afperity and 
fe, was a things that Government ought to raifeas fpirit, faid, that the ideas of his Right 
Rx perience much money as poffible. : Hon. friend were frittered and filed down 
productive He was of opinion, that ropes, twine, to nothing and nonfenfe, by the narrow 
as fo much and packthread might bear fomething in and contracted and felfith conceptions of 
days, and fupport of the revenue 5 he would except thofe underlings in office who had not a 
polis, had only thofe appropriated for the ufe of the fingle idea out of it. 

he country army and nayy. ; _ The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe 
at hardhhip The laft obje& of taxation to which he in great good humour, and with a vein of 


le was fure 
from thofe 
thout hav- 
view, 


wilhed the Chancellor to attend, was, ma- 


gizines and news-papers, the latter of 


which he thought might (lili fupport ano- 
ther halfpenny with eafe, for thefe had 


now fo exceedingly increafed fince the Jaft 









beautiful irony made the noble Lord, him- 
{elf, and the whole Houle, very merry 
with the fpeech which had been juft de- 
livered with fo much animation and vyi- 
vacity. It was, he faid, a pity the whole 











































ixpence on 

- impofed. duty, that even Sunday, as well as any official fyitem of tranfaéting the public 
le was im- other, had its Morning Intelligencer, its bufinefs was not concentered in the noble 
oft, in his Sunday Monitor, and foon, Thefe were Lord. But while that was not the cafe, 


hawked through the ftreets with fo much 
indultry, that it was impoffible almott to 


he hoped his Lordthip would have fome 
indulgence for thofe who were obliged, 


e than di- 


pt fuch as get to church without being ftopt to buy not, in every cafe, without much reluce 
| navy, he one, Such he would tax one penny. tance to fubmit to the detail of office. 
ght an im- But this he well knew was a dangerous Mr. Dempfter wifhed thar all bricks 
Auch petty {ubjeS&t_ to meddle with. The gentlemen which were employed iu the building of 


aqueduéts, canals, and other objects of 
public utility, might be exempted from 
the propofed impofition. It would per- 
haps be good policy, initead of impofing 
an additional duty on fuch articles, to en- 
courage their advancement by a proper 
bounty. He was confident, that had the 
public money, which for feveral years paft 
had been expended on the profecution of 
a ruinous war, been laid out in the en- 
couragement of fuch works of general 


in the gallery would be even with him, 
for whenever any Member interfered more 
or lefs with their humour or convenience, . 
they had him under their thumbs imme- 
diately. This was a liberty for which, in 
his opinion, they ought to pay. 

Thefe hints he threw out without any 
finguine expe@tation of his taxes being 
adopted. In the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, however, he profefled the com- 
pleaeft confidence, calling on the Houle 


from the 
d he etti- 
it it would 
| thoufand 


ich money 
not the ne- 
- therefore 
pins, and 
vall duty ; 
em would 


ather than tomark his words, that ‘* Old England ufefulnefs, it would have been more pro- 
ord, and the young fon of Chatham would fall fitably difburfed. 

aps, cari- together.” Lord Mahon was for the taxing of 
afed to an COMMITTEE on Tus TAX. bricks agreeable to their meafurement after 


a confider- 
ity and at- 
> be taxed. 
hings were 
ww made in 
nt of the 
| raifed, in 
e hundred 


they were formed into walls. _ 

Mr. Gafcoyne objeéted to this mode, as 
he faid, in almett every defcription of 
building, it would be impoffible to fepa- 
rate the old bricks and dats from the news 
more efpecially after they were formed 
into the fame mafs. 

Lord Surrey faid, that unlefs the claufe 
propofed were better defined, it would 
ferve but.Jittle purpofe, and afford room 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer owned 
that the tax was in a great meafure a par- 
tial one; but it did not appear to him 
that this evil could be now effe&tually pre- 
vented. There was no time for it, but 
every thing that could be brought forward 
might on another year be of ule. 

Mr. Hufley was extremely diffatisfied 
with the tax. He thought the idea of 


nment he partiality fufficient of itfelf to condemn it, 


taxation, and on that account he fhould oppofe it. for evafion. “ 

9¢ brought Mr. Mainwaring made fome very fen- Mr. Mainwaring withed that the bricks 
\d to every fible obfervations on the mode of collecting employed in the building of Kew-bridge 
bad fame, it, and propofed a.method by which no might be exempted from an additionat 


- diverfion duty. 
Major Grant was proceeding to give 
his opinion on the fubjeé&t, when he was 
4 F interrupted 


lels a fum than ten thoufand pounds wguld 
be faved to the public m this particular. 
Mr. Rofe declared it abfolutely im- 
NOVEMBER, 1784, 
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pleafure 
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interrupted by the Chairman, who begged 
of him to oblerve that he was taking new 
ground, wholly different from what were 
before the Committee. 

Mr. Cornwall Jaid down the order on 
fuck occafions, and obferved, that it was 
the office of every Chaiiman of a Com- 
mittee to confine the obfervations of Mem- 
bers to the prefent fubject of debate, If 
this was not done much time would be 
loft, and this was not untrequently the 
cafe in Committees, 

Mr. Huffey obferved, that much more 
time was commonly loft in fetthing the 

unGtilics of order, than in allowing 
Sincias to depart from them, and re- 
turn to them of their own accord again. 

Mr. Gafcoyne thought that what had 
fallen from the Hon. Member tended to 
deitroy all order, and to introduce’an un- 
neceflary protraction of debate. 

‘Mejor Grant then ftated his opinion, 
after which the queftion was put on the 
amendment, which was negatived without 
a divifion. 

The remaining claufes of the bill were 
then read, and it was reported. 

COMMITTEE on SMUGGLING. 
The Houle again refolved itfelf into a 
ommittee on the fmuggling bill, Mr. 


Pap ilbert in the chair. 




























































































































































It was read claufe by claufe. 

Mr. Eden rofe to propofe to the Houfe 
the infertion of a claufe for the relief of 
thofe who at this prefent period were fub- 
jected to penalties of a pecuniary nature 
on account of fmuggling. He thought 


that it might be proper to give them an ° 


an indemnity, more efpecially as the means 
by which they had hitherto fubfifted were 
to be taken from them. He was happy 
in his attempt to admini(ler this relief, 
that he had hopes of his propofition meet- 
ing with tle candid concurrence of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) who fat oppofite to him. 
e had mentioned the bufinefs to him, 
and he had Iiftened to it’ with great at- 
tention, and had promifed it that fupport 
which he thought it merited. He could 
affure the Committee, that his claufe did 
Not go to infringe on the property of the 
Sovere'gn. He would therefore only fut mit 
his propofition to the confideration of the 
Committce : it was read accordingly. 
The Attorney General applauded the 
zeal of the-honourable Gentleman who had 
made the motion. He faw many reafons 
for giving it his concurrence, and for ex- 
tending that A& of Indemnity which his 
Pp opofition tended to eftablihh. The poor 


‘On the Smuggling- AG. 


{muggler was however moft properly the 
object of mercy. The opulent did not 
merit it in fo high-a degree, And he 
could affure the Houle, that it was not the 
indigent who dealt folely in the contraband 
tiafhc, and who derived their refouices 
chiefly from this {pe¢ies of commerce, but 
the rich, From the caufes which were 
daily agitated in the Court of Exchequer 
he was convinced of the fact. There was 
a defcription of fmugglers, great and Opus 
lent, who had built palaces, and he thought 
them by no means entitled to the fame act 
of grace as thofe who had become dettitute 
by this fpecies of unfair and unfortunate 
commerce. He wifhed therefore a proper 
line to be drawn on this point, and the 
defcription of character to which the meicy 
was to be extended, accurately defined. 
He was therefore for poftponing the in- 
fertion of the claufe to a particular period; 
apd he was the more ftrengthened in this 
opinion, as he knew that if it fhould go 
abroad that the Houfe meant to beftow 
their grace on thofe who had offended 
qgainit the laws of the country, the conk- 

uence might be dangerous, and unfor- 
tunate fmugglers, in the view of being ab. 
folved, might wreck their vengeance ‘on 
the revenue officers. 

Mr. Eden difclaimed af! pretenfion to 
improper zeal, in the bringing forward the 
propofition which he had fubmitted to the 
confideration of the Committee. He was 
by no means ambitious of becoming po- 
pular, by affording unjuftifiable encou- 
ragement to {mugeling. He was con- 
vinced the Committee would give him 
credit for his affertion on this fubject. 
He was, however, convinced that it would 
be exceedingly difficult to make the di- 
ftinction which had been mentioned. He 
could not fee its foundation in juftice, as 
furely the crime of fmugg!ing did not de- 
pend per fe on the opulence of the perfon 
committing it, or on the magnitude of the 
articles imuggled. He had no objection 
to pofiponing the infertion of the claule 
which he had read, provided either the 
object of the Hon. Gentleman, who had 
excepted azainft it, could be anfwered, or 
that it might not be loft altogether. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
not abfolutely difapprove of the claufe 
which had been propofed by the fon, 
Gentleman for infertion. He wihhed, 
however, fome line drawn agreeable to 
the ideas of his learned friend. For this 
purpefe, it might not-be improper to poft- 
pone the bufinefs for fome time, at leatt 
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for fo long a time as might be neceflary 
for making ttial of the experiment. 

Mr. B. Gaftoyne was unfriendly to the 
edopting of that line of difference which 
had been propofed. He thought the in- 
demaity ought to be equally extended to 
all. The opulent finugglers, who were 
threatened by the laws, would of courfe 
be induced to return to this country, and 
to advantage it by bringing their riches 
along with them. He for his own part, 
therefore, thought it better policy to extend 
the propofed indemnity to the great and 
cpulent, to thufe who, could build palaces, 
than to the indigent and defperate. 

Mr. Hofley, with a manly generofity, 
fit, that if the Legiflature of this country 
meant to give an aét of grace, they fhould 
doit without referve, not in a narrow and 
iliiberal manner, but as it became a great, 
an opulent, and a generous nation. 

Ir was then agreed to poftpone the in- 
fetion of the propofed claufe. 

After this the remaining fe€tions of the 
bill were sead without remark. It was 
then reported, and the Houfe refumed. 

Friday, July 24. 
SUPPLEMENT ro THE BUDGET. 

the Houfe having refolved ittelf into a 
Commit:ee cf Supply, Mr. Gilbert in the 
Chir, . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe 
and obfrved, that as expediencies of an 
wgent nature had obliged him to relin- 
quifh what he had propefed on a former 
occifion as a fource of revenue, he was 
how under thé difagieeable neceflity of 
fusgefting other objects of taxation in the 
place of thofe which he had abandoned. 
This part of his duty was a difagreeable 
ong, but he had taken all the pains which 
were neceflary to render his projected 
{cheme of impofition as little oppreflive to 
individuals, and as litde buithenfome as 
polibly the nature of the cafe would 
almit, to the public. And the firft 
object, as a productive fource of revenue, 
wos the Polt-office. He would propote 
an additional pottage on letters, to be im- 
pofed in proportion to the diftance of their 
cariage. At prefent there was no di- 
finction above eighty miles: He there- 
fire thought that this was a proper fubject 
0! new regulation: A penny of additional 
duty on a fingle letter beyond the firft 
faze to eighty miles diftance ; two-pence 
from eighty to one hundred and fifty ; 
and three-pence from one hundred and 
fifty and upwards. A double letter he 
vould tax in a fimilar proportion, and 
velucie and packcts in like manner, agree- 

© *¢ 


able to their weight. He was in pof- 
feffion of the numbers of letters iffued 
from the Pott office according to their dit- 
ferent diltances and diltricts, and it was 
on this ground that he bad formed his 
calculation. He had alto digetted a fimi- 
Jar {cheme of regulation for the pofta.@ 
of letters in Scotland, which, togitht 
with the one propofed for England, would 
produce 100,000). 

Franking was a parliamentary privi- 
lege, which he was apprehenfive had beep 
perverted from its original intention, ard 
he was convinced had in its various de= 
viation proved huitful to the revenue. Its 
primary intention furely was for fuci- 
liating correfpondence between Membeis 
and their Conftituents, It was not, how-= 
ever, now ccnfined merely to this object, 
but had been extended into various prace 
tices, prejudicial to the revenue of the 
country. He did not mean to deprive 
Members of their privilege, but to regu- 
late the exercife of it 4s much as pofhble, 
by its original principles ; he wau'd there- 
fore propofe, that every frank fhould be 
dated by the Member addrefling it, and 
that the place where he directed it fhould 
alfo be mentioned. This regulation would 
diminith franking one half, and would 
be productive of a yearly revenue of 
20,000), 

The licences for killing game he hid 
on a former occafion mentioned atid pro-~ 
pofed as a fource from which a cons 
fiderable revenue might be deduced. Sing 
that period, from the various informatio 
he had received, he was fo. much co 
firmed in his fentiments of the propriety 
of this mode wf tax, that he bad deter- 
minéd to make it double. The duty, 
however, on the deputation to kill gana 
on manors, he had been informed, would 
be more productive were it reduced to tea 
fhillings, the half of what he had on @ 
former occafion propofed, which would 
probably bring this article to 19,0001. 

There would, however, be ftill a com= 
fiderab!e deta'cation {rom the original fum 
propofed to be levied by thofe duties on 
coals, and other articles, which had been 
relinquithed. This defalcation it was ne- 
ceflary to fupply. 

Gold and filver plate were each articles 
of ‘juxury, and if not already too highly 
taxed, were proper fubjeéts of impofition, 
It had been attempted to Jay an additional 
duty on thefe aiticles, but the method 
propofed had failed. ‘The mode which 
he had devifed was a new one, and hd 
thought it would be productive. Ir was 
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neceflary, as the law now ftands, to carry 
all plate to be affayed before it could be 
fold. He would therefore propofe that it 
fhould pay duty whem carried there for 
the above purpofe. By this means there 
would be little danger of the tax being in 
any refpect evaded, or the revenue hurt, 
This fcheme would not affect the plate of 
private families, but would only touch 
thofe who were engaged in the fale of 
fuch articles. 

The duty which he would propo was, 
fix-pence per ounce on filvet-plate, and 
eight fhillings per ounce on the gold 
plate. , 

The tax on the filver plate, from the 
documents which were on the table, would 
on a moderate calculation, amount to 
22,000, 

That on the gold plate he eftimated at 
25,0001. 

So that the product of the revenues 
ariling from thefe articles would amount 
to 47,0001. 

He only forefaw one inconvenience 
which might arife from this mode of 
levying this tax, which arofe from coun- 
terfeiiing the marks of the Affay-office, 
He could, however, affure the Committee, 
that every device would be employed to 
defeat the execution of this mode of il- 
hieit and fraudulent picctice. 

In his digefting sew {chemes of taxa- 
tion, he faw the danger of attending per- 
haps too clof{c!y to the inconveniencies of 
mdividuals, when thefe ought to give 
way to the good of the public. He cid 
not, however, wilh in any refpect unne- 
eeflarily to emcroach on the property or 
traffic of private perfons; and he hoped 


? 


both the Houle and the Nation would give 
him credit for his attention to thefe 
points. He was appreheénfive that the 
propofed duty on hats might not be fo 
productive as he‘had calcujated, owing to 
the various evafions which might naturally 
tale place retpecting this commodity. A 
fupplemental tax was therefore abfulutely 
aeceflary, and more efpecially as he was 
ftill thoit of the fum of 200,000]. which 
m was incumbent on him to provide for. 

There was then one article on which he 
thought an additional duty might be fafely 
impofed, without hurting individuals or 
the public. This was an additional duty 
of ten fillings on all ale licences, which 
would produce the fum of 30,0001. 

The exportation of raw materials was a 
thing which he was convinced Parliament 
would fee every neceflity for difcouraging. 
‘The quantity of lead yeariy exported ap- 


On the Plate-Tav. 


peared to be about 15,000 tons, He wag 
therefore of opinion, that a duty of 205 
per ton would be an exceeding proper , 
This of courfe would bring yearly 1 5,000} 
oh ’ < 

I hefe were the modes of fubstitution | 
which he had propofed to fupply the def 
ciences occafioned by his withdsawin 
thofe taxes, which, on mature invej). 
gation, he had found it expedient to ci 
up. He hoped that what he had now {us. 
gefted would not be liable to exception, 
but obtain the concurrence of the Com- 
mittee, 

Mr: Rofe then prefented a fring of 
motions, on fome of which various con. 
verfations tock place, which we fhall de 
tail in the order in which they occurred, 

SITLVER PLS. TP, 

The first motion refpecting the duty on 
filver plate, when Mr. Huffey withed to 
Know, whether it was meant to lay a tax 
on filver plate or plated work ? For in the 
latter cafe there was a conftant lofs of 
filver to the public, which therefore 
ought to be fubjected to a tax, as fume 
fuch impoft might cperate as a check on 
a mode of working filver fo peculiarly 
difadvantageous. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ad- 
mitted of the ditiinction fuggefted by the 
Hon. Gentleman, but owned, that he had 
digetted no fcheme to that cirect, though 
he deemed it proper, and would turn it 
over it in his mind. 

Mr. Hutley was apprehenfive that a tas 
on plate indifcriminately might have an 
improper effect, as it might difcourage the 
depofit of it, which as it was an advantage 
to a country, was therefore to be avoided. 

Lord Mshon denied that fuch a depofit 
could be any advantage to a country what- 
ever: for hoarding it in this manner was 
like keeping ftones and pearls under 
ground. The only benefit of the precious 
metals, in his opinion, confifted in melt- 
ing them down, and putting them into 
general circulation. He wifhed the fo- 
reign method of working filver was adopted 
here as it had been in Ireland, as it would 
ceitainly fave the country 4o per cent. 

Mr.Huffey repeated his obfervation, that 
plated work was a certain wafte, and 
ought for that reafon to be prevented by 
one means or other. : 

Lord Mahon infifted, this obfervation 
which the Henourable Gentleman had 
thrown out, however juft and correct a8 
to fact, did by no means affect the pro- 
pofition, as the propofition only went to 
filver plate. 


Mr, Hyfley did not urge it as .—— 
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w: only witbed the Chancellor of the Ex- 
sequer to bear it in his mind as a hint 
that might not be altogether ufelels. 

cir B. Afiley was afraid, that if the 
duty was wholly reduced to folid filver, 
there would be nothing in the kingdom 
but plated work. : 

Mr. Wilberforce did not fee the force 
of what had been faid about plated work. 
For though in that cale there was a cg tain 
jofs, he thought that lofs largely compen- 
(ited bywhe induitry which it produced, 
For he thought the opulence of a people 
confited much more in habits of incaltry, 
than in any depofits of the precious metals 
which could be made. 

Mr. Hafiey in reply obferved, that the 
juduiliy of our artitts, prior to this mode 
ef vamping pl ite, was in- his mind mure 
laudably exerted on other objects. 

Mr. Wilberforce faid, it appsared from 
revenue regiiters of this ariicte, that the 
exports of it were much more valuable and 
alvintageous than any thing that could 
he mente ned, as che confequence of their 
indulty who were thus empl :ved, in the 
priod to winch the Hon. Member al- 
lauded, 

The motion then paffid. 

GAME LICENCES. 

The motion refpefting this t.x being 

made, . 
Mr. Berkeley expreffed his wifh, that 
this fource of revenue had been rendered 
much more produétive than it was meant 
tobe. Infle.d of two guineas, it would 
have been better to have impofed five. In 
the county to which he beionged there had 
been a meeting of Gentlemen on the fub- 
je, and they had chearfully propofed to 
give five guineas a hed for the purpofe of 
tking out a licence for killing game. 
This he could affure the Committee would 
amount to 30001, 

Mr. Sheridan could fee no reafon for 
the public benevolehce of thefe gentlemen, 
but that they might facilitate the game 
laws, to monopolize, on account of tueir 
niches, this article, and to deprive thofe 
oi {mall fortunes from participating in an 
anufement to which they were perhaps as 
weil entitled as the ambitious fons ef tor- 
tune were, 

Mr. Berkeley difclaimed all idea of en- 
coaching on the privileges of others by 
the propofal he had madé. He was rather 
ofa different fentiment, as he entertained 
a opinion that the game, if open, would 
be in greater plenty than at prefent. 

Mr. Sheridan afked the Hon. Gentle- 
fan to what purpofe did his propcfition 
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go? Why diftregs men of fall fortunes 
in the profecution of an amufement which 
they were fond of, and entiled to enjoy ? 
He conficered the game laws as they itood 
at prefent, as the mott complete tyiteur of 
tyranny, founded in the molt arbitrary 
princip.es of domination. He thougit the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor oF 
the Exchequer) oppolite to him, could net 
do amore iibers!, a more public ipuited, 
or a more popular thing, than by expung- 
ing them from the code of legiilature of a 
country, whole boaft was liberty, and an 
equal regard to the rights of mankind. 
a Lod Graham apprehend ng that the 
hancellor of the Exchequer was attacked 
by the honourable Gentleman, -rofe up te 
vindicate him 5 but, miftaking his ground, 
he tcok him&idf off with much embarrag- 
inent. 

Mir. Sheridan faid, that he had not ars 
tacked the Right Hon. Gent!eman. He 
had given his opinion relpecting the game 
laws, aS connected with the civil liberty 
of the country. He wifhed them veformed, 
or rather abolifhed, and it fomething wag 
not adopted by the Right Hon. Gentle. 
man, either by a new bill, or the infertion: 
of a claufe in the prefent motion, he 
would trouble the Houfe with something 
refpecting it himicit. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
that the prefent motion did not eftablifh an 
inquifition into the rights of thofe qualified 
to kill game; it only faid, that all thofe 
who took, killed, or deitroyed game, 
fhould pay a fpecific fum for fuch a&s, 
He allowed that the game haws were op~ 
preflive: he thought it, however, too late 
in the felhon to attempt any f{cheme tor 
their reformation, 

The mosion was then put and carried. 

POSTAGE or LETTERS. 

The motion on this fubjeét being read, 

Sir Edward Aitley wifhed to know, 
why Members, whensthey t>xed the pub- 
lic foliberally, fiould fo pertinacioufly per= 
filt in exemptung themiclves. Why was 
not the privilege of franking chearfully 
given up? He thought it a reflection on 
them that it was not. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved, that a new evid, 
had lately arifen which muft diminith con- 
fiderably the revenue from the Poft-office : 
it was the fending bills of exchange by 
the coaches and other carriages. This he 
thought ought tobe adverted to. ; 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer af. 
ferted, that the Poft-office was a fource of 
encreafing revenue, notwithftanding all 
the other modes of tranfmitting letters and 
parcels 
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» parcels which had been deviled.——The 
soot of thefe evils originated chiefly in the 
fuperior expedition of the coaches and car 
riages to that of the.Poft-office mails. To 
remedy this-various fchemes had been pro- 
poled, and he hoped even to be able to 
lay fomething of that nature before the 
public. As to the abufes of franking he 
would obferve, that in fome reipects thefe 
were enormous. Whole boroughs had 
letters franked by fending them addrefled 
-to a Member, who had not fo much as a 
houfe there. Thefe packets were opened, 
and the contents of them diftributed by 
abe pott-mafters. This was an evil which 
ought furely to be remedied. 

Mr. Wilberforce declared himfelf a 
friend to the abolition of franking alto- 
gether, which often put people and Mem- 
bers both to much trouble. He had been 
fent to from five miles diftance merely for 
the favour of a fingle frank, which mutt 
have coft the perfon who folicited it at Jeaft 
a ‘filling, which was more than it was 
worth, ‘ 

Mr. S. Thornton approved of the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Powys faid, that if Members were 
to preferve their privilege during the fitting 
of Parliament, there was furely no reafon 
for their retaining it alfo during the rece{3, 
when they were iugpofed to be with their 
sonflituents, ari 

Sir Harbord Harbéid propof-d, that 
letters addreffed to Members thould pay 

_ bwo-pence, 
- Sir James Johnftone withed, that if any 
_ mfamy or difgracé were to attend the man 
who publicly avowed his defire of retain- 
ing his parliamentary freedom of franking, 
it might be entailed on him. This was a 
privilege with which he was invefied when 
he became a Member of the Houfe; it 
was a truft committed to him, and he was 
ambitious to preferve it entire tll fuch 
time as he ceafed to be a Member of Par- 
Jiament. He thought the characiers of 
. Members already too infignificant, and 
that they had allowed their privileges to 
be-frittered away to nothing. 

Lord Surrey adverted to the tranfmiffion 
of news- papers: he thought it might be 
proper to tranfinit them free, and without 
fabje&ting thofe who fent them to the ufe- 
Jefs ceremony of. foliciting a Member for 
the benefit: of his privilege on fuch oc- 
cafion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did 

Aot with to diminith the fale of news- 
« papers, as they were the fources of much 
aevenue, and were the chaunels of poli- 


¢ 


tical information to thofe who Uved at 

diftance from the metropolis. There we, 

however, certain evils which attended they 
tranfmiffion. ‘They fometimes contair 

letters, and being wet, as they came from 
the prefs, hurt by their moifture the othe 
packets. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that it was fure 
good policy to give {cope to a: liberal 
diftribution of news-papers, as different 
advertifements which were therein infested, 
and the pavagrapbs [here a laugh) wee 
copious funds for the fupply of govesny 
ment exigencies. 

The other different motions were then 
put and carried. =~ 

RUNNING HORSES, 

Mr. Gilbert being about to leave th: 
chair, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rof 
to thank the noble Lord who fome days 
ago had fuggefied very properly a duty on 
running horfes. ‘Thefe horfes would, no 
doubt, be included in the general clais of 
pleafure horfes ; but he withed to improve 
on the noble Lord’s hint, ‘and to propofe, 
that for every time of flarting cne guinea 
fhould be paid for every running horie, 
This he thought would amount to a con- 
fiderable fum during the courfe of the 
year, and would not be grievoully felt by 
the public. 

Lord Surrey faid that this tax was unne- 
ceffary, and feemed rather intended for the 
purpofe of revenue than for public exi- 
gence. ‘The number of horfes of this de- 
{cription was not above 5,000, and he 
imagined that the fum colleéted from the 
tax would: not amount to 3,000!. He ad- 
verted to the cruel circumftances practifed 
by thofe in the turf bufinefs, running 
colts befcre they were property qualified 
for fuch exercifes, and in this was deftroy- 
ing them; and he alfo dwelt on the in- 
human manner of allowing men to reduce 
themfeives in weight by famine and fweat- 
ing, merely for the purpofe of riding thefe 
animals, becaufe they were not peimitted 
to arrive at the vigour and cvnfiltency of 
aged horfes. If this evil could be cor- 
rected, he thought it would be a fervice 
done to humanity. He alfo fuggelted, 
that if a tax was impofed of five pounds 
on every winning horfe it would be ufefuly 
and by no means an oppreffive fund of 
fupply. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thank- 
ed the noble Lord for his friendly hints, 
and hsd no objection to infert a claufe for 
the very. purpofe which had been mene 


tioned, of aflefling. the owner ot poe 
Lore 





On the Weft-Tudta Commerce. ~~ 59o® . 


@who fhauld win a prize of sol. in poftpone the formation ot a more complete 
‘and fo on ad@valorem, [Here aloud and permanent plan, which being of an 
ho red a bush. The claufe was accordingly read. intereiting and comprehenfive nature, re- 
here wer Mr. Sheridan faid, that in the match quires to be difcufled with the niceit pres. 
attended thegimme lighteft weight had-ever the race. He  cifion and care. 

8S Contain 28 fufpicious, however, the country gen- Mr. Taylor was ready to bear teftimony 
2y came fromfiilenen would not thank the noble Lord to what had been advanced by the Right 
ure the other his afliduities to ferve the revenue, and Hen. Gentleman on the Treafury Bench, 
bat they would fay to him, in the lan- with regard to the reprefentation of the 
t was furelyfiloage of the tuif, Jockey of Norfolk, be diftreffes and calamities of the Welt-India 
to a: liberallims: t00 bold. Piantersand Merchants having been greatly 
as differenti Lord Surrey chearfully allowed, that exaggerated. He was con{cious that they 
rein infeste/ lm kyowing ones had been taken in. might be fupplied with lumber from Nova 
laugh} wee The Chancell r of the Exchequer had Scotia, and was ready to prove, by the 
y Of govevugimrly to thank the noble Lord, and the examination of witneffes at the bar, they 
“BRionourable Gentleman oppofite to him, were not in the diftiefsful flate that had 

S$ were thenfamor the very facetious epilogue they had been fallacioufly pretended. 
bjoined to fo important and difagreeable Mr. Young alfo thought it at prefent 



















































ES. bufinefs. unneceflary to engage in the bufinefs of : 
to leave thm The motion was then put and carvied. framing a new plan of regulation with 

Tusfday, fuly 27. refpeét to the intercourfe between the Weft- 
hequer roRMM/WEST - INDIA ano AMERICAN Indies and America, at the fame time ob- 


o fome days INTERCOURSE BILL. ferving, that the fecurity the merchants 
ly a duty onflm™ The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, and planters enjoyed under the proteétion 
s would, nofmme had to intreat the indulgence of the of the Crown, was as firmly and fafely to 
eral clals offm™Moufe on another fubjeét: it had been be relied on as could be given by the par- 
{to improvelimuggefted that a bill was neceffary for re- liamentary regulation they were fo anxious 
| to propofe,Mmeulating the commercial intercourfe be- to obtain. s 
-cne guinesmucen our Weft-India Iflands and the The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, . 
ining horie,fmeuates of America: but upon enquiry that it was not to be underftood that the 
nt toa con- [mom the belt fources of information, it relative Situation of the Britifi Welt-India 
urfe of the MMappeared that the bufinefs was not of fo Jflands with America was a matter that 
ufly felt by Murgent and prefling a-nature as had been his Majetty’s fervants meant to abandon : 
originally fated. ‘The feffion was too far on the contrary, it was only meant to be 
x was unne- MMadvanced to admit of fuch an arrangement _ poftponed till the regulations could be ar- . 
ided for the #Mibeing formed for the regulation of com- ranged in a more complete and perfect 
public exi- fimercial concerns between our Weft Indian manner than could be effected in the those: 
of this de-@Mand the American States, as would be time that Parliament had to fit. 
0, and he Mcompetent to fo important a purpofe, and COLCHESTER ELECTION anpb 
od from the MMfecure of permanency in its exiftence, GRENVILLE’s BILL. 
!. He ad-(@Paly in the next feffion the queftion A Petition having been prefented again 
es practifed Mmight be taken up at large; but from . the Colchefter Election, Sir Robert Smyih 
s, running mitt Reports of the Committee of Privy- rofe to complain of the Petition as frivo- 
ly qualified (MCounci!, and from other information in  Jous and vexatious. He declared, if no 
‘as deftroy- Mtie pofleffion of a great number of the other Member’ would do it, he would, 
on the in- Members of that Houfe, the Right Hon. early in the next feflion, move for leave to 
n to reduce Gentleman ccnceived that there were no bring in a Bill to explain and amend Mire’ 
cand fweat- exiting exigencies to render any imme- 'Grenville’s a&t, in order to prevent fo 
riding thefe diate alteration in the prefent fyftem ne- many Members from being difabled from 
| permitted celary ; and he would therefore move for their duty, in confequence of frivolous 
fittency of MMfleve to bring in a bill for continuing in and vexatious Petitions being delivercd in 
ld be cor- fMlorce the prefent aé&t for regulating the againft them. 
e a fervice Mcommerce between the Britith Welt-India Mr. W. Grenville faial, it had been 
fuggetted, fMlilands and the United States of America. fully his intention to bring forward a Bill, 
ve pounds | Mr. Eden approved the propofition to amend and explain the act in queftiony 
be ufeful, made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and among other objects to be compre- 
ve fund of uprefling himfelf convinced that no ill or hended under the explanatory Bill, he bad 
inconvenient confequences were likely to that fuggefted by the Hon. Baronet, in 
uer thank- ult from a continuation of the prefent his contemplation. He thought it, how~ 
rdly hints, fijtem, and that at this advanced period of ever, would not be treating the Houfe, cr 
-claufe for JM fellion, it would be moft eligible to the {ubject fairly, if he attempted to _ 
een mene 2 
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it in in the prefent feffiion; le had there- 
fore poftponed his intention till Parliament 
thould be again affembled, after the im- 
oding prorogation. 

“™ Rebert Smyth faid, he readily fub- 
mitted to abandon his idea, and leave it 
in the hands of a Gentleman who had an 
hereditary right to take it up. 

Mr. Dempiter was glad to hear an alte- 
sation and amendment ot Mr. Grenville’s 
At was in contemplation. The Jaw, ufe- 
fel as it was, he faid, certainly wanted 
amendment, and he hoped it would extend 
to the fuffering each Cummittce to appoint 
its own nominees. 

Weduefday, Fuly 28. 

Tue COLONIAL TRADE BILL. 

Ou the bringing in the bill fr regu- 
Saring the trade between America and our 
Welt India iflands, Mr. Aikinfon ex- 
preffed fame diffatistaction with the preci- 
pitancy of the meafure. He thought more 
deliberation was due to the fubject than it 
had obtained. He did not mean to contett 
the bill, or to oppofe its progrefs. The 
queltion involved many propeticions of the 
hizhe(t impertance to the commerce of this 
country, and whenever it was formally 
and minutely brought forward, the Weit- 
India merchants were able, he did not 
d<ubt, and prepired, to fubitantiate every 
fs& which they had affested in their pe- 
tition. 

The Chanecllor of the Exchequer re- 
eretted the Hon. Gentleman was not pre- 

fest when he propofed the bill to the 
Bos fe, as his obje& went to the identical 

omt which the Hon. Member feemed to 
a in view. He was purpofely guarded 
thar che queftion might not be prejuciged 
in eny degree whatever, but Jeft altogether 
op-nto the full and mature difcuflion of 
the Houle. 

Mr. Eden-confidered himfelf as pointed 
at by the Hon. Gentleman wo {poke firft, 
as he had affeited a kind cf infinustion 
beth in fact and in inference. But why 
then was not the charge brought up? 
What cou'd he make of fingle unauthenti- 
cated affertions ? ‘I hey weie undoubtedly 
meant to have fome effect; but he trulted 
genticeren would confider them as alto- 
ther nnfupported, eat Jealt till they were. 

, ; Ss. 

Mr. Pitt propofed to new-model the 
hat-iax, by providing, that «very dealer 
in hats in the cities of London and Welt. 
esedicr, and wihin the bills of mortality, 
fh.uid take out a licence of gos. per an. 


num. and every dealer without the bills 
mortality, a licence of 20s, and every 
dealer ina village, not a market town, 3 
licence of ros. per annum ; and infend of 
dividing the hats into two forts, he pr. 
pofed that the duty thould be progreffive 
from a hat of 3s. upwards, and the dury 
be in proportion to the price, The pic. 
pofitions were all agreed to. ; 

H:O R.& £ ¢ 

M.. Pitt then propofed to alter the re. 
folution relative to race-horfes, and pyo. 
poled, that intead of taxing a horle a 
guinea every time he ttarted, and fie 
guineas on the winning horle, that } 
fhould be two guineas on every horle the 
firft time of flarting, which was to be the 
full tax for that hoFfe for the year, 

Mr. Eden faid, the tax on horles was 
laid too high, when taken at 100,009!,~ 
the tax on fervants only produced 40,0001, 
and therefore the calculation was five 
horfes to one fervant. 

Mr. Rofe faid, ‘many perfons kept 
horfes who had no feryants. 

The refolution was agreed to. 

FRANKING LETTERS, 

Mr. Pitt informed the Committee, that 
the part of the Poft office- biil, relative to 
franking letters, mult be communicated 
to the Houle of Lords by a reprefeiitation 
—That no letter dire&ted by 2 Member 
of the Houfe of Communs fhould pafs free 
unlefs the fubfcription fhould be written 
with his own hand, wih the place from 
which it was fent, and the date written in 
words at length—Nor any letter directed 
to a Member be free for more than forty 
days after the recefs, and unlefs it was di- 
rected to his a&tual place of abcde, or to 
the lobby of that Houfe. 

Mr, Burke iaid, the privileges of the 
independent Members were frittering away 
very Fatt. 

The propofition was agreed to. 

[uN D> TA BS EL. L, 

On the third reading of the India bit, 
Mr. Burke, in a fpeech of confiterab‘e 
lensth, drew the attention of the Houie 
to the calumny which was, thrown on the 
reports by the bill. The bil! was a direét 
contradiAtion to the reports, ang the Houle 
ought for their own honour as well as 
juttice, to enquire into the faéts, and fhew, 
that their Committee had not prefented to 
them a fet of libels. 

After a converfation the bill was read a 
third time without a diyilior, and pafled. 


Per 
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alter the re. Obfervations on the late Contefts of the ** Perhaps there never was an inflitution 
8, and pro. Royal Society. By Andiew Kippis; which, both from its own nature, and 
r a horte a Dp. D. F.R.S. and S. A. 8vo. the rules on which it has been concduéted, 
'y and five ESE Obfervations are highly inter- cou'd berter be calculated fur the pie- 
fe, that it elling to every well-wifher to tne fervation of peace and order than that of 
vy horfe the feience and literature of this country. the Royal Society. The total exclufion 
2S to be the The learned author remarks, that “* The from it of whatever relates to religion and 
rear, fpirit of contention, which, for fome politics, cuts cff two of the chief fources 
horfes was years palt, hath pervaded the Britifh do- of diflention among men; and this end is 
00,000!,—~ minions, cafnot fail te have made power- farther promoted by their being no di« 
2d 40,0001, ful impreffions on the minds of the moft ttin&tion made, in the ele&tion of mem- 
| was five calm and difpaffionate men. With regard bers, with regard to their civil or religious 

to public affairs, it has been carried toa principles. What hath emines tly contri- 
tfons kept height, which, whilft it muft affect the buted to the tranquillity of the Society, is 


moit fuperficial and inattentive obfervers, its never having taken a part, or declared 


0. will make the more fpeculative examiners an opinion, in its corperate capacity, with 
TERS, into human events look forward, with refpect to different fyitems of natural phi- 
mittee, that trembling fufpence, ‘to the probable con. lofophy. Experiments have been pro- 
relative to fequences of the difputes by which the duced before it, faéts have been recited, 
nmunicated nition has been, or is hereafter likely to papers have been read, and, if thought to 
referitation be, agi'ated. In matters, however, of a contain fomething curious or ufeful, have 
a Member political nature, where the queflionsthem- been publifhed ; but no fan&tion is hereby 
ld pals free felves are often difficult of determination, given to any particular hypothefis, which 
be written where the general welfare of the com- is always left to ftand or fall by its own 
place from munity is concerned, and where the am- merit. 
written in bition and intereft of men of rank and “« By aconduct fo wife and judicious 
ter directed ability aie feeking-for gratification, it is in philofophical matters, and by the prus 
- than forty not furprifing that the paffions fhould be dence of its regulations in other refpecis, 
$ it was di- warmly eng>ged. The motives, both the fociety hath been preferved in har- 
cde, or to public and private, are, in fuch cafes, too mony, with very little intermiffiion, from 
forcible not to awaken the ardour of the its firft inftitution’ to the prefent time 5 
ges of the mind, and to preduce a vehement con- and it has now fubffted, as a chartered 


ering away tention. body, more than a hundred-and-twenty 
But while the political world is always years. Diverfities of fentiment have, in- 


0. likely to be more or lefs the fcene of al- deed, taken place among private mem= 
i %. teication, the literary world might be ex- bers; and the papers, in which they res 
India bil, petted to continue ina ftate of tranquillity cord their different opinions, experiments 

onfiterable and harmony. Or if this cannot be and conclufions, if written with mode- 
the Hone MM hoped for in every part of the literary ration, have been admitted into the 

ywn on the world ; if with refpeét to Theology, for ‘* Tranfaétions.” But no difputes of 
ras a direct inftance, the real or fuppofed importance confequence have happened that have af~ 

J the Houfe of the objeéts difcuffed will almoft una- fetted the body in general, excepting in 

as well as voidably be produétive of warm and eager one or two inftancés which will hereaftee 

_ and fhew, debates ; yet, in philofophical Societies, be mentioned ; and in thefe cafes the bu- 
refented to in bodies of men inftituted for the pro- _ finefs of the ordinary meetings was in no : 


motion of natural knowledge, it might degree interrupted.” — 
was read & reafonably be prefumied that nothing would Dr. Kippis then gives a fuccin& ac- 
nd paffed. occur but what was: peaceful and gentle; count of the caufés of diffention which 
but' when any thing of a contrary fpirit is now agitate the Royal Society, with great 
found in fuch communities, it will fin- moderation and perfpicuity. He then 
her cefely be lamented by the true friends of proceeds to defend Sir Jofeph Banks from — 
icience and learning. 4G the 
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the illibera! charges brought agaimit him, 
with fpirit and candour. 

“ Having gone through ({ays our 
learned Author) the feveral criminations 
which have been urged againft Sir Joteph 
Banks, the queftion wi!l occur, on what 
grounds it hath fo politively been afferted, 
by his antagonifts, thet he is torally unfit 
to continue at the head of the Royal So- 
ciety. My readers cannot be infénfible 
that this point hath been maintained with 
great vebemence. However, that the 
Piefident is not fo absolutely wnworthy to 
remain in his office as hath lately been al- 
Seged, will, perhaps, appear from what 
has already been advanced. But it may 
he proper more particularly to enquire, 
whether he may not be poflrfled of fome 
qualifications that do not whoily incapa- 
eitste him for fupporting the dignity of she 
fiation which he now fills, 

‘© That be is not defective in point of 
family, fortune, and rank, will readily 
be admitted. In thefe refpects he is equal 
to many, and fuperior to others, who 
have futtained the office before him. I 
am no idolizer of birth, riches, and titles ; 
and no one can feel more ftrongly of how 
little value thefe things are, unlcfs they 
be accompagied with the powers of the 
underfanding, and the viitues of the 
mind. Nevertheieis, the exte:nal advan- 
Rages I have mentioned have their ini- 

ortance, when united with more effential 
requifites. They enable a man to cxtend 
his ufefulnefs far beyond what he could 
otherwife have done, and to execute pur- 
potes which perfons, perhaps of {uperior 
abilitiés, but in lower Rations, could nor 
carry into effect. 

“ It may, however, fafely be afferted, 
that Sir Joieph Bavks’s qualifications are 
not confined to family, fortune, and rank. 
When he had finifhed the ufval courfe of 
a claflical and univerfity education, he did 
not, as is commonly done by thofe who 
poffefs ample eftates, betake himfelf to the 
enjoyments rather than to the laboers of 


life. One of the firft things he did, after’ 


quitting Oxford, was to crofs the Atlan- 
tic, and to vifit the Coaits of Newfound- 
Jand and Labradore. Thefe places were 
not in themfelves very inviting ; but he 
was led to them by his zeal for know- 
ledge, and efpecially by his attachment to 
botany and natural hiftory, to which he 
had applied his particular attention. In 
1768, he engaged in a nobler expedition. 
This was to accompany Captain Cook, in 
his voyage to obferve the Tranfit of Venus, 
to make difcoverics in the South Seas, 


and, in fact, to circumnavigate the olche 
I hough botanical refearches conftituied g 
principal part of his plan, it was riot ty 
botanical refearches only that his views 
were limited. 

“* The knowledge of nature in general 
and of the animal kingdom in partien's:, 
was enlarged by his enquiries, in ¢ Pe 
junction with thefe of his friends wig 
were connected with him, and indeed lupe 
posted by him im the profecution of the 
faire laudable purfuits. The public is, 
likewife, indebted to him for defcriptions 
of countries and peo; Te, their productions, 
manners, cuftoms, religion, policy, and 
language. ‘This is the teftimeny given 
by Dr. Hawkiworth; and how much that 
gentieman’s relation of Captain Ccok’s 
firit voyage round the world was enriched 
by Mr. Bonks’s communications and pa 
pers, is apparent fiom every part of the 
work. What a treafure he brought back 
with him in natural hiftory is known to 
the curtous in that department of {ciencey 
When he retuned to England, the la- 
bours and f-tigues he had gone thiough, 
and the dange:s to which he had been ex. 
pofed, did not deter him from the cefign 
of accempanying Captain Cook in his 
fecond expedition. Some circumftances 
having prevented Mr, Banks from carry- 
ing this defign into execution, he did not 
give himfeif up to an indolent life, but in 
a little time engaged in another voyage of 
difcovery. The voyage I mean was that 
to the Weftern Ifles, and to Iceland. In 
this navigation, Mr. Banks profecuted his 
purpofes of adding to {cientific knowledge, 
as is evident from his publication of Van 
Troil. After that time, befides his other 
engagements, he affiduoufly employed 
himfelf in his grand botanical under- 
taking, which is conducted at great la- 
bour and expence, and which, when come 
pleted, will be the nobleft work of the 
kind that-hath appeared in any country. 

«© The feveral circumftances I have 
mentioned, cannot certainly be confidered 
as having been bad preparations for the 
honour Mr. Banks obtained of being 
chofen Prefident of the Royal Society, on 
the refignation of Sir John Pringle. That 
thefe circumftances were regarded as mat- 
ters deferving of efteem and diltinction, 
appears from his having been elected with- 
out oppofition. Befides what Sir Jofeph 
Banks has done, in his private and per- 
fonal capacity, towards the promotion of 
natural knowledge, it cannot, I believe, 
be- denied, that, fince he hath filled the 
chair of the Society, he hath —, oe 
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§nous in endeavouring to advance’ the 
aids of the inttitation, His houfe and 
his library are open to learned and phiio- 
fophical men, and he is ready to give 
them his affittance in the accomplifhment 
of their uleful defigns. Foreigners, as 
weil as his own countrymen, are freely 
and liberally received by him, and he car- 
ries on an extenfive correlpondence with 
emivent men abroad. In fhort, his time, 
his attention, and his fortune, have been 
applied to the purpofes of filftaining the 
dignity and utility of h’s flations and that 
he might not be interrupted in this lau- 
dable view, he has ceclined what to moft 
men of rank and fortune is an object of 
anbition, and what he might eafily have 
obtained, a feat in parliament.” 

After fome fenfible animadverfions on 
the arrogance of Dr. Horlley, our ani- 
mated writer concludes in the following 
words 

« Jt is time for me to draw to a con- 
dufion. I have often obferved with con- 
ce, that f{cientific and literary men en- 
tutain fo high an opinion of their own 
particular ftudies, as to view other itudies, 
and the perfons who are devoted to them, 
with fome degree of contempt. But this 
js a difpofition which ought not to be che- 
riflied by any candid and [iberal mind. 
All the parts of knowledge and learning 
have their {pecific utility, and in their dit- 
ferent degrees aie entitled to eftimation. 
Every one fhould purfue his own line of 
enquiry with ardour, without defpiling 
thole who do not excel in the fame at-* 
tainments. It is only by a diverfity in the 
application of the mental powers, that the 
great ends of human improvement can be 
anfwered, and no object be neglected 
which may tend to enlighten and to me- 
liorate the world. It is acknowledged 
that there are certain branches of fcience 
which are more noble and excellent than 
others; and to the fuperior branches let 
proportionate praife-and honour be given. 
The dignity and value of mathematical 
literature are fuch, that‘it would not be 
ealy to do jultice to the fubject. Its glory, 
Iam perfuaded, will never be lott in this 
country. The communications arifing 
from it will always be received with plea- 
fue by the Royal Society, and the gentle- 
men who are eminent in it will continue 
to enrich the Tranfactions as they have 
heretofore done. 

“Every man mutt be fenfible of the 
ardent, the enquiring, the penetrating 
fpirit of é the times. The world is in agi- 
tition with refpect to philofophigal difeo- 


veries. The 2eal with which thev are 
purfued has already been productive of 
great effects, and will be productive of 
ftill greater effects in future, Britons in 
general, and the Royal Souety in pars 
ticular, will, I truft, never ceale to be 
animated with the fame zeal, The nem- 
bers of that learned body will not (pend 
their time, and iofe their renown, in un- 
profitable debares. The prefent conierts 
will fubfide, and the only ambition wtil 
be who thali moft contribute to extend the 
bounds of {cience, to increafe the poweis 
of man over nature, and to promote the 
real honour cf his country. This ts the 
glory of the trué Englifhman, this the 
glory of the genuine Philofopher ; and it 
1s a glory infinitely fuperior to the com- 
pletett victory in any perfonal difpute. In 
a career fo illultrious, the writer of the 
prefent tract can be no compétitor: but 
he fhall deem himflf happy, if, in ate 
tempting to compofe differences, he thall 
chance to be of any ufe to the Society 
which hath done him the honour of en- 
rolling him among its members. The 
confcioufnels of this attempi will be the 
fole reward of his wndertaking,” 


Memoirs of Ancient Chivalry. From th 

French of M. St. Pelaye. 8vo, 

Thefe Memoirs are faid to be tranflated 
by the ingenious Lady who fome years 
fince favoured the public with the Life ot 
Petrarch. They contain a number of 
anecdotes, neither very interefting or 
amufing ; and the curious reader, upon 
a candid perufal of this tranflation, will 
probably with with us, the fair writer had 
employed herfelf upon a work likely to 
furnifh more inftruction and entertain 
ment than this pe:formancs. by M. St, 
Pelaye. 


Original Love Letters, between a Lady 
of Quality, and a Perfon of inferior 


Station. 2 vols. 12mo. - 

Thefe letters are much fuperior to the 
generality of our modern epiftolary novel 
writers, and contain many natural inci- 
dents, written, however, in a language 
not often above mediocrity, and fometimes 
below it. 


Hints of important Ufes to be derived 
from Aeroftatic Globes, with a large 
Plate. By Thomas Martin. 4to. 
After mentioning fome hints with re« 

{pect to night-fignals, and conveying in- 

telligence to the inhabitants of a befieged 


town, which are liable te many objections, 
thie 
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this writer obferves, that ‘ Aeroftatic ma- 2s it is morally impoMble that they thould 
chines, with retaining cords, may like- make an ill ufe of st, ought to be th® ul. 
wife be ufed to throw many new and im- timate judges of any difputes which, may 
portant lights on the nature, power, and arife between the inhabitants of the United 
eff.éts of the atmofphere, in its different States. [tis abfurd to change the mem. 
fates; on clouds and meteors, thunder bers ot Congrefs every year, and (eems as 
and lightning, fnow, hail, rain; and if the Americans were determiued never to 
mifts ; to afcertain the juft medium where have any ftable governme:t—The Abbé 
animals may ftill retain life, but, advanc- would haye them continue three years, 
ing a little further, immediately lofe it; Every ten or twelve years the Abbé would 
and to enquire how far this point of vi- have a folemn feaft, to commemorate the 
tality may vary with the variations of the deliverance from she yoke of Great 
feafons and the weather in the lower re- Britain; it fhould be ufhcred in with 
gions. In fhort, the natural hiftory of thankfgiving to the Almighty, and be 
the air, in all its parts, may bethuscom- concluded with illuminations, games, and 
pletely explored and elucidated.” dances that fhould fummon every citizn 
to pleafure; the mot perfe& equality be- 
Obfervations fur le Gouvernment et Jes tween all! ranks fhould wark it, the Am- 
Lois des Etats Unis d’Amerique. Par baffadors from the feveral ftates thould 
M. L’Abbé de Mably.  12mo. attend Congrefs to renew the alliance be. 
This celebrated writer has employed his tween the feveral confederated ftates ; the 
thoughts upon the government of Ame-  aéts of this alliance fhould be depofited in 
yica, and in four letters, addreffed to Mr. the refpective churches ; then the members 
Adams, propofes feveral alterations in of Congrefs giving up their places to the 
the new code of American laws. Ambaffadors who reprefent the Sovereigns, 
This interefting performance fhews the whofe minifters alone they are, fhould take 
Abbé no friend to commerce—He thinks an oath, in prefence of God Almighty and 
it dettrucétive to morals—He forefees cer- the people, to obferve the laws, and to 
tain ruin from the oppofitions of the defend the union. 
farmers, who will not be able to bear Well faid, Monf. de Mably !—your 
with the infolence of the merchants, if the new American allies, are, no doubt, ob- 
prefent laws are not repealed. The only liged to you for this inveftigation of their 
‘way to break the fall, 1s to giveCongrefs infant government. 
greater authority than it has. L’Abbé M. 














does not approve of the power of inftan- The Independant. In two vols. 12mo, 


aneoufly recalling a member fent to Con- An infru&tive and entertaining novel: 
grefs during the year he ferves: hethinks containing a number of charaéters well 
at will only lead to cabal. The Con- difcriminated: written in a fatitical, {pi- 
grefs, who cannot have tco much power, ited, eafy manner. 





For the WESTMINSTER MaGazZINeE, 


e Some new THOUGHTS re/peing the Tives. 

T is now almoft univerfally agreed, that that the temporary and periodical {well of 

the tides of the ocean are produced by the fea, is chiefly, it not altogether, oc- 
the attra&tion of the moon, ‘The ancients cafioned by the diurnal evolution of the 
were utter ftrangers to this dogtrine: nor earth around its axis. This notion might 
could Ariftotle, with all his ftore of phi-  eafily be confirmed or confuted, were a 
Jofophical knowledge, any ways fatisfac- globe to be conftruéted after fome fuch 
torily refolve it. The moderns have been following method: The ocean, or the 
more fuccefsful in inveftigating this part water of the fea, whofe furtace is about 
of natural fcience; and have fyftemati- three times that of the land, to be figured 
cally demonftrated the probable caufe by blown glafs: which being fixed appo- 
thereof, The power of gravitation, or fitely to the wooden frame, and nearly 
attraétion was no fooner known, than it, filled with any liquid, will readily thew, 
led to ‘the ‘difcovery I am Speaking of: upon the globe being turned round, its 
from which time, no attempts have been regular percuffion and repercuffion. . In a 
snade, either to elucidate or quafh the fup- circular motion, the tendency of the op- 
pofition. I never could thoroughly be  pofite parts is always the fame, and, in 
perlusded, that the moon ha’ the in- confequence, there will be. two tides.of 
fluence upon our globe commonly attris flood, and two of ebb, in every evolution 
buted to its I have lately been of opinion, of the earth. N. 0. 
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THE COURT 


OF APOLLQA. 


BEING A 


ELECTION OF ORIGINAL AND FUGITIVE POETRY. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


HYMN to VIRTUE. 


Virtutes funt rerum omnium domina. 
Tull. de fin. lib. 1. 


Hall heaven-born virtue! Hail fupremely 
fair ! 
Bot lov'd, and nobleft object of my care ! 
Infpire with wifdom in the tempting hour, 
Tofpurn at pleafue, and confefs thy pow’r, 
Thy power, which mocks the world’s united 
force, 
And tho’ oppos’d, maintains a fteady courfe : 
In vain loud tempefts, with oppreffive weight, 
Strive, envious, to retard thy growing height 5 
The more their force obftruéts thy fpreading 
root, , 
The wider till thy vigorous branches shoot. 
Thy beams play unrefifted on the foul, 
Banith each fear, and each vain thought con- 
troul ; 
Content, and health, and joys fweet fmiling 
train 
Wait on thy fteps, and flourifh in thy reign. 
We envy not the fplendor of a throne, 
Butthee pofleffing, deem it all our own; 
Warm’d by thy fun-fhine, poverty looks gay, 
And wealth enjoys an everlafting day ; 
Biet with thy friendfhip, all around us bloom, 
And comfort beams thro” death’s Eyyptian 
gloom ; 
The ftorms of paffion at thy prefence ceafe, 
And all is temperance—=and all is peace. 
When better ages knew their good to prize, 
None then were honour’d, but who firft were 
wile ; 
Titles and fame from thee.alone could flow, 
And what is heaven above—was heaven be- 
low 5 
By worth fuperior monarchs fhone exprefs’d, 
And he was king whe moft thy power con- 
fefs’d. 
Happy the man who feels thy facred fires ! 
Thrice happy he whom all thy pow’r infpires. ! 
Supremely bleft who thy commands obey, 
Grows to thy fhrine, and ever fings thy praife ; 
Thy guidance waits—=thy conftant {mile im- 
plores, 
And as he knows the more, ftill more adores ! 
—Could earth afford a nature fo refin’d, 
Or thew fuch features in a human mind, 
Angels would look with admiration down, 
Andby fuch Virtue learn to frame their own. 
AMICITIA, 


For the Weitminfter Magazine. 


To a CLERGYMAN on ais BIRTH- 
DAY. 


ARISE my mufe, and greet the man L love, 
Let ftudied numbers tell fictitious things: 
Thine artlefs lays are only meant to prove 
1 envy not the ttudied pomp of kings. 


The gay luxurious dainties of the great, 
The fading pleafures which mankind adore 
Mine tho’ an humble, is a happier ftate, 
The great might envy-———wife men with no 
more. 


Go then ye lines on this felicious morn, : 
Go fraught with wifhes of pure joy and 
mirth 5 
On this fair day was my Fipetto born, 
Sweet day, which gave my {fotid pleafures 
birth, 


Awake, my lave, let peace falute thine eyesy 
Let pleafure hold her empire o’er thine 
heart; 
Let not anxiety one thought furprize, 
Bid melancholy with her train depart. 


May years revolving as they mark their round, 
Encreafe thy blifs in each fubftantial good ;: 
May ev'ry labour with reward be crown’d, 
And cares flow off like ftraws before the 
flood. 


Thus were my wifhes wont to be exprefs'd, 
Thus fpoke the arder of a youthful lovey 

Now ripen’d paffion in a matron’s breaft, 
Can-well the truth-of fuch affe:tions proves 


Thus when no ties hymenial fway’d the fong, 
No lifping infant woo'd parental care, 

To thee, did fond affeétions with belong, 
For thee, was wafted oft the virgin’s pray’r, 


Now with what earneftnefs muft I implore, 
Of pitying heav'n thy valued lifeto thield, 
Since the foft names of hufband, father, meet, 

And nature’s gentleft ties {weet folace yield; 


Thine high profeffion alfo adds a caufe, — 
Why we fhould with thy ufeful life fuftain’d, 
That thou may’ publith a loy’d Saviour’s 


laws, . i 
And what he will’d, be by thy lips “i ml 
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While rifing youth hall from thy lasouz find 
The worth ot flience, and its ligat ebcy 5 
Then pleas'd fhalt lead th’ expanijings of the 

mind, wee 
And point to honour oer bright wifdom’s 
way. 


“Here let me paufe—and only add a pray’r, 


May lengih’ned days replete with blifs be 
found ; : : 
And my Fiperio greatly blefs"d of heav Ry 
With mental peace, and focial joy be 
eruwn’d. 


WooLtwicH. ELIZA. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 
Jesus in agro ludens cum Matre 3 
Oo D E 
En quad depingitur ruris pulcritudo et amecnitase 


ULCE quis fulget puer, innocentes 
Dum parat lufus, ubi, prata mollis 

Col ium flexus, tenuify; rivi 
Unda coronat ? 


Tunc fellarum decor, erudite 

Prima, nature facies, fupremx 

Mentis exemplum, fobolefq; magno — 
Acqua parenti? 


Clara, tu quondam pede qui tonanti 
Altra calcabas, volucrefq; ftellas ; 
Inter et molles violas et inter 

Lilia ludis ? 


Virgo! non natum decet ifte ludus 5 

Golis ardentes meloir quadrigas 

Frenet, et curru fuperos velanti 
Urgeat ignes. 


Anté guim cali fpatiofus orbis 

Tenderet vaftam per inane molem, 

Tile jam nubesfuper, atq; ventos 
Arduus ibat. 


Si per herbofos tamen ef receflus 

Cura ludentem recreare natum, 

Rure qua lzto procul aura vernis 
Floribus halat. 


Hic ager vicinus amenitatem 

Dulce refpirat ; fine nube puri 

Hic micant foles, zephyriq; blando 
Murmure ludunt, 





TRANSLATED. 


An ODE, intituled, Jesus at play with bis 
Mother; with a Defeription of rural 
Beauties and Pleafures, 


WHERE bending hills projet a friendly 
ade, 

And fkreen from parching heats the proftrate 

glade, ; 





OF APOLLO. 











"Mid wre 

Mid& flow'ry fields, where flender rig 
fray, 

What child is this intent on 





¢ e 
harmlefs pty 








1 
Art thou the glory of the fpangled tky > ) fai 
Great offspring ! equal to the Deity f m 
Thou! the refembiance of the mi; 1 fupreme ' 
Nature’s bright image, and our at hole 


theme ? 
Say then, can you your boundlefs ats fore 
To fport where lilies bloom, and vie 5 r y> 
Wh m mighty thunders bute’er now an 
And every planet—every flar obey’ _ 
Virgin enough—thefe pleafur ¥ 
Nor thy dread progeny majeitic thow : 
His rather be to rein the rapid fun, 
And urge th’ ztherial fires with vigous on - 
Fer know e’re yet the firmament’s wide { # 
Amidft th’ extended vo'd had gain’é a plac 
Subiimein dignity on clouds he rode, * 7 
And winds triumphant bore the foy'se; 

God. 

But if refolv’d you'd yet indulge the boy 
Amid this green retreat in fportive joy : 
The diftant air a vernal effence pours, 
And wafts ambrofial fumes from Op'ning 

flow’rs. 





a 


















ga 
































See! how the bord’ring clofe, profufe of 
{weets, we 

Each various fenfe with various pleafue Pity 
grects 5 - 





While fkies ferene proclaim a chearful day, 
And wanton zephyrs in foft murmurs play. 





Cui conveniat, capiat. 
Infulfus malé componit maié carmina Codrusy 
Iliinit et chartis atra venena fuis ; 
Latrat, et ingenti dentes denudat hiatu, 
At fequitur nullus vulnera caffa dolor, 





Tcail no man an ape or afs, 
*Tis his own confcience holds the glafs, 


The witlefs Codrus, proud of his miftakes, 
Invokes the mufe, and {tinglefs fatire makes; 
The cur can fnarl; and thew his teeth, ‘tis 
true, 
His utmoft efforts thefe———no more can do, 
ETONENSIS, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


VERSES to the Memory of my beloved Sifter 
MARIA LINLEY. 


Written by Mrs. SHERIDAN. 


*'T WICE hath the forrowing mufe her tile 
bute paid, 

And the fad call of mourning love obey'd, 

Again in cyprefs wreaths fhe veils her lyre, 

And milder grief her plaintive ftrains infpire 5 

Again the comes to foothe my lonely hours, 

And itrew th’ untimely grave with weeping 
flow’ rs, , 

Sweet half-blown buds, cropt in their earliet 
bloom, A 

Fit emblems to adorn Maria’s tomb 5, ma 
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THE COURT OF APOLLO. 


tty! the young Maria! the whofe fong 
4 to mute rapture the admiring throng; 
(- {iting love'inefs all hearts tubdu 4, 
Whole gentle access fond attention woo a5 
Youn, beauty mourn | no more with wanton 
} wid 
Boalt you 
dy'd. : 
Let fad reflection pleafure’s dream fupply, 
ajtremble in the tear that dims your eye 5 
h charms on fweet Maria were oettow dy 
There innocence, and health, united glow d, 
§ thone the foften’d luitre of her eyes, 
Such were the dazzling beams of glad fur- 


uma 


We , . 7 
y bright charms with orient crimfon 


prize. ” : : A 

Ye too, whofe gentler fouls confefs the pow’r 

(fheavinly harmony, her lofs deplore. ; 

Whole notes enchanting, ftruck with magico 
art 

Onall the foft vibrations of the heart ; 

Qh! let your dying trains to heav'n be borne, 

And imitate the excellence you mourn ; 

§ fhall the angel fpirit downward bend, 

Aad, tow'rds the friend» the lov’d, her arms 
extend, 

Pitying the forrows we are doom’d to bear, 

And vainly withing us her blifs to fhare, 

While thus my tears with thefe fad numbers 
flow, 

‘ll fondly cherifhing my pleafing woe : 

While thus my lov’d Maria’s form I trace, 

Her animated look, her native grace, 

J foothe the grief 1 with not to tubdue, 

And all her fweet perfe€tions ftill renew. 


‘ Alluding to the untimely death of my 
gear brothers, ‘Thomas and Samuel, 


For the Weftmi:fter Magazine. 


0: Lord Mansrisxtp falling with Lady 
Eowarp Bentincx from a. Bench in the 
Ball-Room at TUNBRIDGE WELLS, and 
jjinghis Wigs By a Lavy. 


VV HO wou'd not think it perfect blifs 
In fuch a gallant caufe as this, 

With fuch a fair to fall, 

ow cou’d a courtier be afraid ? 

hen youth and beauty claim’d his aid, 

The facrifice was {mall. 


tirnymph ! for thee the ruftic {quire 
Wou'd leave his hounds; the bard his lyre, 
His quill, and laurel crown 5 
The monk wou'd ceafe to count his beads, 
he pilgrim throw afide his weeds, 

The fenator his gown. 


Hourn not, ye Judges, when we tell, 
"How from the Bench, Earl MANSFIELD 
fell ;*° 
For juftice thus replies 5 
Without a wig—without a gown, 
"He fill muft equally be known, 
" Pre-cmingatly wiles 


ec 


Not unto outward forms confia’d, 
« 


His bright, his comprehenflve min4, 
** In every drefs the fame, 

Diftufes o’er the world its ray, 

And keeping death and time at bay, 
** Glows with one iteady flame.” 


For the Wefiminfter Magazine, 


FAVOURITE SONGS in the New Comie 
Operaof FONT AIN BLEAU, at the 
Theatre-Royal, Covent-Garden. 


AIR.—Mrs. CASEY. 
HE Britifh Lion is my fign ; 


A roaring trade I drive on; 

Right Englifh ufage—neat French wise 

A landlady may thrive on. 
At table d’hote, to gat and drink, 

Let French and Englith mingle, 
And while to me they bring the chlak, 

Faith, let the glafles jingle ; 
Your rhino rattle, come 
Men and cattle, come 

All to Mrs. Cafey 5 
Of trouble and money, 
My jewel, my honev, 

T warrant I'll make you eafy. 


When dret and feated in my bar, 
Let Squire, or Beau, or Belle come, 
Let Captains k {3 me, if they dare, 
It’s, Sir, you're kindly welcome ! 
On Shuffle, Cog, and Slip, I wink, 
Let Rooks and Pigeons mingle, 
And if to me they bring the chink, 
Faith, let the glafles jingle, 
Rhino rattle, come, &. 


Let love fly here, on filken wings, 
His tricks I {fill connive at : 
The lover who would fay foft thingsy 
Shall have a reom in private. 
On pleafure I am pleas’d to wink, 
So lips in kiffes mingle, 
For while to me they bring the chink, 
Faith, let the glaffes jingle. 
Your rhino rattle, come 
Men and cattle, come 
Allto Mrs. Cafey ; 
Of trouble and money, 
My jewel, my honey, 
1 warrant I'll make you eafy, 


A I R.—-HENRY. 


LET fame found the trumpet, and cry * te 
the war !” . 
Let glory re-echo the ftrain ; 
The fu!l tide of honour may flow from the 
fear, 
And heroes may fmile on their pain, 
The treafures of Autamn let Bacchus difplays 
And ftagger about with his bowl; 
On fcience, let Sol beam the luftre of day, 
And wifdom give light te the foul, , 
et 
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Let India unfold her rich gems to the view, 
Each virtue, each joy to improve ; 

Oh, give me the Friend that 1 know to be true, 
And the Fair that I tenderly love! 

What's glory but pride? a vain bubble is ‘ame, 
And fiot the pleafure of wine; 

What's riches but trouble? and title’s a name, 
But Friendfhip and Love are divine ! 


ATRe—Sir SHENKIN. 
JN London my life is a ring of delight, 
In frolics I keep up the day and the night ; 
I fnoofe at the Hummums till twelve, perhaps 
later, ; 
I rattle the bell, and I roar up the waiter : 
Your honour, fays he, and tips me a leg, 
He brings me my tea, but I fwallow an egg 5 
For tea in the morning’s a flop I renounce, 
So Isdown with a glafs of the right cherry 
bounce, 
With fwearing, tearing, ranting, jaunting, 
flathing, fmacking, cracking, rumbling, 
tumbling 5 oad 
Laughing, quaffing, fmoaking, joking, fwag- 
gering, ftaggering 5 
So thoughtlefs, fo knowing, fo green and fo 
mellow 5 ‘ 
This, this, is the life of a frolickfome fellow. 


My phzton I mount, and the plebs they all 
- ftare, 
I handle my reins, and my elbows I {quare 5 
My ponies fo plump, and as white as a lily, 
Through, Pall-mall I fpank it, and up Pic- 
cadilly 5 
>Tili lofing a wheel, egad down came I fmack, 
So at Knightibridge 1 throw myfelf Into a hack 5 
At Tatterfall’s 4lng a leg over my nag, 
Thus vifit for dinner, then drefs in a bag. 
With fwearing, &c. 


Troll round the garden, and call at the Rofe, 

And then at both Playhoufes pop in my nofe 5 

I lounge in the lobby, laugh, fwear, flide and 
fwagger, 

Talk loud, take my money, and out again 
ftagger. 

J meet at the Shakefpeare a good natur’d foul, 

Then down to our club at St James's I roll 5 

The joys of the night are a thoufand at play, 

And thus at the finifh begin the next day, 

With fwearing, &c. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


PROLOGUE 


Tothe new Farce of AEROSTATION, per- 
forming at the Theatre-Reyal, Covent- 
Gadea. 
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Spoken by Mr. W1LS ON, 
'TO-NIGHT’s Adventurer with awe 
round, 
And views the perils which his bark furrogn3 
Three years are patt fince on this coat ets ad 
Bound on a dang’rous voyage in queft of fama 
Your fmiles he'll deem propitious beams th 
rife, ’ 
Circling the ftar that lights his polar tkies s 
And near approaching that magnetic part, 
He feels the needle trembling at his heart, 
But of our Bard perhaps en ugh I've frid, 
When greater'cares are lab’ring at my head, 
I make no doubt to entertain you foon 
With a new ‘Theatre in a Stage-Ballcon: 
No more in garret high thali poets fit, < 
With rival fpiders fpinning cob-web wit 5 
Like ancient Barons future Bards thall fatty 
In their own caftles built up in the Gir ; 
Dull poets thea bebind a cloud thall ftay, 
Whiilft fancy,- darting to the fource of day, 
Bold as-an eagle, her carcer fhall run, 
And with ftrong pin‘ons fan the rifing fun, 
But ere we raife our Play-houfe to the kies, 
As Wit's prime Minifter I'll raife fuppliess 
For, fad to tell! above, as here below, 
°Tis only money makes the mare to £0; 
Bubbles fhall then be tax’d of ev'ry kind; 
Why tax the /ight, and leave untax’d the 
wind ? 
Firkt, for Pinetti’s fake, of h'gh renown, 
Who'll fea! the fhirt off any man in town, 
A heavy tax on Common Senfe shall fail ; 
Nay, you may fmile, but it affects you all; 
Italian op’rus, like aliens, I’ve devis’d, 
Shall pay a poll-tax to be nat’raliz’d. 
Farce, dance, and pantomime, with Sprites 
and dragons, 
Shall pay the Carriage-Tax of broad-wheel 
cvaggons 5 
And as for i of modern date 
Let it contribute at guack med’ cine rates 
A tax too we enact new pieces pay, 
Apollo’s Civil Lift expences to defray ; 
Living or dead, henceforward we decree, 
Damn’d, or fill. born, no Author hall be free; 
Genius thall pay for being born to fame, 
And Dullnefs for the Sxrial of its name, 
Thus, if our. Ways and Means the ftate you 
find 


> 

T hope thefe aids will meet the Hou/e’s mind, 
On you the Stage refts all her rifing fates 
You give our wit both currency and weight; 
From hence, like gold in circulation brought, 
By all the world it eagerly is fought 5 
If critics come not on the mintage night, 
To clip the Sterling, and then call it lighty 
Affert my wifhes, grant:the meed-we claim, 
Praife that infpires, and {miles that guard ow 
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Monday, Nov. t- 

Very extraordinary rumour has been 

circulated, concerning-an alliance be- 
tween France, Pruffia, and the Emperor, for 
the purpofe of annihilating the Dutch as an- 
independent people, and dividing their poffef- 
fons among thiefe three potentates. The truth 
of this report is very much doubted. 

But notwithttanding this, and the defire 
which it is not unmatural for an Englifhman 
to pofiefs, that fuch a nation may be punifhed 
for their recent conduct to this country, and 
fufficiently humbled, it is not to be fuppofed 
that the cabinet of St. James’s would preferve 
an unconcerned neutrality, while a machina- 
tion is forming by France, Pruffia, and the 
Emperor, to divide the Dutch poffeffions be- 
tween them. Meantime preparations for war 
are conduéted en both fides with great activity 
and difpatch ; fhips are preparing and armies 
marching to lay hold of the beft fituations. 
The interruption ef winter, however, mutt 
retard many of their operations, even if a war 
were already formally declared. The effect of 
the prefent reports has been to lower the French 
funds exceedingly ; they have tumbled more 
than ours every day regularly fince the firft ru- 
mour. 

A Montgolfier is fabricating at Paris ata 
great expence, whichis to be paid by govern- 
ment, and of which M. Pilaftre de Rofiere is 
to be the pilot and captain. ‘This aerial car- 
tiage is building at the antient theatre of the 
Thuilleries ; it is defigned, it is faid, to pafs 
the Channel between Calais and Dover. A 
confider@ble wager is laid refpeéting it, be- 
tween the Compte d’ Artois and M. de Ca- 
lonne, ‘ 

The reétor of a parith in Lower Normandy, 
has invented a new kind of windmill, which 
has been approved of by the Academy of Sci- 
ences, and will anfwes all the purpofes of wa- 
termills, which often prove a nuifance, by pre- 
venting the free navigation of rivers. 

We hear that from circumftances which 
came to the knowledge of Lord Loughbo- 
rough, during his laft fitting feffions at the 
Old Bailey, for Mr. Juftice Buller, his Lord- 
hip propofes fubmitting to the Judges for 
their opinion, Certain regulations for the 
future conduét of Grand Juries, in examin- 
ing the ex parte evidence produced in fup- 
port of the “bills prefented them. Some re- 
gulation in this firtt trial upon criminal pro- 
tes has long been wanted. The mifchief 
which his Lordthip withes to have remedied, 
has produced very fatal confequences to many 
‘Mnocent people, The witnefles examined by 

Grand Jury, though upon oath, are not 
fubjedt to any profecution for perjury, and it 

Novs 1784. 


has frequently happened, that a teftimony has 
been given to the Grand Jury, of fats that 
had never happened. The Jury in this cafe 
muft find the bill, the party is put upon trial 
for life, and: frequently honourably acquitted 5 
yet he has no remedy againit the perjured .evi- 
dence, who app’ared at the finding. of the 
indi&ment. Lord Loughborough intends, if 
poffible, to have fuch regulations made, as 
fhall fubje&t a perjured witnefs before a Grand 
Jury.to profecution. 
Wednefday, November 4 

Yefterday morning, about one o'clock, an 
exprefs arrived at the Marquis of Carmarthen’s 
office, with difpatches from Lord Vifcount 
Torrington, his Majefty’s Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary at the Court of Bruffels, containing the 
important intelligence that letters of recall 
had been fent to. the Imperial Minifter at the 
Hague. All the troops in Auftrian Flanders 
were in motion ; and every warlike prepara- 
tion was making with the utmoft expedition. 

By authentic letters from Portendic on the 
coaft of Guinea, dated Sept. §, we learn, that 
the difputes between the French at Goree and 
the Moorith King, Alley Courie, were by no 
means fettled, that powerful Chief having 
feized on a large fnow belofhging to the Go- 
vernor bound to Europe with a valuable car- 
go, and carried a lady of diftin¢étion and all 
the crew up the country. The French, in 
their ufual ityle, pretend this. aét of hoftility 
arofe from the intrigues of the Englith. 

The grand dining room at Carleton-houfe; 
now rebuilding, is to be ornamented with plate 
looking-glafles, which are to reach from the 
floor to the cornice of the ceiling. The 
windows are all to be ef plate-glafs, and the 
apartrnents adorned with that beautiful manu- 
fa€ture in a more fplendid manner than has 
hitherto been feen in this kingdom. 

A letter from Hartford, New England, 
Sept. 7, fays, We hear that the Cominittee 
of the States which were left by Congrefs ar¢ 
difperfed, fo that the government of the United 
States is entirely fufpended. If this be trues 
it is an event both dangerous and difgraceful 
to America, and fully proves that more energy 
and vigour in our publick councils is neceffa- 
ry to maintain. thofe forms which are effential 
to our exiftence as a nation. Since the above 
event happened, difpatches have arrived from 
E urope, but no communications can be madey 
as the Sovereign power has withdrawn. 

"Fhe Hercules cutter, Lieut. Snow, arrived 
from Gibraltar, has brought over difpatches 
from Gen. Elliot, which contain accounts of 
all the new work done, and what remains to 
be finithed. The Governor remains till tlie 
whole is completed, and then gives up his 
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command and returns to England; Gibraltar 
will then be the ftrongeft and completeft for- 
tification in all the world. 

The following is an account of the meet- 
ing at Dublin of the Irith Congrefst 

As fuon as the gentlemen met, they affumed 
a different name. They had hitherto been 
ftiled Memaers or Concress; but the 
name they accepted and adopted was, Na~ 
sIONAL Derecates. And the following 
are the refolutions which they came to in 
William-ftreet,; Dublin, on the 25th, 26th, 
and 27th days of October, 1784 :=—= 

I. Refolved unanimoufly, That the pecple, 
in the largeft fenfe of that word, have an un- 
doubted right to ftate their grievances, to pe- 
tition for a redrefs of them, and to propofe 
aemedies for the fame, with that deference 
which is due to the legiflature, and with that 
firmnefs which belongs to the people. _ 

Il. Refolved unanimoufly, That this right 
belongs to the people, with peculiar extent 
and energy on the fubje& of Parliamentary 
Reform, feeing that fuch defeét as that now 
complained of in the legiflature, is incapable 
of remedy, but through the exertions of the 
people; and if not remedied, would deftroy 
their fhare in the legiflature, and of courfe, 
the balance and freedom of the conftitution. 

III. Refolved unanimoufly, That to com- 
dat this evil, the people have a right to con- 
fer with each, other, the better to digeft fuch 
mode of redrefs as they may wifh to recom- 
mend to parliament; and that that mode of 
gonferring which moft conduces to jut invef- 
tigation, and is leaft fubjeét to difurder, is beft, 

IV. Refolved unanimoufly, Tha3 the meet- 
jng in one place of perfons, feleéted by the 
people for that purpoie, in preference to the 
meeting in multitudes at various and diftant 
places, is obvioufly moft cynducive to con- 
@ord and found decifion. 

V. Refolved unanimoufly, That a Reform 
in the reprefentation of the people in parlia- 
ment, is indifpenfably neceffary. 

Vi. Refolved nnanimoufly, That we efteem 
it fortunate that in this great purfuit, there is 
#0 imputation of interett between the fitter na- 
tions of Great Britain and Ireland: but that 
on the contrary, a reform of parliament is 
equally defired in each kingdom by the wifeft 
and honefteft men in both. 

VI. Refolved unanimoufly, That the ap- 
poiatment of this aflembly by the people, 
and the fteps they have takea from time to 
time on the fubject, have been conititutional, 
and calculated to precure the aid and co- 
operation of the leziflature in that falutary 
work, 

VIII. Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
affembly do hereby addrefs the cqunties, coun- 
ties of cities, and great towns, who have not 
yet been reprefented, therein recommending 
ut to ezch of them, refpectively, to eleé&t dele- 
gates for that purpofe, oefore the 20th of Ja- 
ausry next; anc de exhert them, as they tee 


fpe& their own confiftency=mmeas th 

for the fuccefs of a pustlenipatary ree hae 
as they tender the perpetualliberty and profpe- 
rity of their country, to feize the opportunit 
of effecting that great and neceflary confirme. 
tion of the conftitution, 

IX. Refolved unanimoufly, That this affem. 
bly do adjourn to the 2oth day of Janwary next, 
then to meet in Dublin. 

The town of Belfaft have elected the Bi 
of Derry, (the Earl of Briftol) their Delegate, 

‘The freeholders of the county of Meath 
have elested five Delegates to Congrefs, 

Friday, Nov. 5. 

The French Monarch, by a late ediét, ale 
lows to {uch Captains of fhips as are not in 
y may fervice two-thirds of their pay, at the 

ame time prohibiting them from leaving the 

kingdom without permiffion. It is likewife 
enacted, that abfentees fhall not receive their 
pay till after their return By this means hig 
Majetty will prevent them from engaging in 
foreign fervice, and can always have a nume 
ber of experienced officcrs ready for the navy 
when required. 

A recent letter from America contains the 
following paflage : =<» ‘The only ftrange thing 
1 have ever heard of the. Virginians is their 
Citizen-Bills. It confers the rights of citizems 
on Irifhmen after a refidence of two years, 
which puts them on a level with all the na- 
tions of the werld.  Englifhmen are not na 
turalized till after the refidence of five peargy 
and a Scotchman muft refide thirty years to 
qualify him for enjoying the rights of a free 
citizen of Virginia.” 

The ordinary of the navy, has made up to 
the a1ft of lat month, is exaétly as followss 

Portfmouth. Forty-eight thips of the liney 
two of fifty yuns, 21 frigates, and 8 floops. 

Plymouth. ‘Thirty-three thips of the ling 
two of fifty guns, ten frigates, and fix floops. 

Chatham. Twenty-five fail of the line, fee 
ven of fifty guns, feventeen frigates, and five 
floops. 

Sheernefs. Two thips of the line, two of 
fifty guns, ten frigates, and -feven floops. 

Woolwich. Three fhips of the line, four- 
teen frigates, and nine floops. 

Deptford. One of fifty guns, one of forty- 
four, twelve frigates, and eight fioops. 

Total. One hundred and eleven thips of 
the line, fourteen of fifty guns, eighty-four 
frigates, forty-three floops. In all two hua- 
dred and fifty-two fhips 

Saturday, Nov. 6. 

An experiment was tried on board the Otter 
floop of war in Yarmouth Roads, which may 
be of ufe in navigation:—-—-<The captain being 
afhore, and no communication poflible by 
means of the boifterous weather, and wanting 
to inform him of the neceffity of going to Har- 
wich, on account of their want of provifionsy 
made a flying kite, to-which they put wings 
and a tail, and then launched it into the aire 
They gave it along sange of twins, and = 
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jjht feet from the end tied a bottle, in which 
msaletter for the Captain, and to the end 
futened a piece of wood, fo heavy that it 
quld not be lifted by the kite, but light 
ough to be eafily drawn along in the water. 
They were about a mile from-the beach, and 
thekite was five minutes in going afhore, The 
thing that chiefly engaged the attention of the 

leop the beach, was. the bottle eight feet 
shove the furface of the water, moving towards 
the thore, for they did not obferve that it was 
connected with the kite. A croud of people 
tiembled to look at fo fingular a phenome- 
won, who laid hold of the bottle the moment 
it came afhore, and oh feeing a letter in it, di- 
refted to the Captain ef the Otter, they went 
immeditately and delivered it; and he foon af- 
ter, by fignal, acknowledged the receipt of it. 
Ifall hips were provided with a machine of 
thiskind, it would be a refource where the 
hheet-anchor fails, and in cafes where it 
could not be ufed. For by means of it a haw- 
fer might be drawn afhore, fo that the people 
could be faved, either by weering and hauling 
aboat on fhore, or,where that is impracticable, 
by keeping faft to the hawfer, and hawling 
themfelves afhore by it. 

The improvements lately made at Wool- 
wich-yatd confift of a very large maft-pond, 
intended as a general emporium for fpars, 
mafts and yards of every fize ; two new flips for 
building thips of the line, and ftorehoufes for 
gunners, boatfwains, carpenters, failmakers, 
ind other ftores for all the fhips laid up in the 
ter. The quantity of ground taken in for 
thee new erections is near three- miles in cir- 
cmference, enclofed with an high and thick 
wall, which on account of the fwampineis of 
the ground, is piled under the foundation. 

The docks remain as they were, without 
any alteration or addition, The number of 
hhipwrizhts is encreafed, two new gangs of 
60 men in each being added. The fhips now 
building are the Prince of go guns, whofe ribs 


ue up, and in the fkeleton for feafoning ; the 
Boyne, of 98, whofe keel is juft beginning to 


belaid, and the Minotaur, of 74 guns, not 
yet quite framed. As foon as the new fhips 
we quite finifhed, which wilt be in the fpring, 
two thips of 74 guas are to be laid down, to 
be called the ‘'yger and the Augufta, By thefe 
regulations more fhips will be built in the 
King’s yards, and fewer at the private yards ; 
tcept in cafes of necefiity. 

Laft night arrived Baron Van Lynden, Am- 
baflador from the States General of the United 
Provinces, at the Hotel in Suffolk-itreet. 

We learn, that two couriers have been dif- 
puched for Vienna and Bruflels, on the part 
of their High Mightineffes, with orders to 
their Minifters Plenipotentiaries to depart im- 
mediately without taking leave. 

Wednejday, Nov. 10. 
_ Yetterday morning Richard Clarke, Efq; 
ta new Lord Mayor, accompanied by Ree 


6rt 


bert Peckham, Efq; the old Lord Mayor, fee 
veral of the Aldermen, the two Sheriffs, 


. Recorder, Town Clerk, and other City Of- 


ficers went in their carriages to the Three 
Cranes, and proceeded in the city barge, ate 
tended by the Oompanies of Stationers, Apo» 
thecarias, Tallow-chandlers, Coopers, Clothe 
workers, Vintners, Ironmongers, Merchant- 
taylors, Skinners, Goldfmiths, Fifhmongers, 
Drapers, Grocers, and Salters, in their barges 
to Wettminfter, when having landed, they 
went in proceflion to the Hall, where his 
Lordfhip took the oaths appointed for the of- 
fice at the Exchequer bar: after which they 
returned in the fame manner by water to 
Blackfriars Bridge, and proceeded from thence 
in coaches to Guildhall, where an elegant’en~ 
tertainment was provided, at which feveral of 
the nobility, &c. were prefent, and the evens 
ing concluded with a ball. 

Monday fome difpatches were brought to 
Lore Sydney’s office from the Lords of the 
Regency at Hanover, which mention that 
their Royal Highnefles Prince Frederick, and 
Prince William Henry, were in perfe& health 
at that capital. 

A letter received a few days from Philadele 
phia afferts as a pofitive fact, that the Ame- 
ricans are on the point of dividing into three 
diftin& ftates ; thofe tothe North, and to the 
South, by no means agreeing ing their pojitical 
fentiments, with refpeét to their external or 
jnternal government. 

The Emperor’s treaty, lately concluded 
with the Court of Denmark, is almoft wholly 
commercial, by virtue of which the thips o 
the Emperor are to be admitted into th 
Danith ports in both Indies, with the privilege 
of Danith fubjeéts. The Danes, in returny 
to be admitted to thofe of Flanders, and in 
the Mediterranean, with the fame immunie 
ties. The triple alliance in the North, be- 
tween Ruffia, Denmark, and the Emperor, 
is not finifhed. 

Previous to the departure of the Imperial 
Ambaffador from the Hague, he obtained 
leave that divine fervice, in the Roman Ca- 
tholic form, fhould continue to be performed 
in his chapel. He left his Secretary behind 
him, to fettle his private affairs. 

The Prince of Naffau Weilbourg, Gover- 
nor of Maeftricht, and Colonel of the regiment 
of Leyden, has refigned his Governorfnips 
and with it all his employments in the fervice 
of the States-General. 

According to letters from Leyden, on @ 
mutter of their regiment of dragoon guards, 
only 129 men appeared, though the nominal 
complement is upwards of 00, Many of 
the Dutch regiments are in the fame fituation 5 
but they are recruiting every where with the 
moft unwearied affiduity, a 

The following is the rate at which each of 
the feven United Provinces contribyte toward 


the public expence, 
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Of every million of ducats the Province of 
Holiand contributes _ 420,000 
Zealand oe 130,006 
Friefland _ — 170,000 
Utrecht _~ 85,000 
Groningen _ 752¢00 
Guelderland a 70,000 
Overy ffel one §0,000 

OF the 420,000 ducats paid by the Province 
ef Holland, the city of Amfterdam furnithes 
apwards of 320,000. 

The King of the Two Sicilies has lately 
come to a fixed refolution to fupprefs thirteen 
convents, the revenucs of which are to be 
converted into a fund for the maintenance of 
the daughters of the military. 

A letter from Francfort, O&. 18, fays, 
«* The Grand Signior has permitted to all 
Chriftians, whether Catholics, Proteftants, or 
Greeks, the free exercife of. their religion 
throughout his ftates. The Catholic mer- 
chants highly extol the toleration of the pre- 
fent Sultan, and the prote¢tion which he grants 
to all religions.” 

Friday, Nov. 12. 

The Parliament of Ireland which was pro- 
rogued to Nov. 2, is further prorogued to the 
14th day of December next. 

The Admiralty have ordered fix line of 
battle fhips into commiffion, to guard our Chan- 
nel Trade againft contingencies. 

The guardfhips are, according to a late 
plan of the Admiralty Board, to continue in 
commiffion only, two years, inconfequence of 
which the fhips now at Portfmouth, Plymouth, 
and in the river Medway, will be all paid off, 
and others put in commiffion to fupply their 
place. The cruizers are to be kept in com- 
miffion to the full expiration of three years, 
except in cafes of accidents and want of re- 
pairs. Bythis means officers out of pay will 
be employed—a meafure that cannot fail of 
being acceptable to numbers who would other- 
wife be reduced to the neceffity of applying to 
foreign fervice, 

Lord Howe, during his vifit lately at Chat- 
ham, granted the petition of the fhipwrights 
yelative to indentured fervants, by ordering 
that 150 of the oldeft fhipwrights be allowed 
to take an apprentice, on condition that the 
whole. of fuch apprentices time be fully ferved 
out in one or other of the King’s Yards. 
This practice will be a means of keeping up a 
bedy of artificers. 

In the beginning of laf winter a fund was 
railed by fubicription in the town and ncigh- 
bouchood of Minchin Hampton, for provid- 
ing employ for the poor, whom the deadnefs of 
the clothing trace lefi deftitute of work. By 
means of this feafonable aid, 2,200 men, wo- 
men, and children, were preferved from that 
extreme diitrefs, which many other parts of 
the. country. experienced—-The contribution 
enabled the manayers of the charity to lay in 
a quantity of woo! and flax. ‘The children 
who before werc idling in the ftreets, and yn- 
wer hedges, perithing with nakednefs and hyn- 


ger, were affembled, and kept at work from 
fix in the morning till eight in the evening, 
under the care of perfons qualified to teach 
them to fpin.—Their earnings have ina great 
meafure been fufficient for their fupport ever 
fince. Weavers have been conftantly kept in 
full employ to make linen for fhirts ani hhifts, 
as well as woollen and linfey-woalfey cloth; 
by which means.thefe poor creatures, who be- 
fore were naked, have received clothes, thoes 
and ftockings. 

A few days ago a remarkable phenomenon 
was obferved by Mr. William Maffey, of Ber. 
wick St. Leonard, near Salifbury, in paffing 
near Anfty and Tifhery, in Wiltihire. = His 
firft notice of it was that of a fudden glaring 
bright#€fs round about him, accompanied with 
a ftriking heat, though he was for a moment 
enveloped with a flame of fire. Having a 
little recovered, he ventured to look up, and 
obferved a large ball of fire about two feet dj. 
ameter, at the diftance of 10@ yards, about 
30 yards from the ground; it afcended ra. 
pidly in am eaftern direétion, emitting loofe 
fparksof fire, and difappeared in about two 
minutes. 

Yesterday was held, in the Old Bailey the 
Seffion of Oyer and Termimer and Gaol De- 
livery, for the trial of offences committed on 
the High feas, within the jurifdi@ion of the 
Admiralty of England, before the Right 
Hon. Lord Loughborough, Mr. Juftice Heath, 
and Sir James Marriot, Judge of the Admi- 
ralty Court ; when Samuel Harris and John 
North were indicted for that they, with fix 
other perfons unknown, on the 3cth of April 
laft, on the High Seas near Deal, fired into a 
boat belonging to the Nimble cutter, com- 
manded by Lieut. Bray, and killed John 
M‘Near, a feamen on board the faid cutter. 
They were both found guilty, and were exe- 
cuted on Saturday, and hung in chains at 
Blackwall. Government are determined {0 
try as pirates all fmugglers who {hall refift the 
King’s or Cuftom Houfe cutters, and kill any 
perfone 


Monday, Nu. 15. ‘ 

The following article is inthe Antwerp Ga. 
zette of the oth inftant> ° : 

“* We have received here“advice, that the 
garrifons of forts Lillo, Frederick Henry, and 
Kruitfchans, made in the night between the 
th and 7th inflant a fecret invafion on the 
territories of his Imperial Majelty, and that 
they afterwards broke down the dikes of the 
Polders, in its environs, in order 9 inun- 
date them; during this time, and the dark- 
nefs of the night, the cannon of the forts were 
fired, as well as the fhips*of war near Saftin- 
gen. The vanguard’ of-the Imperial troops 
put themfelves under arms,’ and fuccceccd in 
ftop;ing this invafion. 

The above account is confirmed by an ar- 
rival in Saturday’s Gazette, dated Brutlels, 
Nov. 8. Accounts have heen received here, 
that lat night the Dutch broke one of theit 


ikes 
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work fron ies near Lillo, by which feveral perfons were of country for near twenty miles in circumfes 
© evening jowned. They attempted to break afecond, rence under water; in ‘the i art of which 
td to teac! jit were prevented by the Imperial troops about Beverwy fm wick and Zaime, 
ve ina great Thisevent has fpread an alarm at Oftend, the country is entirely aiwnes; men, woe 
Upport ever wfhasoccafioned an extraordinary diligence men, children, and a quantity o: cote, have 
tly kept in in compleating the works on the ramparts perifhed inthe water. The Dutch ofiicers, in 


: and hhifts, ae confequence of this order, were about to breale 
fey cloth; According to advices from Holland, the through the Breadt dyke, which would have 
°85 who be- Univerlities of Utrecht, Leyden, and Gronin- caufed ftill more terrible inundations, when 
thes, thoes 1, have made an offer to their High Migh- the Imperial troops rufhed upon them, and 

tinedfes the States-General of the United Pro» prevented the irruption. A great part of 


Lenomenon sinces of raifiag each a regiment of foot, to the Emperor's dominions being by this means 
ty, of Ber. bekept on foot for five years, at the expence overflowed, it cannot fail of adding to the 
in pafling of thofe bodies, who will be alfo at every ex- complaints he hae already made againft the 
ire, —» His peace in raifing and equipping them. Each of Dutch: it will however retard operations, un- 
Jen glaring theregimeats are to confit of 860 men (ex-  lefs the froft fets in {peedily, when marching 
panied with lufive of fubaltern officers) which is the high- over the ice, which is very common in Hol- 
a moment etoumber the Dutch regiments ever confift land, will give an eafy and short accefs to the 
Having a of , country. 

k up, and “Letters from Aix in Provence, dated O&. Friday, N:w. 19. 

vo feet dj. 1, declare, thatan ingenious fargeon of that The Tortoife, King’s florethip, arrived at 
ards, about place, after making feveral experiments with Portfmouth from India, brings advice, that 
ended ra. the fand found in the river Rhone, near fheleft the Pigot at Madras, which was to fail 
tting loofe Grenoble, had found in feveral large mafies in Qviober, She failed from St. Helena, 


about two vit a valuable proportion of gold duft. From October to. No fhips there. 

fome of the mafles of this fand of 100 pounds The Tortoife has brought advices from*Mae 
weight, it is faid, he has extra@ted four fcru- dras, of the rrth of June, that the p-ace with 
pls of gold. In Hungary twelve or thirteen Tippoo Sultan is carried compictely into effet, 
gains of that precious metal are only obtained by the fafe arrival at Madras of all our coun- 
ftom 10,0001b of find. trymen, who were made prifoners during the 


Bailey the 
Gaol De- 
imitted on 
tion of the 


he Right Weduel ee war, and remained alive. 

~ Heath, Their Pore aie = Duke and She alfo brings an account, that the Major 
the Admi- Duchefs of Cumberland arrived laft month at Eaft Indiaman, Captain Arthur, was deftroyed 
and John Avignon, in France, where they mean to take by fire between nine and ten o'clock in the 
4 yd - up their refidence for «he winter. morning of the 23d of April, as the lay at 
ted intra MM | Afthedule has lately been publighed by the her moorings, at Culpee, about 40 miles bee 
ter, pay King of Spain, by which he invites all indivi. low Calcutta, The thip had been extremely 


. lualc : ; j infefted with a kind of beetle, called cockroaches. 
tl duals of the neighbouring nations, profeffing le €, 2 9 
led Joba the Catholic religion, to fettle inthe ifland ef which eat through every thing; and it was 


id : y 
ee the Trinity fituated at the mouth of the Oroo- found neceffary to fumigate the holds and 


chains ac MM tke. He allows four days journey and a decks, previous to ro rere lier cargo on 
mined to half per head, and half of that for every free board, in order to deftroy thefe verm nz in pcre 
wil the negro brought into the colony; declares the forming this — by age accident the 
1 kill any fitlers exempt from the capitation and perfonal fore hold of the fhip caught fire. A large 


wibute ; and permits them to trade, for ten quantity of faltpetre had juft been taken on 
years, reckoning from the firt of January, board as ballaft. This terrible combuftible 
1785, direStly with the ports of France, where Was inftantly ina blaze, and burnt fo furioufly 


‘ there are Spani ls, without paying any that all attempts to extinguith the flames were 
i ioe other ine at of five whe a ~ ineffectual ; and in le{s than half an hour the 
that the French goods igaparted, and a fimilar duty of fire. reached the powoer magazine, and Be 
ary, and five per cent. on the products of the ifland ex- fhip blew up. ee a at . - 
ween the ported, when, they are dettined for the ports cutta when tie accident rs - ot her 
n on the of Spain, officers were on board. Mr. Gray, the fourth 
and that The affair at Lillo between the Emperor mate, was fo much burnt that he died two. 
es of the and the Dutch forces, which has occafioned days after. Nine foremait shen were deftr ryed 
to inun- thecommiffion of hoitilities by land, was in by the € <plofion. This is the fourth Eaft India- 
the dark. @™ ¢onfequence of an order from the States tothe man burnt within the {pace of 18 monthsy 
forts were a Dykes Matters in the territories of Zutphen to andis a very great lofs to the Company. The 
ir Saftin- break the dykes im that quarter, in order to mames of the others were : Sage ae 
ial troops plevent the entrance ef the luperialifts into Athol, burnt of adras, April, 17 3+ The 
sceccd in this country by ‘that fide; they had aifo en- Fairford, at Bombay, og : c 
joined an’ order to puil up all the dire¢tion Kington, off Ceylon, Auguft, 17 Pua dciphi 

y an ar- pots, by which the trac s of the roads are Letters of a late - from | “~- oa 
Bruflels, marked out in order to prevent accidents mention, that Congres had appoint = Y 
ed here, when the lands are overflowed. * The Lempf- td refide in London and Dublia, t> regulate 
of their burke dyke ig entirely deftroyed, and a track and aid the wade between thefe countries “ 
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the United Siates; and giving them power to 

&pppoint deputies at the other out-ports. 
Tuefday, Nov. 23- 

Laft Tuefday Lord Mansfield delivered his 
pinion on a motion made for a new trial, in 
the caufe of the Dean of St. Afaph; his Lord- 
thip declared he was perfectly fatisfied thatthe 

ury had difcharged their duty in finding the 
faéts as laid in the information, and applying 
the innuendos; he fhould therefore refufe the 
motion for a new trial, by difcharging the rule 
to thew caufe. Mr. Juftice Willes, and Mr. 
— Athurft agreed in opinion with Lord 
ansfield: Mr. Juftice Buller (who tried the 
eaufe) was filent. 

A motion was made by Mr. Erfkine for an 
arreft of judgment. By the confent of parties 
the Dean will attend on Monday to recev- 
judgment, when this great conftitutional po 
will be again agitated. 

Yefterday, Mr. Erfkine, on the part of the 
Dean of St. Afaph, moved in arzeft of judg- 
ment, 

He grounded his argument on two points—= 

Firft, that if the publication was libellous, 
the verdi& was infufficient in law to fupport a 
judgment. 

Secondly, that the publication was not li- 
bellous. 

Mr. Beareroft, Mr. Cowper, Mr. Lyfter, 
and Mr. Bower argued on the contrary, but 
the Court thought it unneceffary to trouble 
Mr. Erfkine with a reply, being clearly of 
opinion, that the crime charged upon the de- 
fendant was not fufficiently eftablifhed upon 
the record to warrant judgment, the proper in- 
nuendos and averments not having been fet 
forth, and therefore judgment ought to be ar- 
refted. The Dean of courfe was difcharged. 

By the moft authentic accounts from Vien- 
nz, dated Nov. 8, we learn that the Eleétor 
of Bavaria has, in confequence of the late rup- 
ture with the States General, voluntarily of- 
fered to affitt his Imperial Majefty with ten thou- 
fand foot and a thoufand cavalry, which are to 
be commanded by Count Ifemberg. The Arch- 
guke Maximilian, Prince Bithop of Munfter, 
has ordered 7000 troops to hold themfelves in 
tcadinefs to join the Emperor's forces, under 
the command of Baron Droft. The Duke 
of Wurtemburg has appointed 2000 men to 
hold themfelves in readinefs to march for that 
purpofe under the command ef the Baron de 
Gemmingen, the nobleman who fome years 
fince accompanied the Duke, when he paid a 
vifit to this metropolis. The Bifhop of Wurtz- 
burg has devoted a corps of 3000 truops for the 
affiftance of tbe Imperial caufe ; and the Prince 
Bithop of Conftance, ooo men; and moft of 
the German Princes have fent the warmett 
profeffions to the Court of Vienna, of their 
fupporting the Emperor in his juft claims upon 
the States of Helland. 

Friday, Nov. 26. 

They write from Flanders, that it is gene- 
raliy underftood the Empergr means to dif- 
mantle the fortifications.gf thof& Dutch towns 
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which the chance of war may throw into hi 
hands ; by this line of condué he will ayia 
the inconvenience of diminithing his troops b 

garrifons, and at the fame time do the State 
more mifchief, than if he took poffeffion 

them himfelf. 

A letter from Philadelphia to an eminent 

Dutch merchant in London, fays, 

‘€ At length one of the fecret articles tranf. 
pires fettled by Mr. Adams in behalf of the 
Thirteen Free and Independent States of Ame. 
rica, and the Seven United States of Holland, 
viz. In cafe of a rupture between the Seven 
United States, and any other powers, the States 
of America agree to furnith ten regiments, 
each regiment confifting of one colonel, one 
lieutenant-colonel, one major, one captain, 
two lieutenants, two enfigns, three ferjeants, 
three corporals, two drums and ninety pri- 
vatesy to be tranfported to Dutch Weft-India 
iflands, or their fettlements on the Spanih 
Main, or to Holland, if required: and in eafe 
of an attack upon any of the Thirteen United 
Provinces of America, the Dutch have agreed 
to furnifhthem with ten hips of the line ; the 
rank and condition of payment I could not 
particularly get at.” 

Yefterday an exprefs arrived over land from 
India, which brings very important intelli- 
gence from the fettlement at Bombay. The 
fame diforders have crept into that Prefidency 
which have fo long raged in Madras. The 
Governor and Council have fuperceded Ge- 
neral Macleod, the commanding officer, and 
have appointed an officer of their own in his 
place. The army are all in confufion and di- 
vided, as may be expected, into parties. 

The intelligence from Bengal is ftill more 
favourable: every thing is at peace there. The 
Governor-General was ftill at Lucknow, and 
he has communicated to the Court of Direc. 
tors the pleafing account of his having re- 
ceived from the Vizir fifty-five lacks of ru- 
ees. 

' Another account fays, yefterday the Court 
of Direétcr received a packet over land from 
Mr. Hattings, centainisg the moft favourable 
account of the ftate of affairs in Oude, though 
it is notin our power to ftate the particulars, 
but we can affure the public, that there are 
private letters in town from Mr. Hattings, 
anda gentleman in his f{yite, which came by 
the fame packet, bearing date from Lucknow, 
the capital of Oude, the 14th of May lait. 
By thefe it appears, that all the dominions of 
the Vizier were in perfeét tranqu llity—that 
Mr. Hattings had received 450,000). or forty~ 
fivelacks, being part of the balance due from 
the Vizier to the Companys=that the remain- 
der would be paid in the courfe of the year. 
We have further the pleafure to add, that Mr. 
Haftings was in perfeét health, and does not 
entertain any idea of returning next year to 
England. He had heard of the fate of Mr. 
Fox’s bill. - . 

TheJews at Vienna have obtained permif- 

fon © have a great rabbi, and are alfo to ord 
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y(sin future for ever, fuch houfes as they thall 

iid; and to have a fynagogue, in like man- 
gr asthey have one at Amfterdam. 

refterday Sir Watkin Lewes, was elected 
hilif of Southwark, in the room of Robert 
folder, Efq. deceafed. : 

Letters from Avignon in the South of 
fine, dated Nov. #2, mention, that their 
Jujtl Highneffes the Duke and Duchefs of 
Cumberland had been for fome time in that 
jy. Her Highnefs has been much indif- 

ied with a feverifh complaint, but was in a 
fir way of recovery when the letters came 


The Duc de Chartres, Governor to the 
Dwphin, has juft prefented his Highnefs with 
(et of Englith bay ponies, only nine hands 
niahalf high, the {malleft ever feen in this 
kingdom ; the Prinee will ufe them ina {mall 
umiage for his excurfions and exercife in the 
nyal gardens. The rage for thefe fmall 
horles, is likely to be as great in this kingdom 
usin England. 


PROMOTIONY 


Nov.4. Earl Waldegrave, to be Mafter of 
the Horfe to the Queen, vice his father de- 


16. Charles Earl of Cornwallis, to be Con- 
fible of the Tower, vice Lord Geo. Henry 
lenox, made Governor of Plymouth. 

Earl Percy, to the command of the Second 
Troop of Grenadier Guards. 

20. Lord Herbert, to be Vice Chamberlain 
t) his Majefty’s houfhold, vice the Earl of 
Waldegrave. 

24. The Rev, William Prefton to be Bi- 
hop of Killala and Achowry, in Ireland, vice 
Dr, William Cecil Pery, promoted to the fee of 
Limerick, 

24, Lord Gower, to be Lord Privy Seal. 


MARRIAGES. 

O&. 27. Thomas Hopkins, Efq. Ben- 
tinck-ftreet,'to Mifs Amelia Hopkins, youngeit 
éaughter of Alderman Hopkins. 

Nov. 4. Sir Thomas Gafcoigne, Bart. of 
Purlington Hall, York, to Lady Turner, re- 
lit of Sir Charles Turner. 

13. Thomas Keate, Efg. to Mifs Emma 
Brown, daughter of Lyde Brown, Efq. 

Mr. James Davifon, of Newgate-ftreet, to 
Mis Townfhend, fifter to the Rev. Mr. 
Townfhend, of Merton. 

16, Earl of Euften, fon to the Duke of 
Grafton, to the fecond daughter of the Duch- 
tl of Gloucefter. 

_ 18, Reginald Pole Carew, Efg. of Antony, 
ig Cornwall, to Mifs Jemima Yorke, only 
tugnter of the Hon, John Yorke. 

_ 20 Mr. Gilbert Jones, of Salifbury-court, 
Heet-ftreet, to Mrs. Dymond of that place. 

22. Mr. Thomas Aftley Maberly, of Chriifl’s 
Hopital, to Mifs Goflin, of Great Horke- 


hey, 
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BIRTH S&S. 


O&. 28. Lady Palmerfton, of a fon. 
Nov. 16, Lady of General Dalrymple of a 


fon. 
23. Lady Galloway, of a daughter. 


DEAT H S. 


O&. 27. John Walton, Efg. Deputy Cvf- 
tos Brevium of the Common Pleas. 

At Bifhop Wilton, Yorkthire, Mr. Whig, 
fatmer, in Ris 116th year. 

go. Mr. Smith, many years keepes of 
Tothill-fields Bridewell. 

Henry Plant, Efq. many years Director of 
the Bank. 

Nov.1. Mr. Jofeph Maffie, known to the 
public for his political writings. 

At the Spa, the Hon. Mr. Legge, a groom 
of the Bedchamber to the Prince of Wales. 

Sauriders Welch, Efq. in the commifiion 
for Middlefex, Surry, Bucks, and Weftmina- 
fter. 

& Charles Boddam, Efg. an Eaft India Di- 
reétor. 

6. At Auchencrue, in Scotland, Richard 
Ofwald, Efq. a Commiffioner for negociating 
the late treaty with France, 

7 Mr. Thomas Lowndes, fen. bookfeilers 
in Fleet-itrect. 

8. Mr. Holder, Bailiff for Southwark, and 
Clerk to the fitting Alderman at Guildhall. 

g- Samuel Barney, Efy. formerly an apo- 
thecary in this city, 

10. William Izard, Efq. formerly in the 
Welch Fufilecrs. 

12. Hon. Mifs Louifa Chetwynd, daughter 
of Lord Vifcount Chetwynd. 

In Maryland,-Sir Robert Eden, formerly 
Governor of that Province. 

At Chatham, Captain Osrock of the navy. 4% 

14. Mr. Wiltiam De Jerf-y, merchant, ia 
St. Martin’s-lane, Cannon-ftreet. 

15. Mr, Charles Powell, itationet, in Cheap- 
fide, 

Hon, Anne Countefs of Purdonald, 

21. Catherine Duchefs of Norfoik. 

22. Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. Ad- 
miral ofthe White. 

2q- Jobo Barnard, Efq. fon of Sir John 
Barnard, Knt. formerly repretentative of this 
city in parliament. 
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Mofes Mofes, of Whitechapel, wateh- 
maker. 

William Headly, of Creat Shelford, Came 
bridgefhire, miller. . 

John Voyfey, of New Sarum, Wilts, mer- 
cer. 

Thomas Bodily the younger, of Penzancey 
Cosgwall, groce. 

Thomas 
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Thomas Ridings, late of Tattington, Lan- 
cafter, butcher. 
William Pearfon, of New Bond-fireet, chi- 
naman. 
William Turner and Walter Smith, of Ox- 
ford-ftrect, linen-drapers. 
William’ Williamfon, late of St. George, 
Middlefex, carpenter. 
Samuel Moxon, of Eaft Smithfield, wine- 
merchant. 
John Campion, of Pickering, Yorkshire, 
dyer. 
"Thomas Lynch, of Clapham, Surry, mer- 
chant. ; 
George Afhburner, of Torver, in Lanca~ 
fhire ; and John Afhburner, of Grafmere, in 
Weftmoreland, dealers. 
James Wyard Gooch, of Brundith, Suffoll, 
merchant. 
Thomas Williams, of St. James’s-ftreet, 
chinaman. 
William Egerton, of Little Trinity-Jane, 
infurance-broker. 
William Dineley, of Millthorp in Weft- 
moreland, furgeon. 
John Hayward, of Old Bond-ftreet, flable- 
kcceper. 
Edward Lloyd, of Fenchurch-ftreet, grocer. 
Eliezer Chater, of Exchange-alley, watche 
maker, 
_— Hunt'ey, late of Gravel-lane, Rat- 
cliffe-highway, mariner. 
Springhall Brown, of Peterborough, North- 
amptonfhire, merchant. 
Francis Hodfon, of Cambridge, printer. 
Henry Elliott, of New Sarum, in Wilthhire, 
linen-draper. 
Henry Aylward, of Southampton, Fell-mon- 
er. 
John Ponfonby, of Seaton Iron Works, 
in Cumberland, merchant. 
Jofeph Ward of Birmingham, in War- 
wickthire, moufe-trap-maker. 
John Davies, late of Twickenham, Mid- 
dlefex, cordwainer. 
Richard Brown, of Newcaftle upon Tyne, 
wine-merchant. 


yom Bond, of Brifto], corn-faor, 
obert Grayfon, late of St. Andrew's Moo-» 
Lancafhire, liquor-merchant. : 
Robert Diggles and George 
Lothbury, bay-faétors. 
ohn Fownes, of Birmingham, furrier, 
illiam Storer, of Great Marlb 
ftreet, optician. 
John Robinfon, of Battle Bridge, Tflington 
brewer. 
John Cocker, of Garlickhithe, dyer, 
Samuel Hill, of the Bull and Mouth Yard, 
Hart-ftreet, Bloomfbury, ftable. keeper. 
William Jchafon, of Hailifax, Yorkihire, 
dyer. 
James Ruffel, of Bath, butcher, 
Thomas Whitfield, of Twyford, Berkihire, 
grocer. 
William Cato, of Fareham, Hants, linen- 
draper. 
Samuel Litchfield, of Birmingham, taylor, 
William Dale, of Liverpool, merchant. 
Abraham Le Meflurier, of Tokenhoule 
Yard, merchant. 
William Bell, of Birmingham, jeweller. 
Robert Heflop, of Bithopfgate-ftreet, oil- 
man. 
William Jeffer, of Eatt Harnham, Wilts, 
clothier. ; 
Charles Toufe and John Joy, of Lyna, li- 
nen-drapers. 
William Tichborne, of Gcorge’s-row, Ox 
ford-ftreet, dealer. 
Lewis Benjamin Crinfoz, of Fenchurch- 
ftreet, merchant. 
William Briffenden, of Holborn, broker, 
Thomas Vaux, of Watling-ftreet, ware- 
houfeman. 
Andrew Sutton, of Gofport, Hants, ina- 
holder. P 
George Adams, of Taunton, Somerfetthire, 
malfter. 
Richerd Davis, of Towceiter in Northamp- 
tonfhire, dealer. 
Francis Scott, of Pitt-ftreet, near Charlotte- 
ftreet, tea-dealer. 


Diggles, off 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


To CORRESPONDENTS. 


rE thank Britannicus for his attention to us.—-The favours of fo intelligent a Writer 

muft always be acceptable.——He will find his wifhes with refpeét to the New 

Annuat Reoisrer for 1783, anticipated by looking over our two laft Numbers, which con- 
tain feveral original communications from that valuable mifcellany- 

_ The Narrative relating to acountry gentleman and the fon of a noble peer, figned Fact; 

is inadmiffible from the nature of the fubjeét, and might produce very ferious confequences un- 


lefs weli authenticated. 


The Eulogium on Mr. Lunardi is too careleQy written for our purpofe,———The Field 


Preacher flands in the fame predicament, 
The News from Vienna is nat true. 


The Critique on Mr. Henderfon figned X. X.is equally dull and illiberal. 


The Ode to Sir Watkin Lewes; the Verfes figned ‘Tyro; the Song to Dorinda; the Fyi- 
gram figned Bob Short, are ail too unfinithed for public infpection. 





